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Irregularities in MGNREGA

+1817. SHRI KAPTAN SINGH SOLANKI : Will the Minister of RURAL
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a)  whether it is a fact that construction material has not been utilised in 99
per cent of projects under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act MGNREGA) whereas 37 per cent of the budget has already been used;

(b)  if so, the details thereof;
(¢)  whether Government has fixed any responsibility for this dereliction; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(SHRI PRADEEP JAIN) : (a) to (d) No, Sir. The primary objective of Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act MGNREGA) is to enhance the
livelihood security of the rural households, by providing on demand up to 100 days of
guaranteed wage employment in a year to every rural household for doing unskilled
manual work. Creation of durable assets and strengthening the livelihood resource
base of the rural poor is an important objective of the Act. Schedule-I of MGNREGA
as amended from time to time, lists the category of works on which the Schemes
formulated by State Governments under Section 4(1) of the Act for giving effect to the
provisions of the Act shall focus upon. Gram Panchayats, in meetings of the Gram
Sabha and Ward Sabha are to determine the order of priority of works to be taken up
under MGNREGA. As per para 9 of Schedule-1, the cost of material component of
projects including the wages of the skilled and semi-skilled workers taken up under
MGNREG scheme shall not exceed forty per cent, of the total project costs at the level
of each Gram Panchayat. In the works permissible in Schedule-I such as Contour
Trench, Contour Bund, Boulder Check, Farm Bunding, Underground Dyke, Earthen
Dam, Dugout Farm Ponds, Spring Shed Development, Belt Vegetation, Deepening
and Repair of flood channels, Chaur Renovation etc. the indicative cost of labour
component varies from 70-100%. During 2010-11, about 68% expenditure was incurred
on unskilled wages and the remaining on material component. This figure was about
69% during the year 2011-12.

+ Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



