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number of indebted farmer households was highest in Uttar Pradesh (6.92
million), followed by Andhra Pradesh (4.95 million) and Maharashtra (3.61
million).

The Government of India is implementing the National Policy of Farmers, 2007
with an objective to increase the income of farmers by enhancing the economic viability
of farming in addition to increasing production and productivity. The policy provisions,
inter-alia, include asset reforms in respect of land, water, livestock, fisheries and bio-
resources; provide support services and inputs like application of frontier technologies;
agricultural bio-security system; supply of good quality seeds and disease-free planting
material, issue of soil health passbooks to the farmers and integrated pest management
system; region and crop specific implements and machinery; timely, adequate and
easy reach of institutional credit at reasonable interest rates and farmer-friendly
insurance instruments; use of Information and Communication Technology to revitalize
agricultural extension; implementation of Minimum Support Price; development of
agricultural market infrastructure and terminal markets for agriculture.

Development plans for Jharkhand under NRAA

1885. SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU : Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a)  whether large areas in Jharkhand are rainfed, for which special development
plans have been prioritized by National Rainfed Arca Authority (NRAA);

(b)  ifso, the details of rainfed area developmental plans of Jharkhand including
physical and financial targets of Eleventh Five Year Plan;

(c)  whether the targets have been fully achieved so far; and

(d)  if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor including steps
taken by Union Government to achieve the targets?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
CHARAN DAS MAHANT) : (a) to (d) As per available estimates (2009-10), in
Jharkhand, rainfed/net un-irrigated area is 11.49 lakh ha (about 92% of 12.50 lakh ha
of net sown arca). National Rainfed Area Authority (NRA A) has taken up pilot project
on “Capitalizing Opportunities of Rice Fallow for Sustainable Livelihood Development™
in Jharkhand covering 4500 ha.

During Eleventh Five Year Plan under Integrated Watershed Management
Programme (IWMP), 703 micro watersheds covering 4.57 lakh ha with an estimated
cost of Rs. 548.74 crores have been taken up and work is in progress in all micro-
watersheds. In addition, development of rain fed/degraded areas is also taken up under
National Watershed Development Project for Rainfed Areas (NWDPRA), Soil
Conservation in the Catchments of River Valley Project and Flood Prone River (RVP
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and FPR) etc. During first four years of Eleventh Five Year Plan, an arca of 0.35 lakh
ha have been developed with an expenditure of Rs. 36.55 crore in the State.

Granting status of Industry to Agriculture

1886. SHRI SHADI LAL BATRA : Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a)  whether Government is considering any proposal to grant industry status
to agriculture; and

(b)  if so, the details and reaction of Government thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
CHARAN DAS MAHANT) : (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise in view of (a) above.
Reservations of dairy sector in meat export subsidy

1887. SHRIMATI RENUBALA PRADHAN : Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a)  whether dairy sector is against meat export subsidies;
(b) if so, the details thereof and reasons therefor; and
(c) the views of the experts in this regard for the Twelfth Five Year Plan?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
CHARAN DAS MAHANT) : (a) Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority (APEDA), which promotes export of agricultural products
has stated that they have no such specific reference from the dairy sector against meat
export subsidies.

(b)  does not arise in view of (a) above.

(c)  Planning Commission has informed that it had set up a Working Group on
Animal Husbandry and Dairying for formulation of Twelfth Five Year Plan. There are
no comments regarding meat export subsidy in the report submitted by the Working
Group.

Impact of climate change on farm-sector

1888. SHRIN.K. SINGH : Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state:

(a)  whether climate change is likely to have an adverse impact on India’s
farm sector;

(b)  if so, the details thereof;



