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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF POWER
(SHRI JYOTIRADITYA MADHAVRAO SCINDIA): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Planning
Commission constituted an expert group under the Chairmanship of Shri B.K.
Chaturvedi, Member (Energy), Planning Commission to look into the issues of State
Discoms and to suggest measures to improve the financial health of the

Distribution Utilities.

In pursuance of the recommendations of this committee, Government of India
has approved the scheme for Financial Restructuring of State owned Distribution
Companies for financial turnaround by restructuring their debt with support through
a Transitional Finance Mechanism by Central Government. The salient features of

the scheme for restructuring are given in Statement appended to the Answer to
USQ No.: 581, part (a) and (b).

{c¢) and (d) No, Sir

{e) The scheme for Financial Restructuring has been formulated keeping in

view of poor financial health of State owned Discoms.
Power supply to farming sector as essential services

593, SHRI NANDI YELLATAH: Will the Minister of POWER be pleased to

state:

{a) whether there 1s any specialized mechanism by which, power to the
farming sector can be ensured on the lines of essential services, specially when
Prime Minister, while reviewing the situation emerging out of the deficient monsoon
in several parts of India, directed the Minmistry to ensure dedicated electricity

supply to farmers, so that, they can save their crops by irrigating their land; and

(by if not, the details of reasons for not treating farming sector as essential

services?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF POWER
(SHRI JYOTIRADITYA MADHAVRAO SCINDIA): (a) and (b) The requirement of
power in State 1s met with their own generation, their share in the Central
Generating Stations (CGSs) and import of power. However, Government of India
allocates additional power from CGSs to the States to overcome the drought
situation. Electricity being a concurrent subject, responsibility for its supply and

distribution to different categories of consumers in a State lies with the concerned
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State Government/Power Utilities in the State. The priorities for supply of power to
various categories of consumers in a State, including farming Sector, are also
administered by the State Government Government of India supplements the efforts
of the State Governments by establishing power plants in Central Sector through
Central Public Sector Undertakings (CPSUs).

Supply of poor quality of electricity

594 DR. K.P RAMALINGAM: Will the Minister of POWER be pleased to

state:

{a) whether it 1s a fact that more than 27 per cent of the total power

generated in the country goes waste;

{(by 1if so, the details thereof and the steps proposed to be taken by

Government to prevent this loss;

{c) whether it is also a fact that power sector has low reliability and poor

quality of electricity when it comes to the supply;
(dy if so, the details thereof, and
{e) whether it is also a fact that the power grid is very weak in India?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF POWER
(SHRI JYOTIRADIT YA MADHAVRAO SCINDIA): (a) and (b) The transmission and
distribution losses (T&D losses) as a percentage of energy available forsupply at
national level are 23.97% (2010-11). Statewise details of T&D losses for year 2010-
11 are given in Statement-I (See below). The steps taken by the Union Government
to mprove distribution sector and to reduce the losses of SEBs/power distribution

companies of the country are given in Statement-II (See below).

{c) and (d) Power reliability and quality of electrnicity largely depends on the
availability of power and network. Depending on availability of power as well as
the electricity network, utilities manage their load and network to ensure the

maximum hours of supply to the consumers.

{e) As on 31st October 2012, POWERGRID owns & operates robust Inter-
State transmission network of about 96,300 ckm of EHV transmission lines and 159
nos. of EHVAC & HVDC substations with transformation capacity of about 151,600
MVA, spread over the length and breadth of the country. This transmission



