48 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Agricultural production in remote areas

1558. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAY: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

{a) the manner n which Krishi Vigyan Kendras situated mn remote/rural areas

have contributed to the dissemination of agricultural information;

(b) whether their presence has made any statistical difference in crop vields

in those areas;

{c) the percentage of total foodgrains produced in the country is cultivated

In remote areas,

{d) the steps taken to safeguard agricultural production in remote areas,
already low compared to yields in the rest of the country, from the scourge of

chimate change; and

{e) the number of agricultural education institutes opened n remote and

rural areas in the past ten years and the details thereof, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) The KVKs situated in remote/rural areas create awareness
among farmers and disseminate improved technologies by organizing number of
extension activities e.g. exhibition, trainings, field visit of the scientists, radio talks
etc. Besides, the KVKs demonstrate the production potential of agricultural

technologies by conducting frontline demonstration in farmers fields.

(by Yes, Sir. As for example during the last one year, the increase in vield
under demonstration by KVKs was upto 95.45% 1in Niger (oilseeds), 89.10% in
Frenchbean, and on an average pulse crop under various technology
demonstrations gave 37.60% more yield in comparison to that of farmers' practice.

In cotton, the increase in yield ranged from 11.85% to 38.67%.

{(¢) The share of food grains production of North Eastern Region,
considered as remote areas, in total food grains production of India was estimated
2.73 percent (2005-06), which increased to 3.22 percent during 2010-11.

{d) A nationwide project, "National Initiative on Chmate Resilient Agriculture
(NICRA)" has been launched in selected villages of 100 climatically vulnerable

districts of the country. A significant number of these selected districts are located
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in remote areas. Climate resilient technologies are being demonstrated on farmers'
fields in a participatory action research mode. For the first time, farmers are
organized into community based institutions called village climate risk management
committees in each of 100 villages. The technologies being demonstrated include
drought/flood tolerant crop varieties, rainwater harvesting and utilization; efficient
technologies for mproving water productivity; livestock housing to alleviate heat/

cold stress and establishment of custom hiring centres.

{e) Agricultural Education is a State subject and State Agricultural
Universities are established under the acts passed by State Legislatures. In the

past ten years, twenty four SAUs have been established, since the year 2001
Assistance for drought affected areas

1559 SHRI PANKAJ BORA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to

state:

{a) whether any assistance has been provided for development of agriculture

and improvement of land in drought areas in various States;
{by if so, the details thereof during each of the last three years, State-wise;
{c) the resultant achievements thereof during the above period;

{d) whether Government has any proposal to create an exclusive Drought
Relief Fund, and

{ey if so, the details thereof and the time by which the fund is likely to be

created?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (1) to (¢) Financial assistance 1s provided for development
of agriculture under various Programmes/Schemes of Ministry of Agriculture like
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY), National Food Security Mission (NFSM),
National Horticulture Mission (NHM), National Mission on Micro Irrigation
(NMMI), Macro Management of Agriculture (MMA) etc. Amounts provided under

these programmes/Schemes are given in the Statement-I to V (See below).

Ministry of Rural Development has provided funds for land development
activities under Drought Prone Areas Programme (DPAP), Integrated Watershed
Development Programme (IWDP) and Integrated Watershed Management Programme



