250  Special [RAJYA SABHA] mentions

Demand for taking steps to protect Wakf property from encroachment

and illegal possession in the country
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tTransliteration in Urdu Script.
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Demand for declaring the catastrophe caused by cyclone Nilam
in Andhra Pradesh a national calamity.

SHRI C.M. RAMESH (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, the recent Cyclone Nilam has
battered several districts of Andhra Pradesh, particularly the coastal districts which
were inundated by swollen rivulets. This is the third time in as many years that
farmers of Andhra Pradesh have to face the fury of nature. As per the State's
estimate, more than eight lakh hectares of crop consisting of paddy, cotton, mirch,
tobacco, maize, etc., in nineteen districts were destroyed and lakhs of people were
rendered homeless. The loss estimated by the Government is Rs. 1,710 crores,
which is very low. The actual loss is approximately Rs. 10,000 crores. It is reported
that more than 60 people and lakhs of livestock died.

Never in the history of the last thirty years has Andhra Pradesh ever
witnessed such a ferocious cyclone. Sir, 31 cm of rain in one day recorded in
Narsapuram, 27 c¢m in Amalapuram, 25 cm in Rajahmundry and Yelamanchili give an
indication of nature's fury. It is not only crop but 6,800 kilometers of roads, minor
and medium irrigation projects, drinking water sources, etc., have also been
damaged badly and many power substations have been submerged.

Since the State Government is in severe financial crunch, it is not able to
take up any rehabilitation measures.



