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(¢) As mentioned above, no such information has come to the notice of the
Government. However, Public Health being a State subject, health centres are

maintained and run by respective Government of State/UT.
Underweight and malnourished children

539. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether, according to 2011 Hunger and Malnutrition Survey conducted
by Nandi Foundation which examined the nutritional status of almost 1,10,000
children, 42 per cent of children under the five years of age in the country are

underweight and malnourished;

(b) whether the Prime Minister has termed child malnutrition in India a

National Shame; and

(¢) if so, the remedial steps Government proposes to take because the
health of the country's economy and socicty lies in the health of its future

generation?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI GHULAM
NABI AZAD): (a) and (b) Yes.

(c) Malnutrition is multidimensional and intergenerational and requires
interventions through various Ministries to address its many underlying causes in
different stages of the life cycle. Under NRHM, the remedial steps taken are as

follows:

- Promotion of appropriate infant and young child feeding practices that
include carly initiation of breastfeeding and exclusive breastfeeding till 6

months of age.

- Management of malnutrition and common neonatal and childhood
illnesses at community and facility level by training service providers in
IMNCI (Integrated Management of Neonatal and Childhood Illnesses)

training.

- Treatment of children with severe acute malnutrition at special units
called the Nutrition Rehabilitation Centres (NRCs), set up at public
health facilities. Presently 564 such centres are functional all over the

country.
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- Specific program to prevent and combat micronutrient deficiencies of
Vitamin A and Iron & Folic Acid. Vitamin A supplementation for children
till the age of 5 years and Iron & Folic Acid supplementation for
children 6 to 60 months.

- Village Health and Nutrition Days and Mother and Child Protection Card
are the joint initiative of the Ministries of Health & Family welfare and
the Ministry of Woman and Child for addressing the nutrition concerns
in children, pregnant women and lactating mothers.

- Nutrition Education on VHNDs (Village Health and Nutrition Days) to
increase the awareness and bring about desired changes in the dictary
practices including the promotion of breastfeeding.

- Growth monitoring of children up to three years by promoting use of
Mother and Child Protection card.

Measures for preventing child mortality

540. SHRI BASAWARAJ PATIL: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) the first 50 districts of the country in terms of child mortality (under-5
mortality);

(b) the districts in Karnataka which top the list of child mortality in that
State; and

(¢) the targets Government has fixed for itself in the next three years to
reduce child mortality in India?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI GHULAM
NABI AZAD): (a) As per Annual Health Survey (AHS) 2010-11 report of Registrar
General of India, conducted in 9 high focus states (EAG and Assam) comprising 284
districts the list of first 50 districts with high Under-five mortality is given in
Statement-I (See below).

(b) As AHS 2010-11 has not been conducted in state of Karnataka, district
specific information is not available.

(¢) State wise Under-five mortality targets given in Record of Proceedings
(ROP) of state's PIP 2012-13 by Ministry of Health & Family welfare is given in

Statement-II.



