RAJYA SABHA
Friday, 31st August, 2012/9th Bhadra, 1934 (Saka)

The House met at cleven of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWER TO QUESTION
Railway track between Udhampur and Qazigund

*#281. PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(a)  whether it is a fact that successive Ministers of Railways had promised
construction of railway track between Udhampur and Qazigund in Jammu and Kashmir
long before 2012,

(by if so, whether it is also a fact that the progress of work on the track
has been sluggish; and

(¢) the time-frame within which the track would be completed?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI): (a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of
the House.

Statement

(a)  Yes, Sir Udhampur-Qazigund is a part of the ongoing Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramulla new line project and successive Ministers of Railways have made various
announcements about this line in their respective Budget Speeches as mentioned
below:—

In 2009-10, 1t was announced that Qazigund-Anantnag will be completed by August
2009 and 1t was also mentioned that work on Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla project
has got a setback as difficulties have been faced on Udhampur-Katra-Qazigund
section. Based on the recommendation of the Expert Committee constituted to
review the alignment of Katra-Qazigund section, decisions have to be taken very
carefully keeping foremost, the concern of safety. In 2010-11, it was announced
that after review by the Expert Committee, work on Katra-Qazigund section has
re-started and prionity 1s being given to complete Udhampur-Qazigund section.
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In 2011-12, it was announced that 11 km. long, longest transportation tunnel
would be completed during 2011-12. In 2012-13 Budget Speech, it was informed
that the 11 km long tunnel through Pir Panjal Range has been completed. It
was also announced that Udhampur-Katra and Qazigund-Banihal sections are
targeted for completion during 2012-13.

(by  Work on Udhampur-Katra section ( 25 km) has been delayed due to problem
of squeezing and swelling faced in tunnel T-1 and problem of excessive seepage
faced in tunnel T-3. Remedial solution has been found and work on this section
1s now 95% complete. Work on Katra-Qazigund section (148 km) remained suspended
for more than a year after geological problems were faced during construction. An
Expert Committee was appointed to examine various issues involved including
alternative alignment. As per the Committee's recommendations, work on this section
has recommenced in September, 2009.

(¢) Udhampur-Katra (25 km) and Qazigund-Banihal (19 km) sections are
targeted to be completed in 2012-13. Katra-Banihal (129 km) section is targeted
to be completed by 2017-18.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 281. ..(lnterruptions)... Please allow the
Question Hour to proceed. ...(fnterruptions)... Question 281. Supplementaries please
. {Interruptions)... Mr. Soz. ...(Interruptions)...

PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Sir, my question 1s on the development of railways
in Jammu and Kashmir. ... (Interruptions)... Sir, Mr. Nitish Kumar, who was the then
Railway Minister, had said that the railway line between Udhampur and Qazigund
would be constructed by 2010. T would like to know why the work on the railway
line between Udhampur and Qazigund has been sluggish. ...{Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please. ...(Inferruptions)... a0 @ SIS0 L. (&eT). .
SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI: Sir, in reply to the..(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Members, please don’t come into the well. ... {Interruptions)...

SHRI BHARATSINH SOLANKI: Due to the difficult terrain and some other
uncertainties as well as problems of law and order, the work has been delayed.
...(Interruptions)... The work on the railway line between Udhampur and Jammu is
tentatively scheduled to be completed in 2012-13. ...{Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned tll 1200 hours.

The House then adjourned at two minutes past eleven of the clock.

The House reassembled at twelve of the clock,
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair



