140 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Inflation of essential food articles

371. SHRIMATI KUSUM RAL:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
SHRI PRABHAT JHA:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether retail inflation of essential food articles are still in double digits;
(b) if so, the details thereof during the last three months;

(¢c) the details of increase in prices of essential items during the last three

months, item-wise;

(d) whether severe drought situation in various parts of the country would

further aggravate the rising prices of essential food items; and

(e) if so, the fresh steps Government would take to tackle food inflation in

view of severe drought in major parts of the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) No Sir,
according to the Retail Price Indices (RPI) of essential food articles by the Indian
Labour Bureau, the composite RPI for April, 2012 has been 8.60%, followed by 9.29%
and 9.56% for May and June, 2012 respectively.

(c) The price of certain essential items has shown increase in most of the
reporting centres during the last three months. The commodities along with extent of
increase during the last three months (6-5-2012 to 6-8-2012) are given in Statement-I
(See below).

(d) As per the India Meteorological Department, for the country as a whole
rainfall deficit from normal was (-)29%, (-)13% during the month of June and July,
2012 and (-)17% for the period from 1st June, 2012 to 5th August, 2012. The
prevailing drought conditions could affect the crop prospects and may have its
impact on the prices of essential commodities, such as shortfall in domestic supplies

relative to demand,

(¢) The fresh Steps considered by the Government to tackle the food

inflation are given in Statement-II.



Statement-1
Daily Retail Prices of Essential Commodities

Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Commodity: Rice Commodity: Wheat

0] SAIMSUY UIJTIM

Centre Current Last 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month  Current Last 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month
Date Week Back Back Back Date Week Back Back Back
6.8.12 3007.12  6.7.12 3.6.12 6.5.12 6.8.12 30.07.12 6.7.12 36.12 6.5.12
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Delhi 25 25 24 25 25 16 15 15 16 16
Shimla 30 30 2 2 28 NR NR NR NR NR
Janunu 26 26 26 26 27 14 14 14 14 14
Lucknow 20 19 19 19 19 14 13 13 13 13
Dehradun 17 17 16 16 16 14 14 14 14 13
Ahmedabad 18 18 18 18 18 15 15 14 16 16
Bhopal 19 19 19 19 18 14 14 14 14 14
Mumbai 2 27 27 27 23 26 24 24 23 PA]
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Jaipur 2 2 2 2 21 15 15 15 15 15
Patna 25 25 NR 25 25 15 15 NR 15 15
Bhubaneshwar 21 21 20 19 19 17 17 15 15 15
Kolkata 20 20 20 NR 19 NR NR NR NR NR
Guwahati 17 18 17 16 17 16 15 15 15 15
Shillong NR 17 17 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR
Agartala 18 NR 19 19 NR
Hyderabad 23 23 23 25 2 23 23 23 23 23
Bengaluru 27 27 27 25 25 20 20 19 19 19
T. Puram 26 26 26 NR 24 21 21 21 NR 17
Chennai 28 27 25 PA] 23 24 23 2 2 2
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)
Centre Commodity: Atta (Wheat) Commodity: Gram dal
Delhi 17 17 17 17 17 67 68 59 61 53
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre Commodity: Tur/Arhar Dal Commodity: Urad Dal

Delhi 74 75 70 69 7 7 70 62 68 7
Shimla 72 72 70 65 65 65 65 62 62 62
Jammu 76 74 65 65 66 68 67 63 63 o4
Lucknow 73 70 65 65 64 77 75 70 70 70
Dehradun 66 66 62 60 60 60 60 60 60 38
Ahmedabad 68 o4 60 58 58 61 62 4 53 RZ!
Bhopal 70 70 70 70 70 4 4 4 4 RZ!
Mumbai 78 70 71 71 72 78 76 73 73 72
Jaipur 68 68 61 RZ) 51 49 49 45 45 4
Patna 64 62 NR 59 9 52 49 NR 55 55
Bhubaneshwar 65 65 56 55 55 58 56 48 48 50
Kolkata 75 72 70 NR 64 65 62 60 NR 60
Guwahati 57 59 51 51 47 58 59 53 55 55
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Statement-11
Daily Retail Prices Of Essential Commodities

Unit: (Rs./kg.)

Centre Commodity: Rice Commodity: Wheat

Current Last 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month  Current Last 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month

Date Week Back Back Back Date Week Back Back Back

6.8.12 3007.12  6.7.12 3.6.12 6.5.12 6.8.12 30.07.12 6.7.12 36.12 6.5.12
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Delhi 25 25 24 25 25 16 15 15 16 16
Shimla 30 30 2 2 28 NR NR NR NR NR
Jammu 26 26 26 26 27 14 14 14 14 14
Lucknow 20 19 19 19 19 14 13 13 13 13
Dehradun 17 17 16 16 16 14 14 14 14 13
Ahmedabad 18 18 18 18 18 15 15 14 16 16
Bhopal 19 19 19 19 18 14 14 14 14 14
Mumbai 28 27 27 27 23 26 24 24 23 PA]
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Jaipur 2 21 15 15 15 15 15
Patna 25 25 NR 25 25 15 15 NR 15 15
Bhubaneshwar 21 21 20 19 19 17 17 15 15 15
Kolkata 20 20 20 NR 19 NR NR NR NR NR
Guwabhati 17 18 17 16 17 16 15 15 15 15
Shillong NR 17 17 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR
Agartala 18 NR 19 19
Hyderabad PA] PA] PA] 25 2 PA] 23 PA] 23 PA]
Bengaluru 27 27 27 25 19 19 19
T.Puram 26 26 26 NR 24 21 21 21 NR 17
Chennai 2 27 25 23 23 24 23 2 2 2
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)
Centre Commodity: Atta (Wheat) Commodity: Gram dal
Delhi 17 17 17 17 17 67 68 59 61 53
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
T.Puram 24 24 24 NR 2 65 60 2 NR 4
Chennai 26 26 26 26 26 70 72 64 60 56
Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre Commodity: Tur/Arhar Dal Commodity: Urad Dal

Delhi 74 75 70 69 7 7 70 62 68 7
Shimla 72 72 70 65 65 65 65 62 62 62
Jammu 76 74 65 66 68 67 63 63 o4
Lucknow 73 70 65 64 7l 75 70 70 70
Dehradun 66 66 62 60 60 60 60 60 60 58
Ahmedabad 68 o4 60 58 58 61 62 4 53 RZ)
Bhopal 70 70 70 70 70 4 4 4 4 4
Mumbai 78 70 71 71 72 78 76 73 73 72
Jaipur 68 68 61 4 51 49 49 45 45 44
Patna 64 62 NR 59 59 52 49 NR 55 55
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Bhubaneshwar 65 65 56 55 55 58 56 48 48 50
Kolkata 75 72 70 NR 64 65 62 60 NR 60
Guwabhati 57 59 51 51 47 58 59 53 55 55
Shilloig NR 68 55 NR NR NR 66 66 NR NR
Agartala 58 NR 58 65 NR R NR R 75 NR
Hyderabad 67 o4 62 57 62 64 61 61 60
Bengaluru 76 71 75 73 7 75 76 2 70 68
T.Puram 64 64 64 NR 59 65 65 65 NR 69
Chennai 75 75 70 o4 64 58 58 58
Unit: (Rs./Rg.)

Centre Commodity: Moong Dal Commodity: Masoor Dal

Delhi 73 73 68 69 70 61 62 57 55 53
Shimla 75 75 63 63 63 55 60 55 55 55
Jammu 66 62 o4 65 56 56 4 53 52
Lucknow 77 75 72 72 72 62 61 52 52 50
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Dehradun 75 75 72 72 72 NR NR NR NR NR
Ahmedabad 70 70 60 58 58 46 46 45 42 42
Bhopal 62 62 62 62 66 44 44 44 44 44
Mumbai i 2 69 2 73 60 60 60 60 66
Jaipur 59 59 53 53 52 48 48 46 45 39
Patna 60 60 NR 4 59 49 47 NR 42 92
Bhubaneshwar 64 62 52 52 51 55 R R 52 48
Kolkata &0 75 72 NR 75 50 48 48 NR 47
Guwahati 69 68 57 56 59 50 53 49 46 43
Shillong NR 71 66 NR NR NR 2 52 NR NR
Agartala 58 NR 56 57 NR 65 NR 64 62

Hyderabad 68 66 63 63 63 50 50 48 43 40
Bengaluru 71 72 68 60 NR NR NR NR NR
T.Puram 65 65 65 NR 65 70 70 72 NR 58
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Chennai A 70 66 o4 64 50 50 50 45 45
Unit: (Rs./Kg.) Unit : Rs./Ltr
Centre Commodity: Sugar Commodity: Milk @
Delhi 39 37 35 35 29 29 29 29 29
Shimla 40 38 35 NR 28 26 26 26
Jammu 42 40 37 36 28 28 28 28 2
Lucknow 38 38 33 33 2 40 40 40 40 40
Dehradun 36 36 35 35 34 36 36 36 2 32
Ahmedabad 37 37 3 32 33 36 36 36 36 36
Bhopal 32 2 2 2 2 35 35 35 35 35
Mumbai 45 40 33 33 33 36 36 36 36 36
Jaipur 4 34 33 33 33 26
Patna 42 36 NR 33 33
Bhubaneshwar 38 36 33 32 33 24 24 24 24 24
Kolkata 37 36 R NR 33 28 28 28 NR 26
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Guwabhati 39 38 35 35 3 35 35 35 3 K7
Shillong NR 40 NR NR NR NR
Agartala 37 NR 36 NR 29 NR 29 29 NR
Hyderabad 37 37 33 33 2 R R7! 34
Bengaluru 39 37 31 31 24 24 24 24 24
T.Puram 34 34 34 NR 32 NR

Chennai 39 37 2 2 2 27

Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

Centre Commodity: Groundnut Oil (Packed) Commodity: Mustard Oil (Packed)
Delhi 167 166 166 168 171 103 103 101 103 112
Shimla 159 159 143 143 143 134 130 123 123 123
Jammu NR 140 NR 143 138 NR 116 NR 119 123
Lucknow 145 130 126 128 128 110 102 R R %8
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Unit: (Rs./Kg.)

155

Centre Commodity: Tomato

Current Last 1 Month 2 Months 3 Months

date week back back back

6.8.12 30.07.12  6.7.12 3.6.12 6.5.12
1 2 3 4 5 6
Delhi 30 31 2 20 21
Shimla 30 25 20 20
Jammu 30 30 15 20 2
Lucknow 50 58 30 2
Dehradun NR NR 20 20 26
Ahmedabad 25 25 17 12 12
Bhopal 20 20 18 18 12
Mumbai 26 2 2 25 24
Jaipur 2 2 15 14 13
Patna 33 # NR 18 10
Bhubaneswar 20 24 24 20 20
Kolkata 3 36 2 NR 16
Guwahati 43 43 40 36 30
Shillong NR 35 20 NR NR
Agartala 22 NR 22 23 NR
Hyderabad 24 24 2 16 10
Bengaluru 13 2 15 11 19
T.Puram 26 2 2 NR 27
Chennai 12 19 21 18 15

NR-Not Reported

Source: State Civil Supplies Departments



156 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions
Statement-11
Fresh steps considered by the Government to tackle the food inflation

The Government has been closely monitoring the drought situation in
coordination with the State Governments to ensure timely availability of basic inputs
like fertilizers, seeds etc. Government has prepared district contingency plans for 320
districts. States have been advised to prepare location specific alternatives based on
these plans in consultation with respective State Agricultural Universities and

arrange seeds of alternate crops/varieties to implement such plans.

Arrangement for adequate availability of seeds has been made to meet the
requirements of these contingency plans. Schematic relaxations e.g. permitting use of
Truthfully Labeled seeds, removing the age restriction on seeds, in order to ensure
availability of seeds on account of re-sowing are considered. Ceiling on seed
subsidy has been enhanced to partially recompense the farmer for the expenditure in

re-sowing and/or purchasing drought tolerant variety of seeds.

An Empowered Group of Ministers (EGoM) has approved the proposal of
Diesel subsidy scheme to save the standing crops to mitigate the hardships of

farmers especially that of marginal and small scale farmers.
Starvation deaths

372. SHRIMATI KUSUM RAL:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
SHRI PRABHAT JHA:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the details of starvation deaths in the country, State-wise;

(b) whether it is a fact that every week at least one person dies due to

hunger in the national capital;
(c) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor;
(d) whether 62 persons died due to starvation in Delhi during 2011;
(e) if so, the details thereof; and

(f) the reasons why Government is not able to put check on starvation deaths
when godowns of FCI are brimming with cereals and thousands of tonnes of

foodgrains are rotting and lying in open?



