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The Official Languages Bill, 2012

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA (Tamil Nadu): Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir.
I stand here for further consideration of the Official Languages Bill, 2012, which
proposes to repeal and replace the Official Languages Act, 1963, in order to ensure
that all regional languages that have been recognized under Schedule-VIII of the
Constitution can be used for all official purposes of the Union. Today is a historic
day. Our movement, the Dravidian movement, since its inception, has been fighting
for the betterment of the Tamil. I am compelled to look back to history and to
some events which have happened in the past. But now, as the time has changed,
the mood has also changed. Earlier, as everyone in this House is well aware, there
was a very big resistance in the southern region, especially in Tamil Nadu, against
Hindi. In those times, there was an apprchension in the minds of the people that
one of the regional languages in this country is trying to dominate all other regional
languages and their culture. When a language is washed away, the entire culture
or the entire race will slowly fade. I could recall that during the Irish Revolution,
De Valera said, “If I have to choose between an independent Ireland and
mother-tongue, I would prefer the latter. I would prefer to choose my mother-tongue
to independent Ireland”. I can cite many examples like that who have preferred
their mother-tongue to their soul, especially when India was not one before
independence. Everyone knows it. Only after 1947, we became a nation and we
resolved to have the motto of unity in diversity. But the Constitution which we
adopted in 1950 said that Hindi in Devanagari script will be the official language
of the Union and for fifteen years, English would be a language associated with
that and after that only Hindi will be the official language. Subsequent to that,
there was a great agitation in Tamil Nadu. Starting from 1938, 1948 and in 1965,
it was at its peak. Many youth in the State of Tamil Nadu self-immolated. On
the same floor of the House, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru gave an assurance to our Members
of Parliament who were then here and were raising voice that until otherwise the
non-Hindi speaking people are willing to accept Hindi, English will continue as

an associate language.

Of course, any assurance given by the Minister on the floor of the Parliament
is valued so much and Panditji’s assurance was taken by us and it subsided. Later

in 1963, when the Official Languages (Amendment) Act came, our leader Anna was
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in the same House. His speech was so vociferous and he took away all the Members
here, and at that time, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, senior most leader of the Jan Sangh
was there, and was an ardent fighter for the cause of the Hindi, and our leader
was a fighter for Tamil. There was a good discussion, and that debate was so valuable.
In that Anna said, “Why should you discriminate a language in this country which
has got equal qualifications, rather more than that? At this moment, I should thank
the UPA Government, Dr. Manmohan Singh, the Prime Minister and the UPA
Chairperson, Mrs. Sonia Gandhi, who have declared Tamil as a Classical Language.
It has been a demand for long and that was declared as a Classical Language in

the UPA-I Government.

Every language has been found out when it has come into existence. For example,
English which is spoken by more than 145 countries, which is considered to be
the language which would help us to go across the world, came into existence only
in the Tenth Century. French language came into existence in the Eighth Century.
German language came into existence in the Sixth Century. If you have to go into
further more details every language has got a period when it came into existence,
but Tamil, Sir, no one knows when it came into existence. I am proud that I belong
to the Tamil speaking community. But, at the same time, I am proud to say that
Tamil is such a hoary language, an ancient language but it is being disregarded,
and has not been accredited with due respect it should have. Our Thirukural which
everyone knows was written 2,000 years before. Tolkappiyam, Tamil grammar was
written 2,500 years before, when Lord Buddha was in Bihar, when Kung Fu was
in China, when Socrates was in Greece. Tolkappiar in Tamil Nadu was writing grammar
for Tamil. So rich is that language which is inferior to no other language, rather
it was considered as the mother of all languages, but it has not been given the
due respect. We were fighting vehemently when we felt that Hindi was being imposed,
rather Hindi language came into Tamil Nadu, rather across the country, and that
it would take away all the languages. Sir, Hindi is spoken by 5 or 6 States in
the country, maybe the majority. But majority can’t decide always. If one language
has to be there to maintain unity, can anyone argue that there should be only one
religion to keep this country as one country with unity? No, Sir. Nothing can bind
us with one reason, whether it is a language or religion. That is why, at the outset
itself, I have told unity in diversity is the basic thing or the basic motto or the

basic principle of our Indian politics.
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Sir, I should say at this moment, if some people say one language will bind
the country with unity, I would like to tell them that so many countries which speak
the same language are separate. They are not together. In South American countries,
Spanish is the language in many countries but they are all separate. German is spoken
in Austria and in Germany. But they are two nations. Korean is the language in
the North Korea and South Korea but they are two different nations. Even in our
own country, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and States nearby Bihar, they all speak
in Hindi, but they arc all separate States. Even in the recent past, Jharkhand was
carved out of Bihar, a Hindi speaking State. So also Uttarakhand was carved out
of Uttar Pradesh, a Hindi speaking State; and Chhattisgarh was carved out of Madhya
Pradesh. So, language can’t bind a nation or a State into one with one language.
We say that we are against Hindi, that was once our slogan. But now we say that
all regional languages in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution, starting from Tamil,
22 languages must be regarded as official languages of the Union.

One language is given the official status and all others are only official languages
in the State and that language is also having a committee which goes across and
sees how it is being implemented. Those who are having Hindi as their mother-
tongue would come up very well, and even if I or you, Sir, from Kerala or any
other person from Andhra Pradesh learn Hindi, we cannot compete with a person
whose mother-tongue is Hindi. So, we argued that one language, which is the language
of a part of this country, cannot be a common language to all the States in this
vast sub-continent. Many people argued even in the same House that Hindi is the
national language and others are regional languages. No, Sir, all are national languages.
As regards languages in India, all languages which were called once as regional
languages are, of course, accepted as national languages. So, one language which
is the language of a part of the country, just because it is spoken by a majority
of the people here, cannot rule the entire country. So, we launched agitations. Sir,
I could recall, in 1948 itself, our leader Anna wrote in Dravida Nadu that all regional
languages must be made as official languages. In 1974, when our leader, Dr. Kalaignar,
was the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, he passed a Resolution in the Assembly
that all regional languages must be regarded as official languages of the Union. In

2000, when we were a part of the NDA, our leader, as a partner in the NDA,
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making the same demand, wrote to the then Prime Minister, Shri Vajpayee, to amend
the Constitution. In 1978, our senior leader, Shri Murasoli Maran, moved a Resolution
in the same House insisting the same. But that Motion was defeated here. Later
in 1983, he moved a Bill. I am happy that after thirty years, a person from the
same party, his younger brother, has moved that Bill and it has come up for discussion.
That is why I said that this is a historic moment. I don’t think it will resolve all
the issues today itself. But it is a very good start. Many Members here, cutting
across political parties, from various States, said that they would participate in this
discussion and would support this cause. So, we are not against any particular language
now. What we argue is that we want our language to be given the official status
which another regional language in this country is enjoying. What is wrong in that?
We have got a rich past. Our language is ancient. Our literature, if we start describing
it, it will go on for hours together. We have got everything of our own. Our language
is so rich; our language is ancient. It has got cverything of its own But we are
very sorry that it has not been given credit of its own. If a section of the people
of this country has come to the conclusion that they are disregarded for the sake
of language, then, that would result in something else. That is what happened in
1965. So many youngsters came to the streets. They set fire to themselves. The
whole of India was shaken. That was the first ever incident in the history of human
race, next to Vietnam when some Buddhist monks set themselves ablaze, the first
time in Tamil Nadu, that youths came to the streets and self-immolated. That shocked
the entire country. Everyone was very shocked to know that just for the sake of
a language, these people came to the streets and they wanted to take away their
lives by setting themselves on fire. This made them sense the mood prevailing then
and they realized that their love for the language was greater than their love for
life. But, after that, it came to a halt. Everything came to a halt. Our demand remains
as a demand. When what we expected, to be brought as a Bill, has not been attempted
by any Government, e¢ither by the UPA or by the NDA or by the United Front
Government, a Member of this House is moving this Bill to be considered by the

Government.

Sir, I have to quotc many things. This discussion started in the Constituent
Assembly itself. If we look into the debates of the Constituent Assembly, it was

very, very serious and many seniors even went to the extent of condemning another
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language. But what I would say is that due to maturity over the period of time
and due to incidents which have developed, we have come to a point that we are

not against any language. We were against some languages carlier.

But, now we want our language to be given the same official status. We have
to be treated equally. Our Leader, Anna in this House said, “Kindly don’t mistake
unity for uniformity. You cannot expect unity by way of creating uniformity. It cannot
be.” He said, “Unity in diversity has to be maintained.” Sir, in the Constituent
Assembly, Mr. T. T. Krishnamachari, Ms Durga Bai and Mr. Ramalingam Chettiar
spoke, and especially, what Mr. Ramalingam Chettiar spoke is very, very important.
Mr. Krishnamurthy Rao who was in the Constituent Assembly also spoke; he said,
“My respectful submission is that today Hindi is only a regional language and a
provincial language and just because it is being spoken by about 10 crores out of
32 crores at that point of time, we are raising it to the level of common language.”
I would call all languages spoken in India as our national languages, Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada, Malayalam Bengali, Gujarati and all other languages are national languages.
But for the purpose of the Union, we want a common language and we are prepared
to accept Hindi as our common language, but Hindi has to become such a language
that its effect would be seen in all the ramifications of national life and for this,
it should develop much. My submission is that today, Hindi has not yet developed.
That was his view at that time. In fact, I can quote from some of our own south
Indian languages. So, many arguments were made like that and especially, Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, the first President of Independent India, in the Constituent Assembly, has
also said that there is no other item in the Constituent of the country, which would
be required to be implemented from day-to-day and from hour-tohour. I might even
say minute-to-minute in actual practice. Therefore, the decision of the House should
be agreeable to the country as a whole. Even if we succeed in getting a particular
proposition passed by majority, if it does not meet with the approval of any
considerable section of people in the country, either in the North or in the South,
the implementation of the Constitution will become a most difficult problem. Sir,
just because of the resistance given by Tamil Nadu, our movement and those who
advocated for Tamil, English came to be the associate language. That was the

amendment made in 1967. In 1965, it was mandatory, as per the Constitution, ‘that
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Hindi alone will be the official language of this country’. Because of the agitation
in Tamil Nadu, that was not implemented. Pandit Nehru gave an assurance here
and in 1967 an amendment was made and the word, English ‘may’ continue to be
the associate language was substituted with ‘should’. So, ‘English should continue
as the associate language of India’ helped the people across the country in various
other States to survive. Otherwise, I am sorry to say, by this time many languages
would have faded away. Just for the sake of secking job, just for the sake of living,
everyone would be compelled to learn only one language which is the official language,
which will be practised in all the offices. So, that will be the medium of instruction
in all the schools, maybe in Tamil Nadu, maybe in Karnataka, maybe in Odisha,
maybe in Bengal, maybe in Mumbai, everywhere. Only one language will be taught
and everyone will be studying that for the sake of their livelihood, for the sake
of their future. Naturally, their mother-tongue will become an option and in due
course that optional language will also go off because people nowadays survive mostly
for their stomach. But this is something beyond the stomach, that is, a man’s life.
That is what we resisted. Sir, I am proud to be here as Member of the DMK
party which has saved other sections of the country, who are non-Hindi speaking
people, not to become slaves in the same country. So, Sir, at this point we would
like to say that now the time has matured, now that the things have changed, we
say that let Hindi be in its own place. Let us also be elevated to that place. What
is wrong in that? If you are considering everyone in this country as equal, if at
all you want to treat everyone as equal, why don’t you give us that status? That
is what our leader, Anna, fought here. That is what our leader has been writing
again and again even now. One of our basic principles is this. Our leader, Anna,
in his speech in Parliament, had very rightly pointed out that he would not yield
unless and until the language Tamil will be given its due place in the Union. Anna
said, “You are trying to impose on¢ language on a multilingual country like India.
In fact, such an attempt results in separation in some other countrics. For example,
the imposition of English language was one of the main reasons for separation and
independence of Irish State from the United Kingdom of the Great Briton in 1922.”
So also, Sir, the imposition of Urdu was one of the rcasons why Bangladesh came
into existence. Sir, America dropped the atom bomb on Japan and there were some
officers who took control of Japan. And, one of the jobs assigned to those officers

was to impose English on them. America was able to drop a bomb on Japan, but
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could not drop English there, because 95 per cent of the people were literate and
were never prepared to accept English as their language. So, that man was retreated
without being able to impose English on Japan. So, wherever any language tried
to impose on other sections of the people who have got a language of their own,
it had resulted in separation. That is the cause of Ireland. That is one of the reasons
behind formation of Bangladesh. That is what we have seen in Japan. So, there
are many other such instances. Therefore, using more than one language in the
administration is not a new phenomenon. During Emperor Ashoka’s reign, Prakrit,
Greek, and Aramaic languages were used in the administration along with Brahmi
script in South India. The Satavahanas used Prakrit and the local script variation
of Brahmi. The Kadambas, Chjalukyas of Badami and Rashtrakutas used Kannada
and Sanskrit. The Vaidumbas used Telugu and Kannada. The Pallavas and later Pandyas
used Tamil and Sanskrit. The later Cholas used Tamil in Tamil Nadu, Kannada in
Kannada region, Telugu in Telugu region and Sanskrit. The Eastern Chalukyas and
Kakatiyas used Telugu and Sanskrit. The Hoyasalas used Kannada in Kannada region

and Tamil in Tamil Nadu. Sir, this is the history.

What I said was: Many countries which had only one language were not able
to be remained as one country; they were separated. That is what I told earlier.
In South America, Spanish was the official language for many countries, but they
were separated. Whereas, in Switzerland, Singapore and in many other countries,
you have more than five languages as official languages and they are still surviving
as on¢ country. So, it cannot be construed that more languages will dismantle a
nation’s unity and one language will unite a country. One language was not able
to keep one nation united, but it has divided it into so many countrics. But, at
the same time, a country which has adopted and accepted other languages in its

own country has been successfully running.

Article 345 of the Constitution, which deals with Official language or languages
of a State, says, “Subject to the provisions of articles 346 and 347, the Legislature
of a State may by law adopt any onec or more of the languages in use in the State
or Hindi as the language or languages to be used for all or any of the official

purposes of that State. Provided that, until the Legislature of the State otherwise
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3.00 p.v.

provides by law, the English language shall continue to be used for those official

purposes...” Sir, the next one is very, very important.

That is article 347 — ‘Special provisions relating to languages spoken by a

section of the population of a State’. The article says:—

“On a demand being made in that behalf the President may, if he is satisfied
that a substantial proportion of the population of a State desire the use of any
language spoken by them to be recognized by that State, direct that such language
shall also be officially recognized throughout that State or any part thercof for

such purpose as he may specify”.

Sir, when this could apply to a State, why can’t this apply to the Union? When
the State can have more number of languages, if the President so wishes, why can’t
that be in the case of the Union also?

Also, the language used in the Supreme Court and the High Court for Acts
and Bills has been only English so far. Article 348 States:—

“(1) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions this Part, until

Parliament by law otherwise provides—
(a) all proceedings in the Supreme Court and in every High Court,
(b) the authoritative texts—

(i) of all Bills to be introduced or amendments thereto to be moved
in cither House of Parliament or in the House or cither House

of the Legislature of a State,

(i) of all Acts passed by Parliament or the Legislature of a State
and of all Ordinances promulgated by the President or the

Governor of a State, and

(i) of all orders, rules, regulations and bye-laws issued under this
Constitution or under any law made by Parliament or the

Legislature of a State, shall be in English language.

(2) Notwithstanding anything in sub-clause (a) of Clause 1, the Governor of

a State may, with the previous consent of the President, authorize the use
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of Hindi language, or any other language used for any official purposcs
of the State, in proceedings of the High Court having its principal seat
in that State.”

Sir, I make a request to the hon. Home Minister, who is present in the House.
Apart from our basic demand that all regional languages contained in the FEighth
Schedule of the Constitution should be regarded as Official Languages, at least, in
High Courts. The Official Language of a State must be allowed to be used as the
language in the High Court. That has been the demand for very long. If the hon.
Minister in his reply could give a concrete consoling reply, we would be very happy.
So, what I would like to say is this. Even my friend, Mr. V.P. Singh, was clarifying
it; not arguing with me because he is such an esteemed and wise Member of this
House, he asked whether it was possible to have more languages in the Centre.
We say that when the country is spending so much, why can’t it spend on something
to maintain unity, to develop the languages of the country? The United Nations has
so many languages whereas using more than one language in the administration is

a new phenomenon in India.

I want to mention something very important. Shri Balagopal mentioned something.
I had requested him to remain present in the House, but he has left. The DMK
has fought for Tamil.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: How much more time will you take?

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Ten minutes more.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We want to dispose it of. Anyhow, you proceed.
SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Now, it says—

“At the Tenth Party Congress in 1921, the Communist Part took some important
decisions with an aim of overcoming the existing national inequality of the peoples
of the U.S.S.R. The decisions with regard to the language policy were, “(1)
to develop and consolidate judicial institutions, administration, economic organs
and organs of power operating in their native languages and composed of local
people familiar with the way of life and the psychology of the population, and
(2) to develop press, schools, theatres, clubs, and cultural and educational

institutions employing the native language.”
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Sir, I was pleading with many Members that they have to support this Bill,
not because Tamil alone is going to be the Official Language — we must be the
first in the ranks, and I could take pride in that, but all people from various parts
of the country should support this Bill. I specially mentioned something to my comrade

friends.

“Lenin declared: “Whoever does not recognize and champion the equality of
nations and languages, and does not fight against all national oppression or
inequality, is not a Marxist; he is not even a democrat.” Further, he pointed
out, “Tiny Switzerland has not lost anything, but has gained from having not
one single official language, but three — German, French and Italian.” So, he
did not want to force the Russian language on the peoples of the U.S.S.R. and,

in fact, he gave full encouragement to all national languages.”

This was Lenin, Sir. So also, I want to quote from other leaders, from our
leader, whose age is 90. He started his public life at the age of 14 as a fighter
for the cause of Tamils. When Hindi was imposed, so many agitations were launched
at the age of 14 and now he is 90. For the past 76 years, we have been fighting;
we have been extending requests; and, we have been suggesting on many occasions.
Now, we have come to a point that at least we are not against, once, we were
against Hindi. We were totally against. We were fighting with them. Our relations
were not good. But, now, we are good friends. What we expect and what we demand

is, give our language also the same status.

So also, Mr. P. Ramamurthy, the Marxist leader asked a pertinent question in
Lok Sabha on 12th December, “Why does the Central Government say that Tamil
Nadu can’t communicate with the Centre in Tamil and that they will have to have
their own arrangement for translation? A few crores of rupees...”, that is the reply
I could give to my colleague Shri V.P. Singh, “..for maintaining and developing
the unity of this country are nothing.” So also, the CPI(M) in a statement—I feel
sorry that no comrade is here. ...(Interruptions)... Comrade is a common term.
...(Interruptions)... 1 told them, “You have argued more vehemently than us.”
...(Interruptions)... The CPI(M) in a statement released at the Conference of Opposition
Party Leaders held at Sri Nagar said, “A correct approach to the languages of the
people is necessary in the interest of the Indian unity and promoting a sense of

equality. We are of the view that the equality of all Indian languages in Parliament
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and in Central Administration should be recognized. Members of Parliament should
have the right to speak in any Indian language..”—which we have achieved—".and
simultancous translation will have to be provided in all other languages. All Acts,
Government orders, and Resolutions of the Centre should be made available in all

Indian languages.”

So, Sir, I think, the House can understand the genuinity in our demand. On
correspondence, our leader, Dr. Kalaignar, suggested in the Assembly Resolution itself,
when he was the Chief Minister, “What prevents the Central Government offices
in the State from communicating in the official language of the State?” 1 would
give you an example as far as Tamil Nadu is concerned. In Income-Tax Department,
Indian Railways, Postal Department, Indian Bank and United India Insurance Company
Limited, Chennai, if there are 100 works to be completed, 90 per cent of the works
arc completed at the Chennai office itself. Only 10 per cent of it is referred to
the Head Offices at Delhi. With regard to Department of Telecommunications and
Doordarshan, Chennai, it is 5 per cent less. Eighty-five per cent of the works are

completed in Chennai itself. Only 15 per cent are completed in Delhi.

So, what is coming in the way of communicating in the official language of
the State when the works are completed within the State? I think, the answer to
a query which Mr. VP. Singh asked would be clear in this. The Delhi Office is
being corresponded by any State for only 50 per cent of the works with regard
to Central Government works. Any transaction between the Central Government and
the State Government is scttled within the State itself. Sir, there was a time when
we laid down our lives; there was a time we convened conferences; we passed
Resolutions. There was a time we came to the streets. No language was understood
by any Government at that point of time. Now, at the outset itself I thank the UPA
Government that it has declared Tamil as a Classical Language. You can understand
the genuinity; you can understand the logic in our argument; you can understand
the reason in the demand which we put forth; it is mandatory and it has become
compulsory at this point of time that this nation, if at all it has to maintain its
individuality and uniqueness of unity in diversity—I think, the time has come—you
have to declare all the regional languages, which are in the Eighth Schedule of
the Constitution, to be the official languages of the Union.
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Sir, the day should not be far behind. Sir, I would like to remind the hon.
Home Minister what was declared in 2004 Manifesto and in the Common Minimum
Programme of the UPA. In 2004, after the elections, the UPA Government in its
Common Minimum Programme assured us that all regional languages would be
declared as the official languages of the Union. Dr. Abdul Kalam, who was the
then President, confirmed in his Address the same, ...(Time-bell rings)... and assured

us that all official languages of the States would be declared the official languages.

Sir, the Official Language Commission headed by Shri B.G Kher submitted its
Report in 1956, and it said, “The linguistic medium — this is the only thing I
would like to insist here, Sir — will have change over in the administrative agencies
and organizations such as the Railways, the Posts and Telegraphs, the Excise, Customs,
Income-Tax Departments, and so on. Some of these organizations have units and
branches located in different parts of the country and the language problem presents
a special aspect in regard to them. The language policy of these agencies should
be framed principally with a view to the convenience of the public whom they are
designed to serve; the instrumentality of these Departments should not be used as
a lever to force the pace of Hindi propagation at the cost of convenience to the

public”.

Sir, Justice R.S. Sarkaria Commission on Centre-State Relations has recommended
as follows. “The work of the Government, both Union and State, which involves

or affects the local people must be carried on in the local language”.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, now conclude.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: We will conclude, Sir, only on the day when our languages

are declared as official languages. ...(Inferruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is a punishment to me.
SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Until then, our voice will be resuming, Sir.

He further said, “This is even more important in a welfare State. It is necessary
that all forms, applications, letters, bills, notices, etc., are available in the local language
as well as official language”. So, these were the recommendations of Justice R.S.

Sarkaria Commission on Centre-State Relations.

Sir, the Rajamannar Committee on Centre-State Relations, appointed by our leader,
when he was Chief Minister in Tamil Nadu, rightly pointed out that: “This will
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bring the public at least emotionally nearer the administrative apparatus of the Union
and make the people feel that the Central administration is as much their own as

the administration at the State level”.

Sir, this long history of us, the demand which we have been insisting in all
the manner, at least, should be understood at this point of time. A broad-minded
and inclusive policy of encouraging and development and use of all Indian languages
as well as English, which Pandit Nehru said, ‘is a window to the outer world’.
If you close that window, that would be a peril, and we would be totally out of
touch with the entire world. That is what Pandit Nehruji told. Giving all the major
languages spoken in India equality of status will ensure that there will be no unhealthy
sentiment against any language. On the other hand, any heavy-handedness in language
policy at the national or State level will have divisive, if not disintegrative, implications.
Attempts to impose one language in a multi-lingual society have resulted in separation
in many other countries. Therefore, it would be unwise to impose on a multilingual
country one language. So, Sir, I put forth that this Official Languages Bill should
repeal and replace the Official Languages Act, 1963 in order to ensure that all regional
languages that have been recognized under Schedule VIII of the Constitution can
be used for all official purposes of the Union. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You argued your case very well
SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Thank you, Sir.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri VP. Singh Badnore.

SHRI V.P. SINGH BADNORE (Rajasthan): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, today we
are discussing a subject and the Motion moved by Shri Tiruchi Siva. What does
the Motion say? Let us come to the Motion first. It says ‘That the Bill further
to provide for all regional languages to be used for all official purposes of the
Union...” What it really means is that whenever correspondence coming from the
regional States, it cannot be done just in Hindi and English but it should be done
or could be done in any of the regional languages. Then it also says, °.matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto be taken into consideration.” Mr. Siva has
put lots of arguments. But the times have changed. If this argument had been put

by Mr Siva 60 years ago when we were discussing in this very House and the
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subject was, what is the language of the country going to be and the formation
of the three language formula and our founding fathers in those days had put forth
all these arguments and the arguments that have come really reinforces what must
have happened in those arguments, debates when we were discussing the language.
Sir, in those days all this was to come up and they decided whether we should
have Hindi, English or the regional languages. The formula that was taken in those
days was that you have Hindi, you have English because lots of Southern parts
of the country were using that language, so they would not be disconnect and delinked,
and also, the regional languages should be given importance. So, they made the
Eighth Schedule and they said that this will be revised and in times to come. Lots
of languages have been adjusted today there are 22 languages. Sir, if I come to
the subject, let me also put forth that I am also saddened. Mr. Siva has rightly
said about the mother language being so important to all of us and to everybody
in this world. We speak the mother language Rajasthani. We have been fighting
for Rajasthani for so many years. We have ten crore people speaking that language
and it is not even recognized in the Eighth Schedule. But today let me come to
the subject. We will be fighting for the Rajasthani language to be included in the
Eighth Schedule. This is going to go on and as Mr. Siva ended and said, this will
go on till that is recognized. I am also going to say that. I will not go into the
Rajasthani language just now. But let us come back to what is the international
thinking on this. The United Nations through UNESCO has said about the recognition
of all the mother languages in the world and they have Mother Language Day also
celebrated. There is a day which is celebrated as Mother Language Day about which
Mr. Siva was also talking about. We all love our mother languages and we want
to celebrate it in India also. We had the Linguistic Minority Commission and that
also celebrates all the regional languages like the UNESCO. We celebrate that. There
are today, if you look at it, 10,000 languages in the world. Sir, the UNESCO has
put forth a paper that because the world is getting together, the world is becoming
a global village. And we are in the age of computers. We talk on the Facebook,
Google, YouTube and all that. Now if you have 10,000 languages, would we be
able to talk to each other, connect to each other, have business with other countries?
If everybody has 10,000 languages, would that be possible? I would like to ask
Mr. Siva how that is possible. In the 21st Century, we should get on to some language
that we can convey to cach other. Communication is the biggest thing today. We

can speak to each other. We have Facebook. We have all other things. People want
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to talk to everybody. But to have more languages would be very difficult. Let me remind
vou that in China, the CHIN Dynasty...(Interruptions)... Please, I do not want any
interruptions. I did not disturb him. This is not the way. He kept on taking my name
very, very nicely and I will also do that. I am not arguing against it. I am just putting
forth my point. What has to be decided will be decided by the House, not by
Mr. Siva or Mr. VP. Singh. So, I am just putting forth my arguments. That’s all.

Sir, in China, they had many languages. The Emperor of the CHIN Dynasty
said that they would not be able to progress unless they had one language. He
thought how to have one language. It is very interesting. When I went to China,
I was told this. They wanted to know about our languages. I told them that we
have so many languages, we have Schedule VIII in our Constitution, and all that.
They told me that the Emperor called all the Pandits of those days, who were great
literate people. He put them in a hall and said that they could eat there, they could
drink there, they could make merry there, they could have all the arguments, but
he would not let them go out of that hall till they decided one language.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Do you want me to do that! ...([Interruptions)...

SHRI VP. SINGH BADNORE: And, they came out with one language. They
do not have any other language, like we have in India. But India is a big country.
And, how did all these languages come about? We had lots of invasions. As he
said, Greek language was also spoken here. Alexander the Great invaded India in
326 B.C. He also put his language and all that. The Aryans also came here. That’s
why we have so many languages. I also love my mother-tongue, as you do. But
let us get to the point. Will it really help us? That is the main thing. What is
happening in the European Union today? It is a fiasco because of all those languages

being recognized there.

SHRI P. KANNAN (Puducherry): Can you please tell us what is the position
in China?

SHRI V.P. SINGH BADNORE: There is one language. That’s what I know. That
is the official language. That language came about in those days when all those
pandits were not allowed to go out of that hall, till they had a consensus on one

language. ...(Interruptions)...
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Let me please continue. What is happening in European Union? The European
Union has lots of languages. There is a problem when they do business, when they
communicate, when they are in the European Union Parliament. A study was conducted
on the problems of the European Union. And, one of the problems that came about

was that billions of Euros were being spent on translation.

For every document, for every business document, they have to spend billions
and billions of rupees on translation. This is one point that has come about. They,
like Greece and all these countries which have come to the European Union or
wanting to come to the European Union, cannot pay their liabilitics. The biggest
problem that they are still facing is the money that they are spending on translations
— on document translations, lawyers’ fee, etc. So, all this is happening. They asked,
“Can we do something about it?” Sir, I must also confess here and they have also
said that, today, all the European countrics teach three languages. One is their own
language and two other languages. Sir, the most preferred languages may be German
and French, alongwith English. Germany may have English and all that, but there
arc three languages which are really preferred, whichever they may be. In Spain,
they may be wanting to have English and Italian. That is what is also in Europe.
Our founding fathers had foreseen all this. They had said that with unity in diversity
in India, we have to find some way out. And, the best way out that was created
in those days was the three-language formula. I also agree with Mr. Siva who was
very right when he quoted Mr. Nehru by saying that we need a window to the
outer world. In those days, he ‘thought’ of a window to the outer world; today,
it has become a ‘necessity.” How do we communicate? How do we communicate
through the computer? How do we communicate with the other world? If we have
more languages, then, there will be more problems, more translations and money
is going to be spent on this. Suppose you are a tourist. You go to other countries.
You would like to go to a country where you can be heard or you can listen to
other people and understand them. That is why, it is said, lesser the languages, the
better it is. Sir, in the UNESCO, they have made a study and come out with a
fact that there are hundreds of languages which are becoming obsolete. They are
going out of the way because of the new circumstances, changing world and changing
economic situation. Sir, they want to communicate, they want to do better business,
so that they could communicate in a better way. Out of the ten thousand languages

that I was talking about, there are hundreds of languages which are disappearing.



366 Private Members’ [RAJYA SABHA] Bills

[Shri V.P. Singh Badnore]

They are becoming obsolete. In this 21st Century, let us not go back to the debate
and the arguments that were put forth 60 years ago. Let us move ahead. We want
our GDP to grow. Arc we going to have the growing GDP with more languages?
Sir, it will create more problems. The GDP growth depends on better communication
or on becoming more savvy with computer. How will you do that? So, I feel that
like Mr. Siva, I also love my mother-tongue. I want Rajasthani to be recognised
in the Eighth Schedule. But I will not go with Mr. Siva. Thank you very much
Sir.

SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA (Odisha): Sir, I rise to participate in the
Official Languages Bill, 2012 and also support some of the arguments put forward
by my friend, Mr. Siva, demanding that all regional languages to be taken into
consideration for the official purposes of the Union, and also given the status of
‘national language’. There is no harm in it. I think, the Government can also consider
it for giving recognition to the regional languages. At present, the two official languages
that we have are Hindi and English. He was putting his arguments in favour of
Tamil. There is no problem. We also support Tamil. But there is a system which
is working. As he has already said, it may also work. I have all respect for the
Tamil language, Tamil people and their movement. But, I think, in addition to Hindi
and English, all other languages could also be declared ‘official languages.” As he
has mentioned, there was an assurance given in this regard in the UPA’s Common

Minimum Programme. I think, that can also be taken into consideration.

Sir, language is the medium of expression and there is no doubt that it is important
for everybody in the country. It has many aspects. If you see our judicial system
and the legislative system, the work is done in English only, which is, sometimes,
creating problems. Although it is not very much related to this Bill, in the judicial
system, such a system is creating problems for a poor worker, a farmer, a woman,
a girl who is being tortured or raped, or for his father or mother who do not know
the English language, who do not understand whether the lawyer is saying for her
or against her or what the Judge is pronouncing. He or she has to only depend
upon the lawyer for it, and it happens here in this country where we live in. But,
Sir, this system cannot go for a long time, because, if a person has no right to
understand what his lawyer is saying, what remark the Judge is making and if he

or she cannot understand the judgment that is pronounced, then how can we say
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that we are giving justice to everybody? That is a situation in all spheres, and the
Government has to take it very seriously. We say to a person that ‘you are violating
the law.” But the law is printed only in English or somewhere, sometimes, in Hindi.
We are not giving an opportunity to the general public to understand the law. Suppose,
an Act is enacted today, but if it is not translated into the regional language and
people do not know what the law is, how can we say that this is the law which
you have violated and you are liable to be punished? Sir, these two things are very
important. I draw the attention of the hon. Home Minister, through this House, to
these two important aspects, and, I think, the Government has to give a scrious
thought for giving the real information on any statute or legislation to the public
in the regional language, and the deliberation of the judgment also should be made

available in the regional language.

Sir, there are three cases. One is, as Mr. Siva said, the Tamil language had
been given the status of Classical Language during UPA-I time, and he has also
given his thanks for it. There is another case. My other friend, Mr. Singh, was
saying that Rajasthani language is not included in the Eighth Schedule. Sir, in my
case as well, even though Odiya language is a also very old language, till now,
it has not been given the status of Classical Language. The only difference is, the
Tamil people have fought a lot for it for more than 65 years. I think, we have
not fought enough, and also, the other people have also not fought in the manner
as the Tamil people fought for their cause; and we are very much with them for
their cause. There are many languages in our country. Sir, in the case of Odiya
language, certain things are very relevant. As has been mentioned by my friend,

Mr. Siva, 1 would like to draw your attention to certain aspects related to it.

The term ‘Janapada® literally means the foothold of the tribe. The fact that
the ‘Janapada’ is derived from the jan-point to an ecarly stage of land taken by
the Jan tribe for settlement of life, the process of first settlement on land, was in
its final stages prior to the times of Bhuddha and Panini. The pre-Buddhist North-
Western region of the Indian sub-continent was divided into several janapadas,
demarcated from each other by boundaries. According to Panini, janapada’ stands
for country and janapadini stands for citizenry. Each of the janapada was named
after the Khetriya tribe, for the Khetriya jan, who were settled there. ‘India as known
to Panini : A Study of Cultural Material in the Ashthadhyayi’, 1963, Vasudevsharan

Agarwal’s, ‘India in the time of Patanjali’, 1968 and Socio-ecconomic and Political
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History of Eastern India, 1977, the History of Literature, 2000 edition, talk about
the presence of the Odiva language at that time. The famous Sanskrit Gramarian,

Panini’s Ashtadhyayi, also indicated the presence of the Odiya language at that time.

Sir, I wish to draw your kind attention to the time of Chandragupta Maurya
who overthrew the last Nanda King in 322 B.C. During the time of Chandragupta,
Kalinga declared herself independent. His grandson, Chandasoka, invaded Odisha in
261 B.C. and included Kalinga into his empire. The Kalinga War was recorded as
the bloodiest war ever in the history of India. Over hundred thousand people were
killed and a hundred and fifty thousand were arrested, but the great Kalinga War
changed Chandrasoka to Dharmasoka and subsequently, he embraced Buddhism, which
was claborately written in Pali language and Brahmi script, in an ancient form of

the Odiya language.

In the ecarly First Century B.C., there was the Chedi Chief, Mahabegha Bahana
Aira Kharabela, a great King of Odisha, whose kingdom extended right from Ganga
to Godavari and sometimes even to Krishna and, in the north up to Agra. He was
one of the most illustrious Kings who ruled Kalinga. A detailed account of the life
and military expeditions of this great King can be found in the Hati Gumfa inscription

in Udaygiri. That language is close to Odiya.

Sir, the first poetic text of our country, ‘Natya Shastra’, composed by Bharat
Muni about the First Century A.D., mentions Udra Vibhasa as a prabriti. This Udra
Vibhasa, the language spoken by the downtrodden and the farmers, was none other
than the ancient proto form of Odiya language. Prakrit Sarbaswa of Markandeya

also gives an example of Udra Bhasa.

The Buddhist text ‘Lalita Bistara’ gives a list of 64 scripts known to Lord Buddha.
Ugri was one of the scripts in the list. Scholars traced Udri with Udra, the Odiya
script. The Chinese traveller, Hieun Tsang, in the Seventh Century A.D., recorded
the academic growth of the eminent Kalinga and mentioned, “The words and languages
of this region, the land of Odras, differ from the speeches of Central Asia’. This
proves that by that time the common speech of Odiyas had acquired a distinct
originality. The folk literature created in Odiya language since time immemorial, are
varied and rich in their own ways. The folk songs, tales, riddles, anecdotes and

folk theatres that existed certainly before the written literature, are proof of the old
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and rich tradition of Odiya language. Distinguished foreign scholars like John Beams,
Verrier Elvin, etc., were attracted towards the Odiya folklore and held discussions
on it. Though all the castern Indian languages like Bengali, Assamese, Maithili and
Nepali accept “Charya Pada’ of the 10th Century as their first written literature, which
was found from the Nepal court, only Odiva language has the legitimate claim to
being the language closest to Chayapadas, and many Odiya words are found in
the text. Odia prose, which found its origin in the inscriptions of about 11th century
(Urajam Inscription) subsequently enriched in Madala Panji (the Jagannath Temple
Chronicle of 13th century) and Rudrasudhanidhi, a unique prose text written in the
poctic style in the 14th century was close to Odia.

Odia literature is one of the most original and copious literatures of India
manifested in many genres. It has never been influenced by any language nor has
it borrowed anything from any source during ancient and medieval period. At the
beginning, Odia Mahabharat composed by Sarala Das in 15th century, which is
considered to be the first complete Mahabharat in vernacular Indian languages, the
religious and mystic poetry composed by saint poets of Bhakti cult during 16th century,
the archaic poetry during medieval time are the unique features of Odia literature.
Many style of poetry like Chautisha, Koili, Poi, Champu, Chupadi, etc., are some
of the original and new forms which are unique in Odia literature. Sir, by saying
so, I want to mention here, as I was saying earlier, that Tamil language has been
declared as classical language but Odia language has not been declared the classical

language although it is very old and unique and it has its unique culture and origin.

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN)
in the Chair]

Sir, this is the situation. As has been said by others also, it is a fact that Tamil
people fought in the past for their language. But Odia people and people belonging
to other languages might not have fought. But, today, the Bill which has come is
a very important Bill. It gives us an opportunity to discuss various languages like
Rajasthani, Odia, etc., and their history. As has been said by Mr. Singh, it may
be very expensive. Nowadays also, an international conference can also be conducted
through translation system. In this new era, it is not very difficult to hire a software
which can give the opportunity to translate the language and communicate it to various
States in regional languages. Such a software can be developed. Even in Lok Sabha,

Rajya Sabha or international conferences, translation system is possible. So, in this
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new cra of developed technology, this is possible. 1 think, with less expenditure
also, this could be possible. The Government of India can think about this as to
how to communicate with people in their own language and how to use a regional

language as the official language of the Government of India.

With these words, I once again support the Bill moved by brother Siva. I may
not insist on making Odia an official language now, but I will definitely fight to
the last till Odia language is declared, at least, a classical language. I will fight
for that. 1 also once again request hon. Home Minister to consider that and also
consider whether all other languages can also be given an opportunity to be used

as official language of the country. Thank you.

SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY (West Bengal): Sir, I rise to support Mr. Siva.
I do so not because I speak Bengali but becasue there is good merit in what he
has said. Sir, the Constitution recognises 22 languages as official languages. 1 also
understand that if you have to transact business in 22 official languages, communication
may be very difficult. But, the short point I will make is that when you talk about
correspondence between the Centre and the State, you can use three-language formula
as he has done. In those three languages, it can be English, Hindi and the regional
language. Therefore, it would recognise that language as an official language. It will

be casier for you to do so.

Sir, a small country like Switzerland has four languages. Of these four languages,
French, German and Italian are all live languages, but there is another fourth language
which is almost obsolete language, known as Romance. Romance is an old variety
of Italian, more Latinish than Italian, but only very few, only a few thousand, people
specak Romance. Still, they have recognised it. And, entire correspondence and
Government communication in Switzerland are done in four languages simultaneously.
Sir, in Canada, French and English are used simultancously. You can say that we
have got three-language formula — Hindi, English and a third language. There is
no problem about it. What we find is that language is a highly evocative problem.
Whole Pakistan issue, which was brought out of the exploded two-nation theory that
Hindus and Muslims are different, and they had two parts of Pakistan. Namely, West
Pakistan and East Pakistan, East Pakistan broke away not because one side had become

more Islamic or less Islamic, but because of language. When the West Pakistanis
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tried to push Urdu there as an official language, they revolted. Ultimately, they got
separated. They belonged to the same Islamic religion, Islamic culture, but they
separated. So, Sir, language is a highly emotional and evocative issue. It binds and
also it distracts. So, let us use language as a bonding force by accepting all the
languages in the Constitution and try to transact business with a particular area in
the language that is predominant there. I have no problem with any language coming
up as an official language. I do admit that you can’t have 22 languages operating
simultancously, but you can always have regional language also. If you talk to Tamil
Nadu, you can use Hindi, English and Tamil. If you write to Hyderabad, you can
write in Telugu, English and Hindi. If you write to West Bengal, you can write
in Bengali, English and Hindi. If you write to Odisha, from where my friend, Mr.
Khuntia, comes, you can write in Hindi, English and Odia. So, it is not very difficult.
It will create a kind of oneness. No region should feel that it is not being recognised
by the Indian nation. We are part of one Indian nation. I have no existence as
a Bengali other than being an Indian. I am both, an Indian and a Bengali,
simultaneously. But, I will feel ignored if Bengali is not given that due recognition

which it deserves.

So, Sir, I support, in principle, the point made by Shri Tiruchi Siva. The only
point is, I leave it to the Government of India, to have a Language Commission
again and see how far they can accommodate all the 22 languages, recognised under
Eighth Scheduled of Indian Constitution. With this, I support Mr. Siva and also request
the Government of India not to be very obstinate but think about the possibility

of accommodating 22 languages as best as they can.

o YW MU AT (SR USE) : g=dae smql stee, § wmsar g 6 osE R oW
bl THT S9 & el ot g U eIl oW AEl v, iU e i
g oR wRum fefael @ v s i o g d Fad uw dw W@ § g,
JUAY, FAEL e R =urs, 9 ST & e SEq Wt wEr Sfeh
®H TR fegwam § g §1 #sew, sA W Official Language Act & a8 W&
W W 39 99 @& FawRl e¥ar § % $9 3w ¥ W Central Offices & "R 9
Northern Region ® & & S0 9RT &M =l & g1 =Ryl soifs ARy uct
F difer wm ¥ T W T P R ¢ oweww R T @t S "ge g
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¥ g8 TEER BT ¥ oar ol & o9 dfteg g 9 Rl e gieTs oM =iyl
st o #WEr Refy 8, @8 W & f& Official Language Act I8 @sa1 & f& ¥
w S W gEAR offices ¥ wT W vl @m Y A g W@yl v SRR
7 gt ot & @ SHer SeE SRR # 9 wex Rl A o9 =ifRvl s osw wed
H SR °@ gh € R g wed 36 S B BN v P SmenEl & ogad ant
g5 Wl 7 A B AR B usdl & f5 e 'R 3w & oiw official language
HT YA B OIW T AT AER

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: I would like to know from Professor Ram Gopal Yadav,
if a State communicates with the Central Government in its own official language,
do you accept thatt When you speak of Hindi and the State’s language, could it

be used to communicate with the Central Government offices?

PROF. RAM GOPAL YADAV: This has been my policy. Yes, I agree with it.
T FE & 5 woe™ A & Wwieh #1, regional WSS BT SHF I WAl WERT
FAT B ARY, Fw F A gty A, UHER " M ST WIWRT BT WANT $RAT ARy
IR SEh W Bl &1 oI e Wodr eyl SRR O SNfeIm ¥ @i U o
T @ g8 S A7 o =Ry ofR werwer Bl F Ot om wifswl =t weR oFR
Jerg & o & a1 affa SR fERl, I ARl # oem =Ryl s ueR ISt
H R Jherg d FE UF W ¥ oA BRIl R afid 4 S oAsyl sERnm W OBAR)
ot @t IE difer’l € & i 'W aE Ava € 5 ol 7 fw ave ¥ ® Fsen
TR foRr & ok ANl B I§ Temwed! e B g § Rem @ afsfew @ W&
St W@t &, 9% Faa RNl F IRT g & 9 Taq ¥ g A @ W o=w
g A% AW S P W, TR qeed WfEd IREE W wE B | A SEe &
o, 3 9ed fas # Rewr a1, AR & a9 § O wiwied B WA eRe aRad!
Fl, HH SN AW BT BT Agg A€l Al TAGIY @AFT F AT H PR IE WA ¥
fr R & IRT & T 8 W & a1 ¥F Tad § 9 O W aar v 5 fgwm
A A F ARRed W ¥ 5 R et oM @ 9 superior RS WTUN | 3T
S B o b = R 1) e O R O o 2 | o o = O 1 - B S B S
fF ors omElt A YT @ WM A ¥ A fEed g1 ¥ ¥w ome ™ Fd §
fF oFR ST # SN d S 9MY 9l &, 98 S W el &M oW, S9dl 3%
BRI, ST g1 B b dNIe T AN 59 UROT I O db AT el erd T,
qg T SN H WE Fadl W 99 HE S ared ¥ fav omewe & &
gfg Rl @1, regional languages @1 Fe@r fIEr Wl
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STt o=t ¥ expression ®F AR UM WINT H BX URT ¥, SO ANEET A
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4.00 p.v.

DR. BHARATKUMAR RAUT (Maharashtra): Thank you, Sir. I wish I could
speak, as Yadav saheb has said, in my mother-tongue here. But, unfortunately, I
have not given the notice to speak in that language, and that is the problem. Here,
I have to fight for the right of my mother-tongue, in the language that is neither
mine nor yours. This is the problem with this nation that we do not speak our

language and that is why we are a disintegrated nation.

Sir, at the outset, let me congratulate Mr. Tiruchi Siva, hon. MP and my good
friend, for bringing in this Bill. I support it. I know there arc many lacunae in
operational part of the Bill, but I subscribe to the basic principle of the Bill, the
basic feeling of the Bill.

Sir, I come from Maharashtra, a non-Hindi-speaking State and many people in
my State don’t understand Hindi. The Home Minister is from my State, who is
now going out. ...(Interruptions)... Okay. Many people from my State, particularly
those who come from Konkan belt and those who come from western Maharashtra,
the aam admi, about whom everybody is talking about, do not understand Hindi.
They can read Hindi, but they cannot speak or write in Hindi. The problem is with
these people and in most of the States, as Prof. Ram Gopal Yadav said, most of

the people do not understand how to write or communicate in Hindi or English.

Sir, I will give my own example. I studied in a Marathi-medium school. Obviously,
my school leaving certificate came in Marathi and I am proud of it. When I applied
for passport to the Central Government agency, the Passport Office under the External
Affairs Ministry, the clerk there, who was also a Marathi, refused to accept my
school leaving certificate because that was in Marathi. He asked me to get its
translation. I told him that you know my name, I know your name, you can speak
to me in Marathi and I am telling you this is in Marathi, what is the problem?
He said that he wanted the translated version of that. He asked me to get a true
copy of the translation. I said okay, because I was a needy person. I neceded a
passport. I went out, got the whole thing translated in English and went back to
him. He then said that he wanted Gazetted Officer’s attestation on the school leaving
certificate. What is this? In my own country, I have to give certificate for the translation
of a foreign language and that too, after 60 years of Independence. Why should
I go by this? After that, I lost my father. I lost my father in Mumbai. Of course,
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I got the death certificate. BMC had given me a choice whether I want the certificate
in English or in Marathi. I, being a proud lover of Marathi, said that I want it
in Marathi. BMC gave me a certificate in Marathi. After that, I realised that he
worked all his life for the Central Railways. So, all his pension and everything else
had to be dealt with by the Railway Ministry, Central Government and at each step,
I was stopped, asked about this language and told that this would not be accepted.
They asked me to give it in Hindi or English. Finally, I had to go back to the
municipal office and tell them that it was my mistake that I asked for a certificate
in Marathi and I asked them to give me a certificate in English. Sir, this is not
self-esteem. I am insulting my own language. I am insulting myself. This is the
situation in most of the non-Hindi States. Sir, I am not against Hindi. I love Hindi.
I love Hindi poems and I love Hindi literature. The thing is that there is a practical
difficulty. Why I am proud of my language is because in the tenth century, Mukund
Raj was a poet who wrote the first poetry in Marathi language when many other
languages did not know what literature was. After that, the first interpretation of
Gita in regional language was done by Sant Jnaneshwar in the thirteenth century.
Since then the Marathi literature has grown too huge. During Shivaji’s period, Maratha’s
rule was from Jinjee in Tamil Nadu up to Attock, that is the border of Afghanistan.
Up to that point, Marathas had their rule. There were Marathi-speaking Princely States.
They were there outside Maharashtra — in Baroda, in Gwalior, in Indore and in

Jhansi.

Sant Namdeo, a Marathi poet of the 13th Century, he went from Maharashtra,
from Pandaripur, the southern end of Maharashtra, which is the home district of
the Home Minister. From there he started walking and went via Gujarat, Rajasthan
to Punjab and his abhangs are included in the Guru Granth Sahib. From there,
he came back. So, we have a rich tradition. With this tradition when we come,
we are not recognised in Delhi. For anything and everything, we have to get it
translated into Hindi or English. This is an insult. It is a matter of self-respect.
I think, I hold my self-respect in very high esteem. I am not emotional, it is practical
also.

I will give you an example. Now, you are giving loan waiver scheme, whatever
election gimmick, I am not getting into it. But loan waivers were given, then, notices
came in Hindi and English languages. How do you expect a villager somewhere

in the interior of Jalna or Pune district to understand the nuances of the language?
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Hindi language has been used in such a communication. It is so difficult to understand.
Even Hindi-speaking people would not understand. That Hindi is spoken by only
one community in one region. Those who speak about Hindi, the champions of Hindi,
they are not ready to give Raj Basha status to Rajasthani. They are not ready to
give Raj Basha satus to Maithili or Bundeli because they want everything to be
kept with them, and with one particular community, coming from one particular area.
This is not acceptable in democracy. Why does that happen? As Mr. Siva has rightly
said, this creates discontent between man and man, between State and State and
between Region and Region. If we allow languages to flow, it will be good for
all. Now, Tamil doesn’t come to Maharashtra because I don’t get to read anything.
Marathi doesn’t go to Tamil Nadu. Marathi does not go to Gujarat. Gujarati doesn’t
go to Andhra Pradesh. If there is a status to all regional languages, languages will
start flowing to and fro, from East to West, from West to East, from South to
North and from North to South. It will create a great fabric of social homogeneity
and cultural homogeneity among Indians; and that will make India a great, great

countty.

I know that in this Bill, there are some difficult points which will take time
to resolve. But if the Government really thinks very seriously that is not very difficult.
After all what happens? We live in our own States, and own cities. This problem
comes when we have to communicate with the Centre or with other States. How
many people and how much percentage of our total vyavahar or transactions takes
place like that? Not much. Then, why can’t we accept it? Why can’t we do it?
As Mr. Tiruchi Siva has said, along with Tamil, if Hindi translation goes, or, along
with Marathi, if English and Hindi translation goes, how much will it cost? Definitely
it will cost much less than those scams that happened in the Central Government.
I think, we should make this experiment. There are examples in history where many

languages can live together harmoniously.

But here the total attitude seems to be so that we are the big brothers. That
attitude should go. If that attitude does not go, India will not remain one nation.
Tamil Nadu has been fighting for the ‘classical language’ status and it has got it
because of their fightt We have also started that fight for Marathi. Shri Khuntia,
who was speaking just now, is also fighting for the °classical language’ status. Sir,

my point is, why keep the people fighting for such things. Mr. Minister, why can’t
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you give it with respect and honour? If you give this ‘classical language’ status
to Oriya, Marathi, etc., not only people from that region will be happy, people from
other regions also will have some aspirations. I think we should nurture that aspiration.
I look at this Bill from this point of view. Yes, I know he will have to withdraw
the Bill or it will be defeated. But that gives a fodder for thought to the Home
Ministry, the Government and the whole House to think how we can bring the nation
together; how we can respect languages. Respecting a language does not mean that
you only respect the letters written in that language. You respect the culture of that
region. I think it is our moral duty to ensure that ethos, culture, history and pride
of cach language, cach region, each person and the last man of the society, are

also respected. Thank you.
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SHRI P. KANNAN: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I am very thankful to you for giving
me this opportunity. I stand before you to speak on the Official Languages Bill,
2012. Let me say a few things. I kindly request the Chair and the hon. Members
to listen to me with a little patience. I am not going to preach anything; but I

am going to express my views only.

It is needless to say that I love my mother. Mr. Siva, my valued friend, has
said that we love mother-tongue. Everybody loves mother-tongue. How can 1 hate
my mother? Or, for that matter, can anybody hate their mother or their mother-
tongue? We all love our mother-tongue. There is nothing special in that. By mentioning
what had happened in the history, if you say that you love your mother-tongue gives
a meaning that you hate other languages. It, indirectly, meant, somewhere in the
history, there is hate for other languages. All mother-tongues — my mother-tongue,
your mother-tongue, his mother-tongue, Singhji’s mother-tongue and everybody’s
mother-tongue — have to be respected. That is my perception. Actually, I wish I
would have known all the languages in the country; not only in the country, but
all the languages in the world. I wish, I would have known, I would have learnt,
I would have understood all the languages. Sir, even the birds have got a language.
Had I known that language, how happy I would have been? Sometimes, I feel very
sad. Sir, there is even a language of silence. Sometimes, we keep silent, some people
keep silent. It is a language — language of silence. It has got a deeper meaning

than any other language.
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Sir, my request is, let us not shut the doors of knowledge. I would like to
mention here one thing to my Hindi-speaking people. Before I enter Parliament, I
entered Delhi some 35 years ago and felt very difficult to communicate. I never
felt inferior, but I felt very difficult to communicate. I can say that 1 felt bad, because,
I could not communicate with my own countrymen, with my own people, with the
common man — Aam Aadmi. 1 could not communicate. I was not able to understand
what he says. And, he also did not understand what I say. So, I had a very bad
feeling, but 1 did not feel inferior. A man cannot learn all the languages. It is not
humanly possible. But, we must, first of all, learn to respect everybody’s language.
That is my humble request. It is only then our mother-tongue or anybody’s mother-

tongue would get automatically respected.

Sir, Mr. Siva has got a valid point. I support his case, but there is one thing.
Take Andhra Pradesh for example. I am not taking Tamil Nadu as example. Being
a Tamil-speaking man, I don’t want to talk about Tamil Nadu. That is why I take
Andhra Pradesh. Two advocates are fighting a case on behalf of two individuals.

They speak English; the judgment delivered is in English; the poor, the common
men, in Andhra Pradesh, in Telugu-speaking arcas, do not understand what transpires
between the two advocates; they do not understand whether the advocates supported
them or they opposed them; they do not understand what the judgment says. It
is a pathetic situation. It should not be so. In any region, the use of its regional
language must be the maximum. I am not a pundit, and I am not an expert to
say that we should make it an official language. Of course, it is our national language.
I don’t know how far we can go in making it our official language, and if that
happens, I would be the happiest person; but I do not know the practicality. I
am given to understand that even Hindi is not being used in 90 per cent in the
official communications of the Government of India. Ninety per cent of the official
communications of the Government of India are not being done in Hindi language,
as far as my knowledge goes. The notings in majority of the files are done in
English. T am not against Hindi. Hindi is the most widely spoken language in
the country. I would never be against any language, for that matter, in the country,
or, if I go further, I would like to say that I would never be against any language

in the whole world. Yes, I love my mother-tongue, I love my mother. But, then,
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does it require any publicity? I don’t want to make any politics out of it. I say
this. You respect the regional language. The UPA Government is a wise Government.
It know how to respect the sentiments of the people. So, I want to make a request
to the hon. Home Minister and the Minister of State in the Ministrty of Home
Affairs who is also sitting here. You ask the State Governments to follow the rules
and regulations or the law so as to make use of the regional language to the
most possible extent. That will help the common man; that will help regional
languages; and that will help the generations to come. But, at the same time, I
would caution the Hindi-speaking people, and they should not misunderstand me.
Don’t eliminate the use of English language! It is dangerous for India; it is dangerous
— I can even say — for the whole human kind. This is the only language in
which we communicate throughout the whole world. Today, in India — whether
it is for good or for bad, I do not know — English language is the storchouse
of knowledge. Fortunately or unfortunately, we got it from the Britishers. They did
many things both good and bad. But, it is they who gave English to us. Let
us cherish it. Let us not eliminate it. I am not saying this just for the sake of
the Tamil language or the Telugu language. I am saying it for the sake of the
nation, for the sake of the whole country. Let us preserve English, side by side

with all other languages in the country.

There is another thing that I want to mention here, Sir. I remember, when Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru was Prime Minister, he had assured the non-Hindi-speaking States,
the southern States, that as long as they accepted Hindi, English would continue
to be there as the link language, or, the associate language. This was the assurance
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had given at the instance of the great leader, late Kamaraj.
This must be noted here. So, this was there not because of anybody else, not because
of any agitation, not because of anything ¢lse; it was because of the late Kamaraj;
he was a towering leader. He stood like a mountain. He stood like a rock. He
stood like the Himalayas. He made the then Prime Minister give this assurance.
Till today, this assurance has been in force. Congress people, the Congress Prime
Ministers, Congress leaders have always been safeguarding the sentiments and the
rights of the people in the whole of India; they have always been safeguarding the
regional languages, whether it is Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Odiya, or, whether it
is Hindi, Bengali or any other language. The spirit of the nation, the spirit of India,
has been kept intact by Congress leaders, like Kamarajji.
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Sir, I want to say something. If Mr. Siva does not agree with me, he must
bear with me. This is what I am requesting Mr. Siva. He is my brother. He is

my lovely brother. I love him like anything. He is very humble. He is very unassuming.
AN HON. MEMBER: You love all.

SHRI P. KANNAN: Yes, I love all, especially Siva. How could I leave Siva?

I call him Sivaji. So, Mr. Siva, you must tell me one¢ thing.

In Tamil Nadu, we had the anti-Hindi agitation. I do not want to go into the
details of it. Now, when people from south India come to Delhi, particularly from
Tamil Nadu, don’t they feel that they have missed something; don’t they feel that
they missed something in the post-Independence history?

SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI (Tamil Nadu): Ask the Finance Minister. He will be

able to tell you whether he has missed something or not.

SHRI P. KANNAN: Of course, I will ask him. Why should I spare the Finance

Minister, or, any Minister for that matter?
SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI: No, you don’t have to...
SHRI P. KANNAN: Sorry, Madam. I was talking, generally.
SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI: We are very proud of the Finance Minister.

SHRI P. KANNAN: You must be. I am thankful to you. You started the argument,
and you have ended the argument. Thank you very much. I didn’t bring the Finance
Minister into the picture. Thank you, Madam.

Now, what I am saying is this. I am saying this very honestly. I don’t want
to be a hypocrite. But I really feel that you have spoiled a generation — it is
not that we should have imposed Hindi — but, in the sense, how many people are
now trying to learn Hindi. I know how many MPs coming from Tamil Nadu,

irrespective of which political party they may belong to...

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: But, that is an indirect way of imposing it. If you don’t
learn a second language, you are compelled to learn it. We don’t learn English language,

which, as you said, is the link language, an associate language which helps us to
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communicate amongst people who are in various southern States. Our mother-tongues
will be different. I may be a Tamilian, he may be a Malayalee; the third one may
be a Telugu-speaking person; another one may be a Marathi-speaking people. So,
we have the English language as the link between us. ...(Inferruptions)... It is an

indirect imposition on the people of south India.
SHRI P. KANNAN: We never imposed anything,

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): One
minute, please. The time-limit allotted for this discussion is over. But, still, the subject
has its importance. Therefore, we will continue the debate till we come to the end.

Another thing, please try to address the Chair. You reply when your turn comes.
SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: All right, Sir.
SHRI P. KANNAN: Let me speak now, Sir. It is a very sensitive matter.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Please

conclude now.
SHRI P. KANNAN: I will try to conclude, Sir. My attention had been diverted.

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI SUSHILKUMAR SHINDE): When
will be the reply? In the next week?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): In the next
sitting.

SHRI P. KANNAN: What I would like to tell you is this. Now, Mr. Singh
had said something. I went to him and I understood the point he was making. In
Europe, they have three languages. The mother-tongue is already there. Then, you
can chose any other language. Then, English is there. He mentioned China. He
mentioned various other countriecs. What for is a language? It is for communication.
I know, we—Bengalis, Tamilian and others—have got emotional attachment to our
languages. Apart from that, we want to communicate with our people. It is not that
I communicate only within Tamil Nadu and that I would not move out of Tamil
Nadu. We can’t say that. Unfortunately, English is not widely known in India. If
it were so, well and good. I don’t want to kill any language on this carth, particularly
of this country. We don’t want to kill. What Mr. Yadav said is true. Some people,
in their politics, in their various fields, think that if they know English, they would
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feel very good and proud. They think they are great and superior to others because
others do not know English and that they know only Hindi, Bengali, Telugu or Tamil.
So, one thinks himself to be superior and a great scholar. He holds his head high
and does not look down. That sort of hypocritical attitude is there in many learned
people; I don’t want to spare anybody. It is the inferior quality, slavery quality of
the erstwhile British people who left it upon us; and many Indians never felt high
of themselves for the sake of English. But, we have inherited this slavery mentality
from the British. “I know English, I am great.” That is why I support Mr. Yadav.
He said it so well. All Indians should know this fact.

Sir, T would like to read a fine poem before I conclude.
SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: I can understand that he is anti-English.

SHRI P. KANNAN: No, I am not anti-English. I said that I am not against
any language. But, you can’t say that just because you know English you are superior
to somebody eclse. That should not be the attitude.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: But, he is speaking in English rather than Tamil.

SHRI P. KANNAN: Because I know English. I do not speak in Tamil because

I want my brothers to understand me.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Simultancous interpretation service is available.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI P. KANNAN: Madam Kanimozhi, that is why I am saying that I want
to communicate directly. I do not want to pretend. I can speak Tamil at least of

your level, if not more. ...(Interruptions)...

I want to communicate to my people wholeheartedly. English is the only instrument
through which I can do that here. If I knew Hindi, I would have spoken only in
Hindi. T don’t feel ashamed of it.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: You are deserting your mother tongue.

SHRI P. KANNAN: You may think so. I am sorry to say that. After Mr. Siva
saying so, I would like to say that, I think, I am the only Member who signs
only in Tamil on the Attendance Register. You can verify it from the Attendance



Private Members’ [8 MAR., 2013] Bills 387

Register. 1 sign as ‘Pa Kannan’ only in Tamil. I donot sign in English. I never
signed in English or in any other language. I sign in my mother tongue because
I have sclf-esteem. Yet, I do not disrespect anybody. Moreover, when I took oath,
it was in Tamil. For the sake and for the information of Mr. Siva I say that I
took oath in Tamil because I was clected from a Tamil-speaking arca. When 1 came
to this Parliament, this House, this Rajya Sabha, I took the oath of affirmation only
in Tamil, not in English. So, my English-speaking is not my grandeur. I do not
think myself to be great when I speak in English. I think, it is the only instrument
I have got, unfortunately.

Sir, I am going to conclude my speech. In a nutshell, I would say that every
language—Tamil, Malayalam, or any language—should be respected and given the
due place. Because, the regional people would understand the happenings only in
their own language. For which, I request the hon. Home Minister to do his best.
Sir, before concluding, let me finish with a very good poem. That poem says, Sir;

— which I have just translated in a hurry,...

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I want to know whether
Mr. Kannan is supporting this Bill or not.

SHRI P. KANNAN: Sivaji, I will come to that, don’t worry. I will not be
in-between you and somebody else. I stand in a position. I take a firm stand. We,
the Congress people, always take firm stand. We do not have any jittery. We are

certain. We will take a very firm stand. I will come to you.

Sir, with a poem, I conclude my speech. The poem is in Tamil. I tried to translate
it. It says that when the wind blows in a forest of bamboos, it goes through the
holes of the bamboos. Each bamboo gives a fine music. When the same wind enters
a particular bamboo, it gives a very fantastic music. In another bamboo, it gives
anexcellent, unique music. So, the only thing is wind. Man’s mouth makes some
kind of wind. The language comes; that is the language. So, all the languages are
beautiful; they are wonderful; they are lovable. They are all to be embraced. See,
we don’t have any hesitation in saying that we do not oppose any language. We
embrace the whole universe, the whole country. So, I respect my mother tongue.
Because 1 respect the Hindi-speaking people, I respect Hindi. Without respecting Hindi,
I cannot respect Tamil. If T say so, it is a blunt lie. It is a shame. It is a shame

on the part of the human being, not as an Indian. If I hate Hindi, I can’t love
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Tamil. If anybody says so, he is a pretender. He is duping himself, duping the country
and duping the society. So, I support the Bill brought by my valued friend, Shri
Siva. Shri Siva is a thinker, I believe, above politics. Above politics, he is an
intellectual, I believe. So, I share his sentiments, I share his views, I share the
views of the rest of the Members, particularly Shri Singh, who spoke very well.
Shri Yadav spoke very nicely. Mr. Siva, needless to say, is an orator. He is the
number one orator in the DMK from Rajya Sabha. He is an excellent orator.
...(Interruptions)... His campaign is going on. He has to go back. Sir, I love all
the languages. So, I request the hon. Home Minister to consider the maximum utility
of the regional languages, i.c., my language — Tamil; your language — Telugu;
vour language — Hindi; your language — Marathi; your language — Odiya. Be
it any language.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Okay, thank

you very much.

SHRI P. KANNAN: Come on, let us flourish the garden of languages. Let us
enter into the fragrance of the garden of all languages. Thank you very much, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Now,
Shrimati Kanimozhi.

SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI: *(Hon. Member may please fill in Tamil)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): The

translation is not coming.

SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI: Sir, that is the problem here. That is exactly what

we are trying to address. I cannot speak here in my language.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): You have

to intimate half-an-hour before.

SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI: Yes, Sir, if I want to speak in this House in my
language, I have to notify people, I have to get permission. I have to do a lot
of pre-requisites before 1 start speaking in my language, about my problems, about

what I believe, in this House. This is exactly what we are trying to bring to the

*The Honourable Member did not provide the English translation of the text.
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notice of all our friends here. I would like to see a day where we do not have
to go through all this.

I can just get up and speak in my language. Let us speak in Hindi, let us
speak in Hindi or any other language, I would just like to rise and start speaking
in my mother-tongue, about my issues. I can be very sure that every Member here
will be able to understand what I speak because there are simultancous translations
in all Official Languages, all the languages which are in the Eighth Schedule. This
is exactly what our request is. We cannot understand cach other. It is a problem.
We cannot understand each other here because there is no translation because a

language... (Interruptions)...

SHRI P. KANNAN: Please don’t take umbrage to what I said. ...(Interruptions)..
I am sorty I could not hear you. ...(Interruptions)... 1 went out to take water.
...(Interruptions)... Don’t take it otherwise. ...(Interruptions)... 1 am sorry. ...(Inter-

ruptions)...

SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI: No, no. ...(nterruptions)... 1 don’t think my party
is running this House. ...(Inferruptions)... Members spoke here with passion about
their mother-tongue, about their problems they have to face, and getting a certificate
in their language has led to so many complications in their lives. Sir, somebody
here actually insulted us, insulted a movement, insulted a history by saying that it
is all a political gimmick. We are trying to cater to the masses. I do not support
killing people themselves. But so many youngsters, so many people in the anti-Hindi
agitation did it. When I am talking of about anti-Hindi agitation, I would really
like to make one thing clear that it is not against any language, it is not against
Hindi as a language, but it is against imposing a language on a region, on a State.
There is a difference between opposing a language and imposing a language on
us. The anti-Hindi agitation was all about imposing Hindi on us when we did not
want it. That is what I would like to make very clear here. That agitation was
not a political gimmick. People were injured, thousands and thousands went to jail,
people died, they killed themselves. Can that be called a political gimmick? Can
they be insulted? They were ending their lives for what they believed in. What happens
to their families they do not care about that. You can call it as an emotional decision
but they wanted to protect their language, their identity, their culture. You cannot

insult that. I would like to quote an example. My father, Dr. Kalaignar, our leader,
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got into the anti-Hindi protest when he was at the age of 14. He was not a politician
then. He was a mere school student. I do not think he knew that there is a political
future for him and he might become the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu or he would
find space in national politics. No. He is not a person who believes in astrology
or some predictions and had thought of all that. He was just a mere student. You
cannot insult all those leaders. There were leaders before him, there were leaders
after him. He was a student who got into this agitation. He got into it only to
protect our identity and what they believed in. We cannot be insulted, we cannot
be called as imposters, we cannot be called as people who are doing things like
this for political gimmicks. It is not. This is what we feel. People are saying that
majority speaks Hindi but a minority opposes it. It does not oppose a language.
We are okay with Tamil, we arec okay with Malayalam, we are fine with Hindi,
we are fine with Bhojpuri, we are fine with Rajasthani, every language spoken in
this country, in this world, we are prepared to embrace it. But here when we spoke,
he said, “Don’t you feel that you have lost something because you have not learnt
Hindi?” 1 have no learnt Hindi, Mr. Siva has not learnt Hindi and there are so
many other colleagues here who have not learnt Hindi, and, that is why I have
to bring in the Finance Minister. He says, “Haven’t you lost?”. If a person can
become the Finance Minister of this country without knowing Hindi or without speaking

Hindi, what has he lost?...(Interruptions)...
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SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI: Sorry, I did not understand. ...({Inferruptions)...
SHRI P. KANNAN: Sir, the great leader, Shri Kamaraj, did not know Hindi.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI: Yes. I agree with him. I also know the history of

Mr. Kamaraj.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Both of

you are saying the same thing.

SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI: The great leader, Shri Kamaraj, comes from Tamil
Nadu. I also know his history. He did not speak English. He did not speak Hindi.
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Where is the compulsion that all of us have to learn Hindi to feel a part of India?
If you do not speak Hindi, you do not belong to India! ...(Interruptions)... No, 1
did not say that. I am just raising a general question. ...(Interruptions)... 1 don’t
think that I have lost anything because I do not know one language. I do not know
so many languages of this country. I do not know so many languages that are spoken
around this world. T know just two languages. Does it mean that I have lost anything?
Of course, I might have lost out, but it does not mean that I have lost out just
because I don’t know one language. Am I not an Indian? Are these people, who
arec here, not Indians just because they do not know Hindi? Is that the only link
between us? Just because majority speaks a language, you cannot impose it on
minorities. You cannot force us to learn a language just because you think that that
is the only unifying factor. There is so much more in India, there is so much more
in our culture, there is so much more in our value system and beliefs that unite
us, more than just a language. And, I would like to say on behalf of my party,
if any language is going to be imposed on us, in Tamil Nadu, we will resist, we

will continue to resist and it will never happen in Tamil Nadu. Thank you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Mr. A.V.
Swamy. ...(Interruptions)... Let the time allotted for Private Members’ Business be

finished. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI A.'V. SWAMY (Odisha): Sir, I thank hon. Member, Shri Tiruchi Siva, for
having raised an issue which is of such an interest for the unification of the country,
at a time when we are forgetting its importance. Therefore, 1 offer to see what

a language has to do with our unification and with enhancement of our value system.

Sir, I had the opportunity of being in Calcutta, when East Pakistan, now Bangladesh
revolted against Yahya Khan. I was working in Calcutta at that point of time. Therefore,
I knew the entire Bangladesh and also Bengal from close quarter. They had tolerated
the neglect and all the atrocitics committed by Pakistan for years together, but when
they tried to undermine their language, the entire nation woke up. I was a part
of that movement. I had been sending blood for wounded freedom fighters from
Calcutta. I knew what it meant for them. It was not that they were merely fighting
for Bangladesh. Probably, many people do not understand that aspect. It is not that
only the Muslims in Bangladesh wanted to rise against Yahya Khan who imposed
Urdu on Bengali speaking people. I remember one of the songs that they composed
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at that time. That was not only for unification or a movement against Yahya Khan.
They composed a song. That song will be of importance for some of us. I enumerate

some of those lines.

“Suno ekti mujiburer theke, lakho mujiburer
kantho swarer, dhwani, prathidhwani
akashe bathase uthe roni;
....Bangladesh, amar Bangladesh
Biswakabir Sunar Bangla,
Nazuruler Bangladesh,
Jeebananander Rupasi Bangla
Ruper jeTar Nahikosesh...
Bangladesh, Amar Bangladesh...”

Those are the values they stood for. Among the heroes enlogised in the song

are, one is Hindu, one is Muslim and the other is poet.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Mr. Swamy,

one minute please. Would you like to continue?
SHRI AV. SWAMY: Yes, Sir, I would like to continue.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): 1 would
like to get the sense of the House whether we can continue this in the next sitting

of the Private Members’ Business.

SHRIMATI MAYA SINGH (Madhya Pradesh): Yes, Sir. We can continue this

in the next sitting.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Okay. Mr.
Swamy, you will continue in the next sitting of this particular Bill. This Bill will
be taken up on the next scheduled date.

Now, I will take up the Special Mentions.



