Written Answers [29 MAR., 2012] to Unstarrved Questions 79

1 2 3

3. Buyer's Credit Agreement for US Dollars 60.69
million between EXIM Bank of India and
Government of Sri Lanka.

4. MoU between Government of India and Sri Lanka
on cooperation in the field of Agriculture.

5. Mol between Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
and Telecommunication Regulatory Commission of

S Lanka.

Induction of Ex-Maoists in Nepalese Army

1739. SHRI TARUN VIJAY : Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be

pleased to state :

{a)  whether the Government has information that the ex-Maoists guerrillas
are being inducted into Nepalese Army after a brief 'bridging' training course for a few

months; and

(b)  Government's view of this development in regard to our security, keeping

in view the traditional hard line anti-India stand of the Maoist guerrillas?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI E. AHAMED) : (a) and (b} The Government of India has welcomed the
Agreement reached among the political parties in Nepal to take the integration and
rehabilitation of the Maoist combatants to its logical conclusion. The Government has
congratulated the people and the political parties in Nepal for their commitment to
peacelully resolving outstanding issues in a spirit of consensus and for displaying
enlightened leadership. India has fully supported these efforts to pave the way for
Nepal's transition to a pluralistic and inclusive multi-party democracy. India has
consistently maintained that conclusion of the peace process and drafting of the new

Constitution have to be settled by the people and political parties of Nepal.
CBMS with Pakistan

1740. PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN-50Z : Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
be pleased to state :

(a)  whetheritis a fact that civil societies both in India and Pakistan are earnestly
making a plea for adoption of Confidence Building measures (CBMs) to strengthening

relations between two countries; and

{(b)  if so, the action the Ministry has initiated in this connection?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI E. AHAMED) : (a) The Government and people of India desire friendly,
cooperative and good neighbourly relations with Pakistan. The leaders of Pakistan
have from time to time conveyed that the Government and people of Pakistan desire

harmonious, cooperative and friendly relations between two countries.

{(b)  During the Foreign Secretary levels talks held in Islamabad on June 24,
2011, both sides decided to convene separate Expert level meetings on Nuclear and
Conventional Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) to discuss implementation and
strengthening of existing arrangements and to consider additional measures, which
are mutually acceptable, to build trust and confidence and promote peace and security.
The issue was also discussed during the meeting between External Affairs Minister
and Pakistan's Foreign Minister held on July 27, 2011 in New Dehi and both sides
agreed to convene separate expert level meetings on Nuclear and Conventional CBMs
on a mutually convenient date. Further, during the meeting, the Ministers decided on
several CBMs aimed at strengthening and streamlining trade and travel arrangements
across the Line of Control. The separate Expert level meetings on Conventional and
Nuclear CBMs were held on December 26-27, 2011 in Islamabad. In the meetings,
both sides reviewed the implementation and strengthening of existing CBMSs and agreed
to explore possibilities for mutually acceptable additional CBMs.

Private Sector in Passport Work

T1741. SHRI OM PRAKASH MATHUR : Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state

{a)  whether Government is considering to entrust the private sector with the

task of making important document such as passport etc.;

(b)  if so, the agency which is to do this task and whether this task is being
entrust to the private sector all over the country or certain selected cities have been

mncluded in this scheme; and

{¢)  whether passing on such an important document to private sector is

advisable?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRIE. AHAMED) : {a) and (b) As part of the Passport Seva Project, 77 Passport
Seva Kendras (PSKs) are being established across the country on public-private-
partnership basis as approved by the Union Cabinet in September 2007. Tata
Consultancy Services have been entrusted inter alia with setting up the PSKs in cities

as well as smaller town, providing IT infrastructure and manpower.

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



