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SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN (West Benga): Mr. Chairman, Sir, on behalf of
Shri Mukul Roy, | move the following Motion;:—

“That Prof. PJ. Kurien be chosen as the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.”

SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY (West Bengal): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | second the
Motion.

SHRI JAVED AKHTAR (Nominated): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | move the following
Motion:—

“That Prof. PJ. Kurien be chosen as the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.”
MS. ANU AGA (Nominated): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | second the Maotion.

SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | move the following
Motion:—

“That Prof. PJ. Kurien be chosen as the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.”

M IWM pU IeT (ER): wunfy #ey, § g bl @HeE dRal gl

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put the motion moved by Dr. Manmohan Singh
and duly seconded by Shri Arun Jaitley to vote. The question is:

“That Prof. PJ. Kurien be chosen as the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.”
The motion was adopted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | declare that Prof. PJ. Kurien has been chosen as the Deputy
Chairman of the Raya Sabha

Prof. PJ. Kurien may now be conducted to his seat by the Leader of the House
and the Leader of the Opposition.

FELICITATIONS TO DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE
(DR. MANMOHAN SINGH): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | join al the hon. Members of
this august House in felicitating Prof. PJ. Kurien on his unanimous election to the
august office of the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha. The fact that the choice
has been made unanimoudly is a reflection of the wide esteem, support and appreciation
which Prof. PJ. Kurien enjoys in this House. He has been a Member of both the
Houses. He has vast Parliamentary experience. He has vast administrative experience
as well. With his experience as Union Minister in several important portfolios, and
as a very prominent Member of the Panel of Vice-Chairmen, he had been conducting
the proceedings of the House with great aplomb. |, therefore, have great pleasure
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in felicitating Prof. PJ. Kurien on his unanimous election to the august office of
Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha. | wish him al success, and | promise him
that we will, cooperate with him, to the maximum extent possible, to ensure a smooth
functioning of the office of this august House.

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY): Sir, | join
the hon. Prime Minister and the entire House in felicitating Prof. PJ. Kurien on
his unanimous election as the Deputy Chairman of the Raya Sabha. These days,
unanimous elections are very rare. The fact that Prof. P.J. Kurien has been unanimously
elected is, actualy, a tribute to both his pleasantness and his patience which he
has shown in conducting the House al these years. He is, probably, one of the
most experienced Members of Parliament. | think he has lost count of the number
of terms he has had. He has had six terms in the Lok Sabha, and this is his third
term in the Rajya Sabha. | think, a very few people can match his kind of Parliamentary
experience. More than that, because of his ability to conduct the House and his
experience, he has earned a tremendous goodwill amongst Members of this House
and is amost regarded as a universal friend by all sections of this House. And,
Sir, now that he has literally crossed the floor and come to this side, | am sure
that he will be very fair to the side which he now sits on.

it ARTERT ([T UKD ¢ AEAE FETART S, ST UBER LS. PRIT B FddEI d I
[T BT ITFHART g9 foram M1 €, $9F g # el uidl @1 SR ¥ qT U 3R | TR
Blféed 9uTg Ud YASMAY <ol &1 39b I & H 1 T8 W U bRl g (b O UBR
STPT AN [AFHT H ST [T BT ITFHART T foram 1 7, I/ GREDIT F A 57 FAT
B FRAET § I TA1 BT RIER M W | 509G A B I g SR JAT IS H F W,
gferd vd o= Suferd quif & fedi & offcr wEqel gl B A I WG P UR W QR-GRT
&I I | 39 IHIG & I, 0 Ioolad WA & HEAT B BY, 3G H U I FE FHI
e g1 ggarg |

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY (West Bengal): Sir, | join the hon. Prime Mingter,
the Leader of the Opposition, and the other leaders in heartily congratulating
Prof. PJ. Kurien on his unanimous election as the Deputy Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha.

As has been stated, Sir, he comes with a huge amount of experience of
Parliamentary Procedures and Practices. He has been on the Chair, as a Vice-Chairman,
for a long time. He has exhibited in the past a degree of equanimity in terms of
conducting the proceedings of the House. | only hope, while wishing him all the
best for the coming five years, he equally gives importance to the voice of the
Opposition and the voice of the smaller parties in the House.

| would urge you, Sir, before you may allow him to come and take the Chair,
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[Shri Sitaram Yechury]

to remove the Bell from the Table because he is rather fond of pressing the Bell
a a very odd time.

I wish Prof. PJ. Kurien all the very best on behaf of my party and on behalf
of al of us. Thank you.
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SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN (West Bengd): Sir, | join the hon. Prime Minister,
the Leader of the Opposition and al the other senior Members who have spoken
to welcome and wish Prof. Kurien the very best.

Sir, Prof. Kurien was a Professor and holds a Masters Degree in Physics. So,
it would not be out of place here to quote one of the basic laws of physics which
is Newton's First Law of Motion. The only reason that | have written it down here
is, because I, sometimes, forget it myself. The Law says, ‘Every object in a state
of uniform motion tends to remain in the state of motion unless an external force
is applied to it.” Now, Sir, in the Rajya Sabha, we do not have the Law of Motion.
But, in my last one year, | have seen, we do have the ‘Law of Oration.” If we
were to rewrite the Newton's Law and make it a ‘Law of Oration’ for Prof. Kurien,
it would read something like this, “If every Member, in a state of uniform oration
tends to remain in the state of oration until an external force is applied to him.
Then, that external force will be Prof. Kurien.”

Prof. Kurien, on behalf of all of us, the All India Trinamool Congress, its
Chairperson Kumari Mamta Banerjee, and everyone else, we wish you luck, health
and happiness. Thank you.
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SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | join the Prime Minister
and the Leader of the Opposition in congratulating Prof. PJ. Kurien on his having
been elected unanimously as the Deputy Chairman of this august Upper House. Sir,
he has established himself in the past days, as the Vice-Chairman. He very much
deserves to be in the position of the Deputy Chairman. Sir, | would like to say,
at this moment, very proudly, India is such a big and tall democracy in the world
that we had a spectacular moment, a few minutes ago, of his having been elected,
the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition conducted him to his Chair.
Sir, this is one of the rare scenes which is seen anywhere in any country in the
world and when the Leader of the Opposition spoke, he said that Prof. Kurien would
do justice to the Opposition side. The way he has been seated with the Opposition
itself implies that he will be very judicious and he will be very impartia. Sir, |
assure Prof. Kurien, on behalf of DMK, in this august House that we will extend
our fullest cooperation and we expect from him that he would turn his ears to all
the sides and render justice to all. And he will do that, Sir. So, once again, on
behalf of my Party, DMK, under the leadership of Dr. Kalaignar, | congratulate him
wholeheartedly. Thank you.
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SHRI SHASHI BHUSAN BEHERA (Odisha): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | join the hon.
Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition, the Leaders of the other Parties and
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[Shri Shashi Bhusan Behera)

Members of this House in congratulating Prof. P. J. Kurien as the Deputy Chairman.
On behaf of my Party, Biju Janata Dal, and on behaf of myself, | once again
congratulate him because he has conducted this House as a Panelist Vice-Chairman
very successfully and got the confidence of the House. That is why the unanimity
came in his favour. | hope he will justify his responsibility, and being a student
of science and having a science background, there will be reasons to allow the Members
and other party Members, especially belonging to the regional parties, who need
more focus in this House.

Sir, this House has, as its Members, the former Deputy Chairmen, Dr. Ngma
A. Heptulla and Shri K. Rahman Khan, who had excelled in their tenures as Deputy
Chairmen. | hope Prof. Kurien will not only match their excellence but also go
beyond it. |1 wish good luck to Prof. Kurien.

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, on behaf of my Party,
the All-India Anna DMK, and on my own behalf, | extend our heartfelt congratul ations
to Prof. P J. Kurien on his unanimous election as the Deputy Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha. He is a worthy successor to his illustrious predecessors, both Dr. Ngjma
Heptulla and Shri Rahman Khan.

On behalf of my Party, | assure him that we would extend all our cooperation
in the functioning of the House, within the constraints of a democratic opposition.
As a true opposition, there will be very many occasions when we will be troubling
you repeatedly; probably, right from the word ‘go’ today itself, and | request him
to kindly bear with this! Thank you.

SHRI C.M. RAMESH (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, at the outset, | would like to
congratulate you on your elevation to the position of Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha.
| trust that under your leadership and guidance, the House will run smoothly and
excellently. We are all aware of your background, Sir. You have been in the Parliament,
elected continuously to the House of the People from the Seventh Lok Sabha onwards
till the Twelfth Lok Sabha, that is, since 1980. You have served as a Member and
Chairman of various Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committees. With your
experience in Lok Sabha, you had been nominated to the Raya Sabha in 2005.
As a very good and knowledgeable parliamentarian, your experience and service to
the nation speak a lot about you. Your active participation in the Kerala cooperative
movement and your long association with the Kerala State Cooperative Marketing
Federation is known to everyone. You are a widely-traveled person, Sir. Your social
and cultural activities, and your literary, artistic and scientific accomplishments, are
well-known to the country.
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| wish you all success in your coming days of political life. | congratulate you
once again on behaf of the Telugu Desam Parliamentary Party on your election
as the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha
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SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | join the entire House in
congratulating and greeting Prof. PJ. Kurien on his unanimous election as the Deputy
Chairman of this august House. He is one of the most experienced Parliamentarians
of our country. Sir, he was professor, teaching physics. But, for the past five years,
| have seen him and found that he is very good at psychology and sociology too.
Now, the time has come to rework his mathematics so that he accommodates all
the smaller parties, regiona parties and groups so that the deliberations become very
balanced and meaningful.

With these words, | once again take this opportunity to congratulate and greet
Prof. Kurien. Thank you.

SHRI JOY ABRAHAM (Kerala): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | am proud that Prof. P.J.
Kurien, our new Deputy Chairman, belongs to the State of Kerala. It is proved
beyond doubt that Prof. PJ. Kurien has got the ability to take the House into confidence
and do justice to al in discharging his duties. On behalf of the people of Kerala
and on behalf of my party, Kerala Congress (M), | congratulate Prof. PJ. Kurien
on his election, unanimously, as the Deputy Chairman of this House.

I wish him all success. Thank you.



242 Fdlicitations to the [RAJYA SABHA] Deputy Chairman

#t U T @ (MER) - 99 "AEI8Y, oS WawH ¥ UL ULSlL PRIT F SUHHUR]
P U8 W P M W, § PRIT WEd B dgd-agd 9Ulz odl gl AEER, T WHgd
TEN F Ud o B fF W S R e M uRaR @ oM €1 g S Siad
P YEAT TN HC g I A B AR T 6 IR AN G H AP JY Tl 3 IR
T {HT W YAER Y| I YE gl INRI TH F

AR, ATS S g0 qEE A gA T 8, U8 39 9 Bl quin § P o'E s«
| H PV ST W TH WY Tl AN 89 W fAae] qw f8d @1 |auR AFeR, Wl
Wo. PRI ol Wt fear 81§ Seile axar g & pRae A Bidl uifiédl &1 &
G gY, 9 TS Pl U R R IS el 9 U@ W 96 ddd B B |
# O el g o Ul & e} HEHN e yde S & fdEme wRoul R wEd
H Uh IR R ARG <dl &1 b A & H Ul Jg W e <dl § b gARl

Ul SUH RT HEAN BT g=aTs |

st YA uRa (MER) . 99Ifa JE81ed, x0T JaeEl & §RT WL WS pRa
P ITEUR F Ug W faem & for ok omexvfim Ao fower gmr wwew & forg, on
TRAE M1 B, B9 SUBT WA dRd ol W WS PRIT FAR 98d & RE ARl
Ty o 9 A T W E AR @ g 9w # €1 3 o8 & 9w fRad & €1 oW
R e € 9gd ot oFIaT ¥ W grammar 3id YEdl B, ofe Sig 3 e
Bl sfed € A 9gd € Wl ofal Bl A T Ue A bl @l Wl ® 6 @ o
If/ &), 9”98 Fed & B N I8 9 99 A 8 W @) sl W | w7\, 3
T ¥ d9gd Ude §, AR el €S Wl § A 9ad fag g gl

tar T8 %, AW oifNig, P 9gd 9 A1 &, AT J <A ¥ fErs o @
g, @ g € S9b fory € ot ®, g €SS9 forg ff g9 Wt ¥ (=aem)...
4 S v ded € ¥€ RelE w € W, 9w ' oo g1 # wHwan g e
S BT A dgd B YA HAWR € AR UMTAMG] SHIBI Bl b GAYRA W
g f& o fis pRyg St omu Suwwmfy & ue W owdwHfa ¥ g Mg g1 89
Tl Al B gEeEAY s WY € SR EH 3 W QR fasa g1 W, amd {wifa
g ¥ Suumfd € oM SNl % Ngd d Wed @ FREEl derl 3R Ue Ayl
e el gEer AW AW BeW 8, ¥8 AW ERW b Agd W OUH ddd
H1 frale d| 9ga-agd  gae |

DR. BARUN MUKHERJ (West Bengal): Sir, on behalf of mysalf and my Party,
All India Forward Bloc, | heartily congratulate Prof. PJ. Kurien for being unanimously
elected as the Deputy Chairman of the House. We are happy that he is the right
man for the right post. We are also happy that he has just succeeded another right
man for the right post. We are lucky that we are having consecutively very good
and efficient Parliamentarians as our Deputy Chairmen. He is not only vast experienced
and knowledgeable Parliamentarian, but, at the same time, he is friendly to all of
us also; and he is loved by all. So, he is elected unanimoudly as the Deputy Chairman
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of this august House. | hope, as he is having firmness, at the same time, he will
have flexibility also so that the interests of all the Members will be served equally.
So, once more, | heartily congratulate him for his being elected as the Deputy Chairman
of this House. Thank you very much, Sir.
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SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA (Assam): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | am very
glad to join the hon. Prime Minister, the hon. Leader of the Opposition and other
Members of this House to congratulate Prof. PJ. Kurien for his unopposed election
to the post of Deputy Chairman of this House. Prof. Kurien is a well experienced
Parliamentarian. He has aready shown his credibility by running this House smoothly
as one of the members of the Panel of Vice-Chairmen. Sir, 1, on behaf of my
Party, Asom Gana Praishad, congratulate him again. Sir, | give full assurance that
we will always give our cooperation to Prof. Kurien. Sir, with these words, | once
again congratulate Prof. P.J. Kurien on his election as Deputy Chairman of the House.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, | join the Leader of the House, the Leader
of the Opposition and Leaders of various political parties and groups and other
Members of the Rajya Sabha in congratulating Prof. PJ. Kurien on his election as
Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha

Prof. Kurien's unanimous election has demonstrated beyond doubt that he has
endeared himself to all sections of the House.

Prof. PJ. Kurien has an experience of more than two decades in Parliament
and is well conversant with the nuances of parliamentary procedure and practice.
He has immensely contributed not only to the deliberations in the House but also
in the various Committees on which he has served from time to time. He has aso
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[Mr. Chairman]

proved his abilities as an able administrator during his brief stint as Minister of
State in the Union Council of Ministers.

A Presiding Officer is required to possess tremendous amount of patience, as
he has to often deal with a variety of situations in the House. As a Member on
the Panel of Vice-Chairmen, Prof. PJ. Kurien has amply demonstrated his ability
to conduct the proceedings of the House with dignity, charm and tact. | have always
seen him tackling difficult situations with composure and equanimity. With the goodwill
that he has earned, | have no doubt in my mind, that Prof. Kurien would always
carry al sections of the House with him.

On behalf of this House and on my own behalf, | once again congratulate Prof.
PJ. Kurien and wish him all success.

Would the Deputy Chairman wish to speak?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Sir, with your permission, | will read from the
prepared speech. ...(Interruptions)... Being the maiden speech, it is permissible.
...(Interruptions)... Respected Chairman, | am extremely grateful to you and the hon.
Prime Minister, hon. the Leader of the Opposition, distinguished leaders of political
parties and groups and hon. Members for electing me as the Deputy Chairman of
this august House. | am grateful to the hon. Congress President and the hon. Prime
Minister for making it possible for me to be a Member of this House and for
all their blessings on me. | express my profound gratitude to the hon. Prime Minister,
the esteemed Leader of the Opposition, and all the distinguished leaders of the parties
and groups and every Member of this House not only for electing me but aso
for making this election unanimous. | am greatly honoured that alongwith the hon.
Prime Minister, hon. the Leader of the Opposition also proposed my name. Hon.
Leaders who felicitated me spoke very kind words about me. | thank them for their
kind words even though | know | am not worthy of it. | am deeply touched and
humbled by their kindness, good words and good wishes.

Sir, 1 am not new to this House. In fact, in my own humble way, | have been
presiding over the sittings of this House for quite sometime and | have no hesitation
to say that | have received in ample measure the affectionate cooperation of my
distinguished colleagues in the House. Also, in discharging my duties as a Vice-
Chairman, | received abundantly the affection, benevolence and guidance of our hon.
Chairman for which, Sir, I am highly grateful to you. | am sure | will continue
to receive the same and also the friendly cooperation of the hon. Members.

Sir, we celebrated the 65th Anniversary of Independence a few days ago. At
this point of time, my mind goes back to the countless number of Indians who
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sacrificed their lives for the freedom of this country. They went to the gallows or
faced bullets with Vande Mataram on their lips. We are sitting here today because
of the sacrifices of those brave men and women who believed that no sacrifice
was too big for the freedom of the motherland.

We need to imbibe their spirit. On this occasion, | bow my head before their
unparalleled sacrifices.

This House represents the collective will of the States in the Indian Federation.
It has fostered great traditions, which stabilized and strengthened the parliamentary
system in this country. Great wisdom has gone into the shaping of its rules, traditions
and conventions. Though often called the House of Elders, this House has aways
displayed a youthful exuberance and creative excellence. The men of eminence who
came to this House, from time to time, added to its richness and refined its ethos.

| feel proud to belong to this institution and honoured to be its Deputy Chairman.
| assure you that | will do my best to preserve and uphold its great traditions.
In the discharge of my duties, | assure you that | will be only guided by the Constitution
of India, the Rules of the House, the directions of the Chairman and the conventions
and traditions of the House, and nothing else.

The Democracy becomes meaningful for the people only when the Parliament
gains their confidence and trust. It should be our endeavour to keep that confidence
and trust alive and make the Parliament truly responsive to the needs of the people.
| am one with you in this endeavour, of course, as a servant of this House.

Now, Sir, | cannot but react to some of the observations or suggestions or advices
that came from this House, especialy the concern of the smaller parties. As for
the implication of my seating here, alongwith the esteemed Leader of the Opposition,
whom | respect very much, and also my fondness to the Bell, | assure you that
| will bear in my mind all your advices and would try to accommodate every Member,
especialy from the smaller parties, of course, within the constraints of time. And,
my fondness to the Bell is natural because | was a teacher. |1 will try to control
the reflex action of my lips hereafter, and would try my best, if | don't succeed,
please forgive me for that.

I, once again, thank the hon. Prime Minister, the hon. Leader of the Opposition,
the distinguished leaders of parties and groups, and every hon. Member of this House
for reposing their confidence in me. Thank you, Jai Hind.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 1, now, invite the Deputy Chairman to take the Chair.

Congratulations and good luck!



