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Use of GSM monitoring devices by private companies

*192.SHRI SALIM ANSARI: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATICONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government has directed Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) to compile information with respect to off-the-air GSM monitoring equipments

being used by private companies;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

{¢) whether according to data available with Government, companies like
Ericsson India, ZTE Telecom, Motorela India, Reliance Telecom and Airtel are

having phone tapping devices;
{d) if so, the details thereof, and

{e) whether these companies have used these off-the-air GSM monitoring

devices illegally and, if so, the action taken against them, so far?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) and (b) Sir, it was directed by the
Government that the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) through Public notice
in the newspapers will notify a time-frame within which possessors, importers,
assemblers and manufacturers of 'Off-the-Air monitoring equipments’ would declare

the same to designated DoT officers in different States of the country.

Accordingly, a press release was given on 31.12.2010 and a public notice was
issued on 22nd March, 2011 as well as on 28th July, 2012 to create awareness
that possession and use of such equipment is against the provisions of Indian
Wireless Act, 1933 and Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 and is liable to be punished
with impnsonment for the term which may extend up to three years or with fine, or

with both.

It was also directed in the public notice that the person/s and companies
who have/had imported, procured or possess the equipment capable of monitoring/
intercepting and surveillance of communications to provide the details of such
equipment in the prescribed format to respective Telecom Enforcement, Resources

and Monitoring (TERM) Cells of Department of Telecommunications.
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{c) to (e) A list of equipment, imported by private agencies including Ericsson
India, ZTE Telecom, Motorola India, Reliance Telecom and Airtel dunng 2007-2010,
containing details of Import of multi channel GSM/CDMA receiver, transmitter and
trans-receivers, compiled by Central Board of Direct Taxes was forwarded by
Ministry of Home Affairs to get the location, use and capabilities of these
equipments. During verification, it came to notice that service providers are using
such kind of multi channel GSM/CDMA receivers, transmitter and trans-receivers in
normal mobile Base Transceiver Stations (BTS). Equipment like mobile phones,

filters efc. were also included in the said list.

As per the verification carried out so far, no case regarding availability of
'Off-the-air monitoring equipments' and usage thereof, by the companies like
Ericsson India, ZTE Telecom, Motorela India, Reliance Telecom and Airtel could be
established.

Revamping of education system

*193. SHRI TAGAT PRAKASH NADDA : Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether attention of Government has been drawn to a statement carried
by The Indian Express on 31 July, 2012 that the Indian education system is in a

state of emergency;
(by if so, the response of Government thereto;

{c) whether it 1s a fact that instead of developing analytical thinking

abilities, the stress is on rote learning; and
{d) if so, whether Government is proposing to revamp the education system?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI KAPIL
SIBAL): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) to (d) Education reforms are a continuous process and the Government
seeks to carry them forward through expansion, inclusion and rapid improvement in

quality through mnstitutional and policy reforms and by enhancing public spending,

In the realm of elementary education, the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education {(RTE) Act, 2009 which has become operative with effect

from 1st April, 2010 lays special focus on improving the quality of education.



