34 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Starred Questions

Spurious seeds and hike in fertilizer prices

*110. SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T.: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) the steps Government has taken to contain spurious seeds in the country,
particularly in Andhra Pradesh;

(b) the number of times prices of fertilizers like Urea, Potash, Nitrogen, etc., have
been increased in the last three years, year-wise and State-wise, with particular reference
to Andhra Pradesh; and

(¢) the measures Government is taking to protect farmers from the hike in the
prices of fertilizers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) For regulating the quality of seeds in the
country and for curbing the sale of substandard/spurious seeds, adequate provisions are
available under the Seeds Act, 1966, the Seeds Rule, 1968 and the Seeds (Control)
Order, 1983. The State Governments including Andhra Pradesh are fully empowered
to take action in all such cases at their level. The Seeds Inspectors notified under relevant
provision of these legal instruments have powers to draw the samples, seize the stock
and issue 'Stop Sale' order and file prosecution in the court if the seed under reference
contravenes the provisions of law.

(b) The price of Urea is fixed by the Government and it has been increased only
once in last three years. In case of the Phosphatic and Potassic (P&K) fertilizers, the
fertilizer companies fix Maximum Retail Prices (MRP). The MRP of fertilizers varies
from company to company. However, the price fixed by a company is same for all
the States except for local taxes. The highest prices of fertilizers during the last three
years are given in Statement (See below).

(¢) At present, Urea is provided to the farmers at statutory MRP of Rs. 5310/- per
MT. Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) Policy is being implemented for P&K fertilizers under
which a fixed amount of subsidy, decided on annual basis, is provided to the subsidized
P&K fertilizers. The MRP of P&K fertilizers is fixed by the fertilizer companies.

Since, the country is dependent on imports of P&K fertilizers either in the form
of finished fertilizers or its raw materials, the delivered prices of P&K fertilizers are
dependent on international prices of P&K fertilizers and its raw materials and exchange
rate of Indian Rupees against US$. Subsidy being fixed on each grade of P&K fertilizers,
any increase/decrease in the prices of fertilizers and its raw materials in the international
market and exchange rate variation affect the MRPs of P&K fertilizers.

The prices of P&K fertilizers have increased mainly due to increase in international
prices of these fertilizers which is not under control of the Government and also due
to depreciation of Indian Rupees.



The Highest MRP* of fertilizers during the last three years (Quarter-wise)

Statement

(In Rs./MT)

Sl Grades of 18-June-08 10-11 (Quarter-wise) 11-12 (Quarter-wise) 2012-13
No.  Fertilizers 31.3.2010

I I I v I I I v I July
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
1. DAP: 18-46-0-0 9350 9950 9950 9950 10750 12500 18200 20297 20000 24800 25316
2. MAP: 11-52-0-0 9350 9950 NA NA NA NA 18200 20000 20000 20000 24200
3. TSP: 0-46-0-0 7460 8057 8057 8057 8057 8057 8057 17000 17000 17000
4. MOP: 0-0-60-0 4455 5055 5055 5055 5055 6064 11300 12040 12040 16695 23100
5. 16-20-0-13 5875 6620 6620 6620 7200 9645 14400 15300 15300 15300 14296
6. 20-20-0-13 6295 7280 7280 7395 8095 11400 14800 15800 15800 19000 19000
7. 23-23-0-0 6145 NA NA NA 7445 7445 7445 NA NA NA
8. 10-26-26-0 7197 8197 NA 8300 10103 10910 16000 16633 16386 21900 22209
9. 12-32-16-0 7637 8637 8237 8637 9437 11313 16400 16500 16400 22300 22300
10. 14-28-14-0 7050 NA NA NA NA NA 14950 17029 NA NA
11. 14-35-14-0 8185 NA NA NA 9900 11622 15148 17424 17600 17600 23300
12, 15-15-15-0 NA NA NA NA 7421 8200 11000 11500 11500 13000 15600
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

13. AS: 20.3-0-0-23 10350 8600 8600 7600 8700 7600 11300 10306 10306 11013 11013

14. 20-20-0-0 5343 5943 NA 6243 7643 9861 14000 15500 18700 18700 16650

15. 28-28-0-0 7481 NA NA NA 11181 11810 15740 18512 18700 24720 24720

16. 17-17-17-0 5804 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 17710 20427 20427

17. 19-19-19-0 6487 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 18093 19470 19470

18. SSP (0-16-0-11) NA 3200 3200 3200 3200 3200 4000 to 6000 6286 8013 10420

19. 16-16-16-0 NA NA NA NA 7100 7100 7100 15200 15200 15200

20. DAP lite NA NA NA NA NA 11760 17600 19500 19500 19500 23729
(16-44-0-0)

21. 15-15-15-09 NA NA NA NA 6300 9300 12900 15750 14851 15000 15000

22. 24-24-0-0 NA NA NA NA 7768 9000 11550 14151 14297 14802 16223

23. 13-33-0-6 NA NA NA NA NA NA 16200 17400 17400 17400 17400

24. MAP lite NA NA NA NA NA NA 16000 18000 18000 18000 18000
(11-44-0-0)

25. DAP lite-II NA NA NA NA NA NA 14900 18690 18300 18300 24800
(14-46-0-0)

26. Urea 4830 5310

NA: Not under subsidy scheme/not available in the market.
*Excl. of local taxes.
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