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Problems of bell metal artisans

1338. SHRI KUMAR DEEPAK DAS: Will the Minister of MICRO, SMALL
AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES be pleased to state:

(a) whether it 1s a fact that the local bell metal artists of bell metal cottage
industry of Sarthebari, Hajo in Assam are facing it difficult to repay their bank loans.

(b) whether it is also a fact that those artists are facing life and death
problem to continue as artists/labourers in the present circumstances of high price
rise of the raw materials including the essential commodities;

(¢) whether Government would take appropriate steps to wave the small
loan amount to save the lives of those artists/labourers;

(d) if not, the reasons therefore; and

(e) the details of imitiatives taken for the development of the industry in
that state?

THE MINISTER OF MICRO, SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES
(SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH): (a) As per the information received from State
Government of Assam, there is no record of communications from Bell Metal artists
of Sarthebari regarding difficulty faced by them in repayment of loans.

(b) The bell metal artists Sarthebari are facing difficulty because of high rise
of the price of raw material.

(c¢) and (d) As per the State Government vide their communication dated 21st
March 2012, there 1s no demand for waiver of the loans taken by the artists.

(&) The Ministry of MSME has taken initiatives for development of brass
and bell metal cluster at Hajo and Sarthebari. Soft interventions (training, exposure
visits, etc) have been undertaken for Brass and Bell Metal Cluster, Hajo. A Common
Facility Centre at a cost of Rs. 151.74 lakh with Government of India assistance of
Rs.100 lakh (Rs. 81.66 lakh released) has been approved for Brass and Bell Metal
Cluster, Hajo. Diagnostic study has been conducted for Sarthebari cluster. The
Government of Assam has taken steps for development of bell metal industries in
Sarthebari. An amount of Rs. 157.34 lakh was released under State Priority scheme
for Bell Metal industry Sarthebari by Government of Assam to the Deputy
Commissioner, Barpeta for raw material assistance etc. A godwon has been
constructed by Assam Industirial Infrastructure Development Corporation at
Sarthebari for benefit of artisans.

Growth of MSME sector

11339, SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD:
SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARI:

Will the Minister of MICRO, SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that small and micro industries have the potential
to stabilize the economy of the country;
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(b) if so, Government’s reaction in this regard; and

(¢) whether it is also a fact that the growth of this sector has not been
satisfactory during the last years and if so, the average annual growth rate in this
sector during the last five years?

THE MINISTER OF MICRO, SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES
(SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH): (a) The micro and small enterprises (MSEs) have
potential for employment generation and wide regional dispersal and thus contribute
to stabilizing the country’s economy.

(b) The Government has been facilitating the promotion and development of
MSEs through implementation of various schemes/programmes relating to credit,
infrastructure development, technology upgradation, marketing, entrepreneurial/skill
development, etc. The major schemes include Credit Guarantee Scheme, Credit
Linked Capital Subsidy Scheme, Performance and Credit Rating Scheme, Cluster
Development Programme, National Manufacturing Competitiveness Programme and
Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme.

(¢) Traditionally, the MSE sector has maintained a higher rate of growth
than the overall industrial sector. The data on comparative growth rates of
production 1s available up to the year 2007-08 which shows that the MSE sector has
registered higher growth rates of 12.6% and 13% against 11.9% and 8.7% in overall
industrial sector in 2006-07 and 2007-08 respectively.

Funds to Bihar

1340. SHRI SABIR AL Will the Minister of MICRO, SMALL AND MEDIUM
ENTERPRISES be pleased to state:

(a) the details of funds/amounts given/spent in Bihar by the Ministry and
its various organisation’s during the last three years and the current year; so far;

(b) the purposes for which these amounts were given/spent; and
(c) the steps being taken to increase those funds?

THE MINISTER OF MICRO, SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES
{SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH): (a) Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
implements schemes for the development of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs) in the country. Funds allocated and utilized under the major schemes of
the Ministry during last three years and current years are given in statement {See
below). State-wise allocations are not made as they are Central Schemes and driven
by the demand from the industrial units/clusters/States.

(b) The schemes of the Ministry relate to facilitating credit flow to the
MSME, technology upgradation, skill development, infrastructure development and
marketing and such other activities.

(¢) Allocations of funds under the various schemes of the Ministry are
made keeping in view the demand {rom the industrial units/clusters/States.



