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Demand to save wild life in various sanctuaries in the Country 

SHRI LEKHRAJ BACHANI (Gujarat).: Sir, my Special Mention relates to the need for 

saving wild life in Government sanctuaries. Recently, it was reported that tigers, 

elephants and other animals were being killed by poachers for business and other 

purposes. Even in the Gir forest of Gujarat lions are being killed by giving poisoned 

meat. 

No extensive efforts are being done to save wild life and whatever efforts are being made by 

the forest department are not enough and satisfactory. 

India is very weak in preserving wild life as compared to other countries. 

The first thing is that the Government should recruit more forest guards. In the 

last 20 years, no forest guards have been recruited. The average age of a 

forest guard is 50 years. The number of vacancies is very large. The forest is 

full of natural treasures and this aged forest staff are unfit to patrol and 

enforce the laws.  

In South India, sandalwood and ivory are highly valued and that is why it is, 

necessary to guard the forests against the timber and ivory mafias. Hence, we must 

also provide better and necessary training to the people and the forest staff so that they 

can tackle the forest mafias. \ Politicians and bureaucrats should come forward actively 

for tackling these problems. The media can also play vital role by dedicating some space 

in their newspapers and journals, and including environmental and wild life issue in 

their editorials. 

274 



[21 December, 2005] RAJYA SABHA 

It is, therefore, requested that the Government of India should start a much more 

successful and effective all-round mission to save the wild life in the country. Thank 

you. 

To develop National Highways in Orissa 
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