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Auxiliary Warning System (AWS) has been provided on Electrical Multiple Unit
(EMU} Suburban trains plying on Mumbai suburban sections of Western and Central

Railways and is working satisfactorily.

As an improvement over ACD, action has also been taken by Indian Railways
to develop Train Collision Avoidance System (TCAS) through multiple vendors for
which Expression of Interest (Eol) was floated and six indigenous firms have been
shortlisted.

(d) and (e) Various technologies for provision of Automatic Train Protection
Systems are under evaluation for their suitability on Indian Railways. Based upon
results of evaluation, the remaining sections of Indian Railways shall be considered
for provision of Automatic Train Protection Systems with sanctioning of works and
availability of funds.

Issues related to Surat railway station

2288. SHRI BHARATSINH PRABHATSINH PARMAR:
SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the reasons for not diverting passenger traffic from Surat railway station
to Udhna railway station by diverting stoppage of some trains from Surat to Udhna
in view of inability of Surat railway station in handling increasing passenger traffic;

(by by when Railways would start diverting passenger traffic load from Surat
to Udhna station;

(¢)  the action taken by Railways to set up Divisional Railway Manager office
at Surat; and

(dy  whether Railways are going to increase Railway Protection Force personnel

at Surat railway station keeping in view security threats?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI BHARATSINH
SOLANKI): (a) and (b) In view of the fact that Surat station is able to handle
the present level of passenger traffic with its existing infrastructure, there is no proposal
to divert passenger traffic from Surat to Udhna by giving additional stoppage of
trains there.

(¢) A large number of requests have been received from various State
Government, Union Ministers, Members of Parliament/MLAs etc. for the creation
of new zones and divisions including Division at Surat. A committee of Officers
has been set up by the Ministry of Railways to analyze these requests from the
various aspects of raillway working and examine the feasibility of creation of the

proposed new zones and divisions.
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(dy  Railway Protection Force (RPF) Post is available at Surat Railway station
with strength of 87 personnel of various ranks. Moreover, the strength of RPF is

complemented by rteserve force as and when required.
Performance of ACDs

2289. SHRIMATI GUNDU SUDHARANI: Will the Minister of RAITLWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a)  whether it is a fact that the Ministry is contemplating alternative system
in place of Anti-Collision Devices (ACDs);

(by if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor;

(¢)  the details of each of the problems that the Ministry is encountering with
ACDs;

(dy  whether it is also a fact that Sam Pitroda and Kakodkar Committees have
opined that ACDs are a failure;

(e) if so, the details thereof, and
(i  whether ACDs in operation in Konkan Railway are working properly?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI BHARATSINH
SOLANKI): (a) Yes Sir, it is considered necessary to provide a proven technical
aid to Loco Pilot to prevent accidents. ACD is one such technical aid.

(b) and (¢) Development and deployment of indigenous Global Positioning System
(GPS) based Anti-Collision Device (ACD) was taken up by Konkan Railway
Corporation Limited {KRCL) as a pilot project on 1736 route kilometers on single/
double line non electrified Broad Gauge section of Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR)
and it has been in service trials since 2006.

Based on the experience of the NFR, to improve reliability and dependability
of ACDs and to test its functioning on multiple lines as well as electrified routes,
the specifications and design configuration were revised and the system as evolved
was tried on the electrified multiple lines, automatic signalling section of the Southern
Railway in 2010-2011. Complex operational and technical 1ssues observed during both
the trials such as spurious braking due to failure of detection of track 1D, blank
zones of GPS signals and failure on account of theft of Solar panels, are being

examined by KRCL for taking remedial measures.

As an improvement over ACD, action has also been taken by Indian Railways
to develop Train Collision Avoidance System (TCAS) through multiple vendors for
which Expression of Interest (Eol) was floated and six indigenous firms have been
shortlisted.



