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the elderly at District Hospitals, Community Health Centres (CHCs), Primary Health
Centres (PHCs) and Sub Centres in selected Districts. The major components at
District level and below are Geriatric Units with 10 beds and OPD at District
Hospitals, Bye-weekly Geriatric Clinic at CHCs, weekly genatric clinic at PHCs and

provision of aids and appliances at Sub Centres.

(b) to (d) The Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act,
2007 Act, inter-alia, provides that the State Governments shall prescribe a
comprehensive action plan for providing protection of life and property of senior
citizens. The Act has to be brought into force by an individual State Government. So
far, all Union Territories and 25 States including Assam and the North Eastern States

have brought the Act into force in their respective States.

The Ministry of Home Affairs has also issued an advisory to State
Governments advising them, infer-afia, to formulate a comprehensive Action Plan

regarding safety and security of senior citizens.

(e) The Ministry of Rural Development is administering the Indira Gandhi
National Old Age Pension Scheme (IGNOAPS) under which financial assistance (@
Rs. 200 per month to senior citizens above 60 years and (@ Rs 500 per month to
senior citizens above 80 years belonging to BPL category is provided as pension
which is expected to be supplemented by an equal matching contribution by States.

The benefit of the Scheme is extended to all States including Assam.

The Government has also provided income tax exemption up to Rs. 2.50 lakh
per annum for senior citizens of 60 years and above and up to Rs. 5.0 lakh per

annum for Senior Citizens of 80 years and above.
Gender inequality ratio in India

2122. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Mimister of SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
EMPOWERMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether it 1s a fact that the recent United Nations Human Development
Index Report of 2011 pegs the gender inequality ratio in India as higher than in our

neighbouring countries Pakistan and Bangladesh;
(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor; and

(¢) what remedial measures have so far been taken by Government to

address this problem?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
EMPOWERMENT (SHRI D. NAPOLEON): (a) and (b) The Human Development
Report 2011 titled “Sustainability and Equity: A Better Future for All” released by the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) places India at 129th rank with a
Gender Inequality Index (GII) value of 0.617 whereas Bangladesh and Pakistan have
been placed 112th and 115th rank respectively. The standard and reasonableness of
data used in arriving at the GII may vary from country to country and, therefore, it

1s not possible to comment on India’s relative position in their Report.

(¢) Govemment has initiated several measures to improve the status of
women in the society including adoption of the National Policy for Empowerment of
Women with the objective to bring about the advancement, development and
empowerment of women and to eliminate all forms of discrimination against women,
setting up of the National Mission for Empowerment of Women which focuses on
economic and social empowerment of women and elimination of violence against
women and setting up of Gender Budget Cells in Ministries/Departments to
mainstream gender issues across all sectors. In Budget 2012-13, 29 Ministries
reflected 36 demands for grants totaling Rs. 88,142.80 crore in the General Budget

Statement.
Operation of Chandrayaan-II

2123 DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN: Will the PRIME MINISTER be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has started to operate ‘Chandrayan-IT" as the lunar

expedition; and

(b) if so, by when the first Indian would go to moon by Indian Technology
development and space expedition to awaken the youths to be proud of such

expedition?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE (SHRI V.
NARAYANASAMY): (a) Government has approved Chandrayaan-II Project in
September 2008. Chandrayaan-1I is envisaged as a Indo-Russian joint project
consisting of (1) an unmanned Orbiter with scientific instruments to orbit the Moon;
(1) Lander module to be supplied by Russia and a Rover module by India for in-situ
scientific exploration of the Moon. The work on Chandrayaan-II is in progress.

Chandrayaan-I1 does not envisage manned lunar expedition.

(b) There is no immediate plan for manned mission to Moon.



