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Review of delay in NH projects

605. SHRI PRABHAT JHA:

SHRIMATI KUSUM RAI:

SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:

Will the Minister of ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) whether 87 National Highway (NH) projects are running behind schedule

and in some cases the delay is more than seven years;

(b) if so, the details thereof, project-wise;

(c) the reasons for the delay, project-wise;

(d) the details of cost escalation due to delay;

(e) whether Government has ever reviewed the progress of these delayed

projects, particularly those in Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh;

(f) if so, the details thereof, project-wise and the outcome thereof; and

(g) whether Government has fixed responsibility for delay in NH projects

and resultant cost escalation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND

HIGHWAYS (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (c) No, Sir. However, 80 National

Highway (NH) projects under National Highways Development Project (NHDP) are

running behind schedule. The project-wise details of these delayed projects along

with reasons for their delay are given in Statement (See below).

(d) Cost overrun is applicable only to Public Funded Projects. In case the

project is delayed due to reasons attributable to the contractor, liquidated damages

are imposed and no escalation is paid. Actual escalation due to delay or cost

overrun will be known only after completion of the project and final settlement of

bills.

(e) to (g) Meetings are held at the level of Hon'ble Minister (RT&H),

Secretary (RT&H) and Chairman, NHAI with all the Concessionaires/Contractors/

Consultants/Project Directors of NHAI where project related issues are discussed

for overcoming the delays. Hon'ble Minister has recently also reviewed the projects

in the State of Uttar Pradesh. Meetings are also held for review of projects of

other States including the State of Madhya Pradesh. In these meetings, project

specific issues have been discussed and instructions have been issued for

expediting the pending matters. Penal action is taken as per the provisions of

contract for delays attributable on the part of the contractors.
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