RAJYA SABHA
Friday, 17th August, 2012/26th Sravana, 1934 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

DISPENSING WITH QUESTION HOUR

Re. Suspension of Question Hour to discuss the issue of large scale fleeing
of people of North-East from different parts of the Country

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, I have received requests from several quarters
to suspend the Question Hour to take up discussion on the topic of ‘Attacks on migrants
from North-East Region’ of the country in various States. In the light of the requests
made, I have decided to suspend the Question Hour and take up the discussion
immediately.

It has been further decided that one person from each Party will speak and every
speaker will be given five minutes, after which the mike will be switched off and nothing
will go on record. #3ft <fl, sUEH FH FEA T
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SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Hon. Chairman, Sir, I rise with a heavy
heart to discuss this issue of large-scale fleeing of people of North-East from different
parts of the country.

Sir, just now, you have mentioned about the attacks, but we must put the record
straight. As such, except one incident in Pune where some 11 students were attacked,
there were no attacks in any other place, be it Bangalore or even Chennai or even
Mumbai or even Hyderabad or even in other parts where this large-scale exodus is
taking place. It is all because of mischief, rumour-mongering and mysterious SMS being
sent with threatening calls, and also in some places there is display of posters depicting
what happened in Myanmar to a particular section of the people. But, unfortunately,
it has created a fear-psychosis in the minds of the North-Eastern Region people and
thousands of them started flecing their respective places of work. It happened in
Bangalore; it is happening even in Tamil Nadu. Today, we have reports also; the



2 Dispensing with [RAJYA SABHA] Question Hour

newspaper headline says, ‘ After Bangalore, Chennai to see exodus and there were around
3000 people at the Chennai Railway Station.’

Sir, it is unfortunate that even from far-off places like Coimbatore, Madurai and
other places also, these North-Eastern Region people are trying to go back to their
respective States. This is happening in different parts of the country. The Chief Minister
of Karnataka immediately called a meeting of the North-Eastern community in
Bangalore, and also people belonging to different communities, and appealed to all
of them not to get panicked but maintain calm. He also said that full protection would
be given to North-Eastern community. The same thing should be done by all the Chief
Ministers concerned in their respective States. Sir, I feel that the Centre has got a
greater responsibility. It is not the problem of the North-Eastern States’ community
living in different parts of the country. India is a free country; we are one nation;
we are one people. People from one region can go to other region and work there,
and they have got full liberty provided by the Constitution and our democratic system
in this country. But it is unfortunate that that sort of a fear psychosis is being created
in certain section of the community by some vested interests. It is the duty of the
Central Government with all the intelligence at its command to find out which are
these forces, who are these people who are doing this mischief. We have seen what
happened in Mumbai; we have seen what sort of speeches were made in Mumbai
also. I don’t want to go into detail and I don’t want to divert the attention, and also
vitiate the atmosphere. But, at the same time, it is our duty to find out the real culprits
behind this. Sir, this is a question of, as I told you, not only the North-East, but
also national integrity. We all stand by the students of the North-East. We all stand
by the community of the North-East. We firmly extend all our support, whatever is
required, to the North-Eastern community living in different parts of the country. But,
the Government of India, with Doordarshan at its command, with All India Radio,
with all the Intelligence network, with other publicity institutions at its command, should
communicate to the people not to be panicky and assure them of full protection. The
hon. Prime Minister should also make an appeal. I also appeal to the entire House,
here in the Rajya Sabha also, that we must all make a common appeal to the students
and other people of the North-Eastern community, who are living in different parts
of the country, not to get panicky and not to believe these rumours. The entire country,
from Kanyakumari to Kashmir, is one with them. The North-East is an integral part
of India. They are our brothers and sisters. So, we stand by them. This sort of a
message should go from this House.

But, I insist, Sir, that there is a clear-cut mischief. There is a conspiracy. There
are some forces which are working to create such a situation, to affect the national
integrity of our country. Which are those forces? Who are those people? From where
has it started? This has to be found out. Making political allegations or trying to score
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points is not the issue now. The issue is to go to the bottom of the problem and find
out how this mischief is happening. Sir, as I told you, even after the Karnataka Chief
Minister held a meeting, there is no incident in any part of Southern States, but
unfortunately, this very large-scale scheme is going on because of continuous SMS’s
that they will be attacked after a particular festival, they will be attacked if they don’t
vacate the houses. These sorts of SMS’s are coming. So, it is not a very difficult or
big task for the Government of India to make a detailed inquiry and find out who are
the culprits behind this.

Sir, on behalf of the Bharatiya Janata Party, I unequivocally condemn these incidents
and also appeal to the North-Eastern community not to be panicky. It is not only the
political party, BJP, but the entire country is behind them. I appeal to the House, through
hon. Chairman, that we should all make a joint appeal at the end of this discussion,
to the North-Eastern community not to be panicky because it is a matter concerning
the national integration of the country.

DR. KARAN SINGH (NCT of Delhi): Mr. Chairman, Sir, we face many problems
in the country, but this time, there has been an escalation of problems. This North-
East affair has really shaken all of us because the North-East, as has been said just
now, is an integral part of this nation, and if students from one part of the country
feel that they are going to be persecuted or they are going to be attacked in another
part of the country, it is very detrimental to our national interest. I remember rumours
can create havoc. The rumours in Kashmir created havoc. One whole community
disappeared overnight because of the rumours. So, Sir, I entirely agree that we must
assure the people of the North-East that their security, their interests are the deepest
conviction and commitment that we have.

The Prime Minister visited, the Congress President visited and many other Party
leaders have visited. This is not a question that can divide the House on party lines.
This is something where we all have to stand united. However, we have to find out
— here, I agree with what Shri Venkaiah Naidu has said — from where these rumours
have originated. There is definitely some mischief. The incident that took place in
Mumbai, was not a spontancous incident. It was an incident where there was some
planning and where there was some violence. That is evident to anybody reading the
newspapers. So, what is it? What is the conspiracy? Who is doing this? In Karnataka
also, there have been rumours. Thousands of students are fleeing from their homes.
The SMS’s are going around. And, Sir, as you know, when people get back to their
homes, what will be their attitude? They will be full of fear, anger and bitterness. So,
we have to put a stop to this. We have to unitedly, as a House, appeal to everybody,
not only to the students of North-East, but to our own people that they must go out
of their way to re-assure these people.

They study all over India. Once this starts, then you do not know where it will
end. So, we take a very serious and grave view about this. As far as my Party is
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concerned, we are in power in Assam and Karnataka. Every State Government has a
very special responsibility. The Government of India will fulfil its responsibility. My
colleague, Shri Kapil Sibal, I am sure, is in touch with these universities because we
have got to interact with them, but the State Governments have the primary responsibility
for law and order. I would very strongly urge my friends and colleagues in the House
that we must take this incident very seriously. I am glad, you have suspended the Question
Hour because this is something which is deeply distressing, deeply hurtful, and, therefore,
we have to do whatever we can, as a result of this debate, to reassure the people from
North-East that they are part of us and they will be safe anywhere in the country. Thank
you.

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA (Assam): Mr. Chairman, Sir, we are really
grateful to this House and Hon’ble Chairman for the concerns expressed towards the
problems faced by the people of North Eastern Region in various parts of the country.
This is not the time to criticize anyone. This is the time to work together for peace
and harmony in the entire country. What is the situation? What has happened? Frankly
speaking, the information we have received is that 15,000 people left Bangalore, more
than 3,000 people left Pune, more than 5,000 people left Chennai, and, thousands of
people left Kerala. They are receiving threatening SMS messages. One can also see
posters asking the people of North-Eastern Region to leave the place by 20th of this,
else they will be killed. When these types of posters were there, when these types of
SMS messages were there, out of fear, people left the place, Sir.

Sir, I would like to mention an incident. One person who was travelling by the
Trivandrum Express to visit Assam was thrown out of train and killed. His body is
still in the police station. First of all, I would like to request the Government to please
make arrangements to send his body to Assam. Secondly, after Mumbai incident, had
the Government taken adequate measures, this type of situation would not have arisen.

My suggestion is that all of us in this House should pass a resolution today urging
each and every citizen of the country to give protection to the people of North-Eastern
Region, and, that we would work together for the integrity of the country. Immediately
after we got the news, we contacted the Chief Minister of Karnataka, the Union Home
Minister, and, also the Railway Minister, Shri Muniappa, and, everybody gave us
assurance that full protection would be given to the people of North-Eastern Region.
Today also, I have secen a big advertisement given by Karnataka Government in the
national daily urging the people not to leave Karnataka. These are all welcome steps.

Sir, not only in Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala or Pune, but in all parts of
the country also, thousands of people from the North-Eastern Region are there. So, 1
request the Government to take up the matter with each and every State and talk to
the Chief Minister, DGP and Chief Secretary of each and every State.

Sir, my ecarnest request to everybody is not to politicize the issue. It is time to
think about the safety of our people, the safety of people of the North Eastern Region.
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Their safety is our first priority. Other issues would be discussed later on. I would again
request this House to please pass a resolution today, through which, we should urge
upon the citizens of the country to maintain peace and harmony in the greater interest
of the integrity of our country. Thank you very much, Sir.

SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL (Kerala): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I thank you for giving me
the opportunity to speak on this issue. Sir, this issue has given rise to a feeling of
seriousness in the minds of all of us. Sir, now, we have found that some students and
workers are coming back even from Kerala. But, Sir, in Kerala, there was not a single
incident reported. I am saying this about my State. But, unfortunately, such information
is circulated through SMS messages, e-mails and other electronic devices. This is a
created story. So, I think, it is the need of the hour to raise this issue very seriously.
We are with the people of North-East, wherever they are. In Kerala also, lakhs and
lakhs of North- Eastern people are working. They are very friendly to all of us and
we feel that this kind of a campaign, a negative campaign, in the country is not good
for the country. I totally support the issues which Mr. Baishya raised here. We have
to adopt a Resolution and communicate it to the country, Sir. Thank you.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, hon. Leader of the Opposition. ...(Inferruptions)... Just
one minute. We are coming to other speakers.

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY): Sir, we are
discussing the current issue in somewhat very challenging circumstances. Our national
priority, and the foremost amongst them, is the sovereignty and unity of this country.
North-East is one of our priority areas in this regard. Whether its distance or other
adversities, they create a challenging situation in the North-East. But, then, North-East
is also a region which has some of the loveliest people of this country. And wherever
they have gone either for work or for education, they have normally been welcomed
all over the country. Even when the slightest of incidents took place in Bengaluru or
in Delhi some months ago, we spent a long time in the last session discussing that
situation and expressing a hope that such incidents would not be repeated. Their presence
in various parts of the country, in fact, promotes national unity and integrity, and,
therefore, a situation like this, where a fear psychosis is created amongst them and some
of them have to move back to their States in a State of panic, is a challenge which
each one of us faces. In fact, so gentle are those persons in their behaviour — 1 was
watching the interviews of those sitting in the compartments of trains — and yet they
wanted to deny the fact that they were being intimidated. They wanted to give other
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reasons for going back to their regions and I think, it is an onerous responsibility on
each one of us to make sure that this panicky situation, this ramour-mongering, comes
to an end, and the Central Government, the State Governments, all political parties and
all communities speak in one language and make sure that this exodus stops immediately
and those who have been misled to go back, return to their place of work and study.
I join myself with the sentiment which is expressed by every section of this House.

THE PRIME MINISTER (DR. MANMOHAN SINGH): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I join
the Leader of the Opposition and all other colleagues who have spoken on this very
sensitive issue and I congratulate the hon. Members that they have spoken with great
restraint. The North-Eastern Region of our country is a very sensitive region, but one
thing that I would like to say is that whatever may have happened in Kokrajhar and
other areas should not be used as an occasion to fan rumours to create an environment
in other parts of our country in which the people from the North-East feel insecure.
What is at stake is the unity and integrity of our country, what is at stake is communal
harmony, and it is the solemn obligation of all of us, regardless of the party that we
may belong to, to work together to create an atmosphere in which this rumour mongering
will come to an end and the people of the North-Eastern States will feel genuinely
that any part of our country welcomes them. If there are any miscreants, if there are
people who are fanning these rumours, I think they should be brought to book. I have
been in touch with the Chief Ministers of various States and I assure you, Sir, that
we will do our utmost to ensure that our friends, our children and our citizens from
the North-East feel secure in any part and every part of our country. This country belongs
to them as much as to any one of us, and, thercfore, as patriots, we must send out
a message to all those who want to disturb peace and amity among various regions,
among various communities that this House stands unitedly in support of all the people
of the North-East. That we will work together to give them a feeling of security, that
we will work together to curb and effectively control all the elements who are out to
create trouble on this very sensitive issue.

SHRI KUNAL KUMAR GHOSH (West Bengal): * Hon’ble Chairman Sir, let me
first thank you for having decided to suspend the Question Hour today to discuss such
an important issue in the House. The Constitution of India under the Right to freedom
guarantees the right to speech and expression and to move freely throughout the territory
of India. It is very unfortunate that the recent incidents in Assam had some ill-effects
in other parts of the country. But these incidents in Assam are not religious, this is
not a communal conflict, it is not a problem of language or a sectarian violence; it
is rather a social problem. The problems have roots in the incident and its effect has
spread in other parts of the country. Our brothers and sisters of North-East, staying
in other parts of the country, are suffering from a sense of insecurity.

*English version of original speech made in Bengali.
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Sir, I belong to Assam’s neighbouring State of West Bengal. West Bengal is
maintaining peace and harmony under the leadership of our Hon’ble Chief Minister,
Ms. Mamata Banerjee. The Government of West Bengal have taken all necessary steps
to establish camps for those who are coming from the bordering areas of Assam seeking
shelter and to stand beside them in their hour of crisis. After the main incident, we
have noticed a sense of panic and insecurity in other parts of the country. We have
all the political parties here in this House and many Hon’ble Members have already
pointed out one important aspect: that in this era of information technology, while we
have made progress in many fields, many irresponsible people deliberately use the social
networking sites like Facebook, Twitter and emails to project a distorted picture of the
incidents among the people. I think there is some hidden power that wants to disrupt
the integrity and sovereignty of India. I would like to thank the Hon’ble Minister of
Railways as they are taking necessary steps to ameliorate the distress of people. We
have seen that over the ages, the poets have raised their voices and used their mighty
pen in such moments of crisis. The poet has written: “Among variety of languages,
variety of tales, and variety of attires, you can, in all this variety, see a great unity
flowing.” Kobiguru Rabindranath Tagore also wrote: “In this sacred place Aryans, non-
Aryans, Dravidians, Afghans, Shakas, Hoons and Mughals have come and assimilated
their individuality in One Supreme Body.” We have to stand together in absolute unity
to dispel the sense of panic, rumour, fear and insecurity. The political parties and the
media should rise above politics to make everything peaceful. We are acting accordingly
in West Bengal under the able leadership of our Hon’ble Chief Minister, Ms. Mamata
Banerjee.

I would appeal to all of you to let us preserve the freedom of speech, but at the
same time, we must also put immediate control over the rumour-mongering activities
enacted through sites like Facebook, Tweet, and blogs. We cannot tolerate that an
individual should be left free to spread the seeds of poison and to create anarchy in
other parts of the country. I believe all the political parties and people irrespective of
caste and creed are united over this issue. We as political parties present in this House
and all of us in the country would act as one against the people who have in the past
or recently tried to destroy the integrity of our nation by spreading rumours. We should
strive hard to ensure that not only the people of North-cast should remain safe and
secure, but all other people residing clsewhere in any part of the country should feel
assured of security and safety. Thank you.
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T BN 3o, AR URTeT 8RR WM @ ATl v sMeT examples €, T
d wAE & GRUT I8 T8 AT 9Ed], W OARSI @1 9gd 991 aneE | AeEse
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W F YE AA 7 AW F AR ST q@l $ REAS AaRE AR HIA P A bl
B, O IEE Y A T Th THRASG WGW I BT FH P, T I FE W ¥ B
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AF W Al IR FRAT AR EL(@AaUF).. § TR I8 I Py e Mved R WS
JHTRT T, UFE §H ORE @I WF gl 7 8 U F Fawn o @ oM R ¥
A oeTRE ¥ 5 s W 'MW ARyl # suer Tomiiieter T8 e asdar dfed
4 7§ FeN @@ g F.(@@EEm)..

sft wvmufy @ oMU Ul fe WA B ge E.(Eum)..

sft < purer Agg - ¢ L (EEM)...
i wurafy : wiw, T 98 WVl U Ui fiMe W & Y .. (a@ess)... No, no;

this is not on record. ...(Interruptions)...

sft oA Jdhar AEg - WX, ST WS 9 e Nol ARyl (@EEH).. W AR $ 9eY
AT TR |....(HEErH)...

*Not Recorded.



Dispensing with [17 AUG, 2012] Question Hour 13

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no; please sit down. Don’t disturb a very orderly debate.
...(Interruptions)... 1 will take care of that ¥™ @urar <, &8 syl Please.
...(Interruptions)... You have finished your time. It is not going on record.

sft T pureT AT ¢

sft wa. dFar g V9 AR @ 9T 9§ e e ARl (@EE)... 3 ST ATy
P WE I} YT Tl (@auF).. He is spreading rumours in the House.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Venkaiahji, please sit down. Dr. Maitreyan. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, you should not allow him to continue in such
a manner. The House should not be allowed to spread rumours. This is anti-social. You
must suspend him from the House. This is not the way. What an irresponsible
...(Interruptions)... on the part of the Member to spread rumours in the House!

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, Venkaiahji, allow the discussion to continue.
...(Interruptions)... Please, allow your colleague Dr. Maitreyan to speak. ...(Inferrup-
tions)... Please sit down. We are having a very orderly discussion. Please... (Interruptions)...
One minute. ...(Interruptions)... One minute. Please sit down. We agreed in the morning
to observe the five minute rule and anything beyond five minutes will not go on record.
Dr. Maitreyan. ...(Interruptions)...

sl S yorer AREY R @RES) - 3= I B MRAT B A A8 T L.(HEE). .
sl wrr R @@= ween - 9 WedT W A% AR L (=9RE)..
st wumfa - T R N w9 35 AIEvl.(=aEE)..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Time is very precious. Please...(Interruptions)... Now, Dr. V.
Maitreyan.

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): Respected Chairman, the recent incidents of
violence in Assam, the vandalism in Mumbai and the attempted exodus of the people
belonging to North-East from certain parts of the country are really shocking and of
concern to us, and on behalf of AIADMK, I strongly condemn these incidents. But,
if you have to look at the cause for these things, one singular factor which emboldened
the mischief-mongers and the rumour spreaders to press the panic button about sending
the SMS is clearly the failure of the Mumbai Police to arrest the perpetrators and
instigators of vandalism last week. It is nearly a week after the incident and still no
person of significance has been arrested for that act of vandalism. As far as Tamil Nadu
is concerned, Tamil Nadu has always been an oasis of peace, especially under the Chief
Ministership of my Party Supremo, Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi. Even when the country has
witnessed the worst communal riots in various parts in the last several decades, Tamil
Nadu has always been very peaceful. In fact, people of Tamil Nadu have shown their

*Not Recorded.
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love and affection to people from other parts of the country. It is with that goodwill
gesture only that my Party Leader even proposed the name of the tallest leader from
the North-East in the run-up to the election for the President of this country. So, Tamil
Nadu will always be safe for all people and, under our Government in Tamil Nadu,
people from any part of the country can be rest assured that they will be safe in Tamil
Nadu. But, I urge the Central Government to kindly act fast. Time is running out for
you; even otherwise, it is running out for you. If you do not act now, you will repent
eternally. Thank you.

A Bar= (3R - gvae 9 \eiee, e 9w te TR Hee W ®1 98
ST T B I/ B A SEP U @0 F AR W S gl ST oFR a1 Bl A gfer
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g Rl 5 w9 el 7 AN & A9 N ofgRe &1 W@ UeT fear g1 § 5 3 Rera
TE PR @ E| TR MR & WF I FT fewer TE BNm, I P SERGE TE
BN o I8 S A9 B NTRedr & sHP SIRY B9 AR b FEEN T8l $Y Ghd
gl wEEy, ¥ 9@ oo 5 oW @ wew ¥ S gweid g, Y @ 9§ S9d R
¥ g e mnl oome § Sfeww T @) RUE oW VEl o, SHE ARl HHE
F S RO o ¥ 9% ¥% wEd & 5 9w 9 W T - S9H IRU™ ann @ I
o Tt oft BRI Wg WY A 9 ST A W s RUE # wwr ¥ 5 3w W <m
e, I8 ST6 d= § g ©l 99 R A ¥' W dE W g.(@Eum).. d AAiel
FHRE P RO # a9 IR B g L.(JF)... I8 AFSAT S L(@FEF)... §7 A
e 5 foee &) WRoR.(@aEm).. onft o0 g <) o8 w® 9 5 o ds oty @
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g, g o o1 I8 ', w1 fed te W @) g™ A1 U6 W B WIR 59PN JHEd]
TR APl 87 Fm WPGR W Y SEEGE] T BT b APl g9 W1 8 & FEA SR
TR I WIR B! SEEASE! ol DT /A IXGex &, ol Fo A Toeaes, feaew

F IR I BEgH F TRT B W B, SHHT A Y 7, SHfoY I8 eEaqE! ool

P TRBR DI o+ BRI I MU St gid IZ S|SB b By, W A8l qRT WER
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IO fayig o= ot o ofed & SHel $9 eauR fear ov s W aRar ¥ feR
FAT BN SR SW WEY A FRAE! & s8R s ¥ oW, § e uiet @ ik 9
FAT AU SR F AAET F AN B IE HEAl ABAl § [ G I SAb AF §, BH
g AN STF T Fl BF S OTRY XA fF W'l ¥ 9 0§ Su S el W’
A Y| THE W §A I§ W FeAl A © & g8 B WIR THRAT & AT ST
GRE B WA PR T b W H SO a1 9EW PRal gl g=dre |

sff aIR® MR (HERTY) : AExUily gumuly "8led, BIR 2¥ Pl Sl WERT VEl 8,
T8 THAT A HAT T BH IS B § IT FEd @ © [P FER U FAGHAR] TP 9RA
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AUPr TSl g1 H AP gRER o g & U 59 TR AHel W, TR B B qws




16  Dispensing with [RAJYA SABHA] Question Hour

PP T BRAR] TEW I F IE G o o fb Hed ) weash o fedr ot
PHG W Feied T8l B HhAT ¥l

SHRIMATIT KANIMOZHI (Tamil Nadu): Sir, on behalf of the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam and our leader Kalaignar Karunanidhi, I express our party’s concern. I would
like to assure that we are one with the people of the North-East and the different parts
of the country, who are suffering today, who have to live as refugees in their own country.
This is a very, very sad situation. When you think of your country, you believe that
it is yours. You do not differentiate. When you feel secure in Delhi, you are supposed
to feel secure in Karnataka, Kerala or Tamil Nadu and every part of India. I believe,
as an Indian, I have the right to live anywhere. But, today, sadly, lakhs of people living
as refugees in their own States, in their own places, have to leave their homes. Now,
the situation has gone even worse that they have to flee from the places they have
gone to work, to find some sustenance for their living. So, this situation cannot continue.
We have to make sure that there is reassurance. Being Indians we are very proud to
say that there is unity in diversity. But, unity will come only when we understand the
diversity amongst our people. Do we really understand what happens in Assam, and
what is the culture there? How do the people live there in Tamil Nadu? Do the people
from Rajasthan understand what is happening in Andhra Pradesh? How do they live,
and what are their problems? Is there really an understanding of the diversity among
our people? This is not just a short-term thing. When we are talking about security
of the people, it is the short-term thing we are talking about. But a true understanding
among our people, a true respect for each other’s culture and religion is the only thing
which can make sure that this country can become a secure country where everybody
feels at home, where everybody feels that he is the part of this country and he can
live with dignity in any part of this country.

Sir, here, many Members have been talking about the social media. I think, Sir,
it is not a time to kill the social media, or, to do away with it. It is because we
can’t go back on technology; we can’t go back on science. We have to look at
ways to make it more responsible. You can’t say, just an SMS or a twitter message
or a Facebook posting is the only thing which has created a riot. Even before the
social media was there, things like this happened. Word of mouth was passed, and
there had been riots created by misinformation even then. So, the question is how
to control that. What is important is what action has been taken on people after
that. It does not serve any purpose of going back on science and technology and
trying to do away with the social media. It will not help. We really have to look
at a long-term solution and make people secure and protect the minoritics in this
country. This is the chance for our nation to give a message to cach and every
citizen and minoritics and make them sure that they belong to this country and they
will be protected. Thank you very much, Sir.
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U & H 37 ¥ omE Fxa1 § & oMy s @1 education # top priority STl g8
e § 9w wpa T Fio gl iR ofte W eife technology 11 W 'H @EG €
5 &A1 2 e § SR AT WM A g @1 el @ W A fER F AN, SR yew
P AN, FERTE & o 3R BY W & o fiad o, «fed s6 foed 7 ARfsw @
AEH Pl BT FH FIAT A T A8l AAd B, TREN F U W HM AT F ARl
frar &2 8f 9@ 5 &9 TR F1 ome ft W W wRar gen faw TE I g
B9 I W P! TP FIAT E Al W P B AN Bl A ORI A SlSA BRI IS A
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SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T. (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir.
My party Telugu Desam and I join with most of the other hon. Members in
condemning the incident and extend our support to the Assamese and other North
Eastern people. Sir, when I was watching television yesterday and today morning
also, people were taking the name of Hyderabad city alongwith other cities our
country. Then I contacted the Police Commissioner, Mr. Alok Sharma, and enquired
about the situation because Madhapur, the place they are talking about, is also a
part of my own district. To the best of my knowledge there is no such incident
taking place but media is showing it in a bigger way. So, when I contacted him
to know about the latest situation there, I found that it is a fact that 500 to 600
people have left but there is no complaint by anyone. When the police was enquiring
about the reasons for these 500 people leaving the city, they were told that it was
because some persons, because of professional rivalty in one security agency where
a person just smatched away cell phone of the security guard of that particular
firm and he simply said, “You have not yet left this area.” Police says that perhaps
it may be this small reason and except that nothing is there. Even I contacted
the local people. When I contacted my own party people, they also told me similar
thing. So, Sir, there is nothing to worry. It is simply a rumour by some miscreants.
As far as I know, in my own State, though we have difference with the State
Government there, politically, we oppose them, they are not so competent to handle
so many issues, but in this particular issue I can say there is absolutely nothing
like this in Hyderabad, everything is normal. It is purely because of some rumour.
I was told that some Assamese Channels were mentioning about some incident in
Hyderabad and that is why people were referring to some particular incident without
any proper reasoning at all. So, it is the most unfortunate situation. Let us stop
this rumour. I am very happy that the hon. Prime Minister has also given an
assurance. But mere oral assurance is not sufficient. The Government must take
some effective steps in this regard because the North-Eastern area, as we all know,
is a very sensitive arca. Let us support them. I would like to give an example
here. When we were in the Government and I was a Minister, there was some
incident in this area, which is an IT hub. Some miscreants were making threatening
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calls to the IT firms and were blackmailing them. Then, we conducted a meeting
of the IT firms, where I even called the Secretary (Agencies) and police also. The
security agencies and the IT firms, particularly those who had employed people
from the North-Eastern Region, told us that these people are very hard-working
and honest; so, we should appoint them. They do their job very honestly. So, we
have that kind of impression in our arca. I would like to appeal that such rumours
must be stopped immediately and some demonstrative action must be taken by the
Government in this regard.

Thank you very much, Sir.
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SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN (Kerala): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I do support the sentiments
expressed by the hon. Prime Minister, hon. Leader of the Opposition and hon. Members
from other parties. I don’t think that it is a handiwork of some misguided elements.
We have to see, we have to examine and we have to inquire whether there was some
organized force which fomented the situation, because this happened mainly at places
where IT hubs are there, that is, Pune, Chennai, Hyderabad and some other places.
So, there is a concerted effort on the part of some forces inimical to the unity and
integrity of the country. These are designs to weaken our country. I would like to caution
our leaders in the North-East, because they have to be more cautious, that there may
be some forces that might arouse passion under the pretext of these incidents. So,
we have to ensure the country and the people of the North-East that we, as a nation,
we, as citizens, are with them. I myself and my party fully endorse these sentiments.
Thank you.

DR. BARUN MUKHERIJI (West Bengal): Sir, I must thank you that you have
allowed the House to rise to the occasion when we find that there is a serious
threat to the national integrity. It is a scrious situation and we must deal with
it on a war-footing basis. All the hon. Members who have spoken have expressed
their apprehension that some conspiracy is going on. Some culprits are spreading
rumours. As we all know, rumours are a dangerous vehicle for making mischiefs.
As a resident of West Bengal, I know the miseries of partition, I know the miseries
of exodus and I have seen how the people had to suffer. All the people of West
Bengal and all the people of Punjab know what this is. We won’t like to see
that in any way, there is any scope for repetition of all these things. So, it should
be curbed right from the beginning. Our hon. Minister, Shri Kapil Sibal, is here.
We know that technology, when used for the benefit of the mankind, is a blessing
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to us but when it is misused, it is a curse to all the people. So, many are apprehending
that behind this spread of rumours, SMSs and other technological inputs are there;
so, he should also rise to the occasion to teach a lesson that these SMSs, are
beneficial for all of us, but at the same time, these false SMSs, when it is doing
a mischief to the socicty, to the nation and to the people have to be curbed.
Culprits have to be identified and some exemplary punishment has to be given.
I join this House to give the message to our brothers and sisters of the North-
East that we are all with them, and, as the citizens of this great country, they
have the right to stay anywhere, to go anywhere, to work anywhere and to take
their education anywhere. If there is any obstruction to it, we must curb it with
iron hands.

With these words, 1 again appeal to all our friends here that irrespective of the
Party colour or all our differences, we must rise to the occasion and unitedly fight
it. We must not allow it to move an inch further, and we must keep the unity and
integrity of the whole nation intact. Thank you vey much.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, the following is the text of the Resolution
proposed to be adopted:—

“This House expresses its serious concern at the feeling of persecution of our
brothers and sisters of the North-Eastern States who are leaving various cities
and returning back to the North-East. All sections of this House and all political
parties are of the firm opinion that as citizens of this country, the people of
North-East have a right to live in any part of India. Full security should be
provided to them in all parts of India. This House appeals to all those who
are returning to North-East not to be misled by false rumours, and to come
back to their places of study or work. Their presence in various parts of the
country promotes national unity. The mischief-mongers and anti-national elements
behind the clectronic campaign to create panic should be urgently investigated
by the authorities”.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO STARRED QUESTIONS
Measures to combat drought situation

*101. SHRI T.K. RANGARAJAN: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(@) whether delay in the onset of monsoon has affected the Kharif crop
cultivation;



