Oral Answers to Questions

rechecked. That is what I have said in my answer They have to be rechecked
because there is some dispute on this. But even on this undernourishment, child
underweight and child mortality, the Government of India, especially, the Ministry of
Health, has taken a large number of steps. On this index of undernourishment, child
underweight and child mortality, we are trying to find out some solution which is
basically done by the Ministry of Health.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 343. (Jnterruptions)...

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: Sir, please. It is an important issue.
{(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No. You can have a discussion. You give notice for it.

{(Interruptions)...
SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: Sir, it is an important question. (Inferraptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: No. We can’t have a discussion now.
SHRI M.S. GILL: Sir, the whole storage problem was related to Punjab.

{(Interruptions)...

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: Sir, this is a very important question.
{Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no, | appreciate the point. Please give notice for a
discussion. (Inferruptions)... We are now on question No. 343.

[The questioner Shri Bharatsinh Prabhatsinh Parmar was absent]
Schemes/projects implemented in Gujarat

%343, SHRI BHARATSINH PRABHATSINH PARMAR: Will the Minister of
EARTH SCIENCES be pleased to state:

() the details of the schemes/projects implemented or under implementation
by the Ministry during the last three years in Gujarat;

(b) the quantum of funds allocated in this regard;

(c) whether the Ministry has conducted any survey for continuous rising of
sea-level in the coastal areas of the State; and

(d) 1f so, the details thereof and the details of action taken in this matter.

THE MINISTER OF EARTH SCIENCES (SHRI VILASRAO DESHMUKH):
(a) to (b) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) The mimstry has taken up the following nitiatives in Gujarat during the
last three years though the ministry doesn’t have any specific Centrally Sponsored

Scheme (CSS) for implementation in Gujarat:
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Established an Earth Science and technology Centre (ESTC) in
Bhavnagar University to expand focused R and D activities Marine
Coastal Ecology.

Varahamihira Chair Professor and Young Fellow in the Indian institute of

Technology, Gandhinagar.

A project to study climate change impact on human, natural and spatial
environment to the Centre for Environmental Planning and Technology
{(CEPT) University, Ahmedabad.

A project on Bio-fuel granted to Central Salt and Marine Chemicals
Research Institute (CSMCRI) Bhavnagar (cost sharing by the Ministry

of Earth Sciences and Council for Scientific and Industrial Research)

Projects to Sardar Patel University and Gujarat University in focused

areas of earth sciences.

Palco-tsunami studies along the Gujarat Coast being carried out by M.S.
University, Baroda.

Crustal deformations studies in Kachchh and west Narmada by the

Institute of Seismological Research, Gandhinagar.

Engineering site investigations for dam axis selection in the Gulf of

Khambhal under the Kalpasagar Project.

Setting up of 8§ Electronic Display boards at Bhadreshwar, Jakhao, Juna
Bander Mandvi, Nanalaija, Diu, Porbandar and Veraval of Gujarat for
dissemination of nformation to fisherman community.

Monitoring of marine pollution at four locations at Vadinar, Veraval and

Hazira.

(b) The Quantum of fund allocated for implementation of the above projects

in Gujarat was Rs. 18.48 crore for the last 3 years, which has been built-in the

respective national programs of the ministry.

(c) Yes, Sir

(d) As a part of long-term monitoring of sea level, the Survey of India has

established 4 tide gauges viz. Okha, Veraval, Porbander, Kandla for continuous
measurements of sea level along the Gujarat coast. All of these tide gauge stations
are transmitting data in real time to the Indian National Centre for Ocean Information
Services (INCOIS), Hyderabad under the Ministry of Harth Sciences (MoES). The
analysis of past tide gauge records for the Indian coastline regions gives an average

sea level rise of 1.29 mm/year for the last 40 years.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Is there any supplementary?
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SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA: Yes Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, Rupalaji.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: One only.
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SHRI VILASRAO DESHMUKH: Sir, regarding this question of Kalpasar
Project, the National Institute of Ocean Technology under the Ministry of Earth
Sciences, 1s conducting a study programme for Kalpasar Project since February,
2010. The Kalpasar Project envisages installation of a dam across the Gulf of
Khambhat from Bhavnagar to Dahej and the impounded portion of the gulf on the
northern side of the dam to result in a huge fresh water lake in due course. This
institution is involved in engineering the site investigation for dam axis selection
and numerical model studies for changes of hydrodynamics and sedimentation
pattern in Gulf of Khambhat due to construction of the dam. The study of the
project is being done and the Central Government 1s helping the institution, say, to
the tune of Rs. 40 lakhs, which has been provided from the Central funds.
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SHRIMATT KANIMOZHI: Mr. Chairman, Sir, in 10 year’s time, it has been
estimated that a large portion of our coastal area is going to be submerged. There
are many people who live in coastal areas. We have a large coastal belt in India.
What 1s the option with the Government? What actions has the Government of India
taken to protect these people and to make sure that there are other options available
for them because the fishermen largely live in coastal areas and very close to the
sea? Then there are so many other things which are being done there. So what

option the Government has for these people?
SHRI VILASRAO DESHMUKH: Sir, this question is regarding Gujarat.
SHRIMATT KANIMOZHI: Sir, the Minister can even answer for Gujarat.

SHRI VILASRAO DESHMUKH: Sir, as [ said earlier, if there 1s any cyclonic
information, then definitely we can take immediate steps. As per the study which has
been made, the normal sea growth is just 1.29 millimetre per year If there is any
seismic warning or cyclone waming, there 1s a Centre for that. We can inform the
State Government as to how much area is going to be submerged and ask them to
take immediate steps. The evacuation process can start there. I don’t think there is

any major problem in that.
Efficacy of SMS and IVRS Services

*344 SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Will the Minister of EARTH
SCIENCES be pleased to state:

(a) the extent to which the SMS and Integrated Voice Response System
(IVRS) services have been successful for the farmers;

(b) whether the Ministry plans to introduce a dedicated. Agromet

{Agriculture Meteorological) service for the farmers: and
(c) 1if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF EARTH SCIENCES (SHRI VILASRAO DESHMUKH): (a)
to () A statement 1s laid on the Table of the House.



