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arising out of the present agrarian crisis resulting in suicide by the farmers in the
country' held in Rajya Sabha on 19.12.2011, Agriculture Minister had proposed
appointing a Committee of both Houses of Parliament, which may visit States to
ascertain the situation regarding suicides by farmers in States. Accordingly, Ministry
of Parliamentary Affairs has been requested to constitute the Committee.

Indigenous Bt. Cotton

12963. SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government had constituted a three member
committee to carry out an investigation regarding indigenous Bt. Cotton variety of

Monsanto gene;

(by if so, the members of the said committee and the date by which they
were asked to submit their investigation report;

(¢)  whether the investigation report has been received; and

(dy if not, by when the report is likely to be received and the reasons for
not imposing ban on the use of above seed by Government in the country till
completion of the investigation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI HARISH RAWATY: (a) and (b) A committee of four members has been set
up to examine research claims made with regard to BN Bt. and Bt. NHH 44 varieties
of cotton for insect resistance. The members of the Committee are:—

1. Dr. SK. Sopory, Vice Chancellor, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi—
Chairperson

2. Dr. B.S. Dhillon, Vice Chancellor, Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana—
Member

3. Dr. R'V. Sonti, Dy. Director, Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology,
Hyderabad—Member

4. Sh. Rajiv Mehrishi, Special Secretary (DARE) and Secretary (ICAR)—
Member

The Committee was constituted vide Order No.2-11/08-CC.1 dated 18th January,
2012 and the Committee is advised to submit the report within three months.

(¢)  The report of the Committee headed by Dr. SK. Sopory has since been
received.

(dy Does not arise.

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



