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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri P. Kannan, not present; Shri Y.S. Chowdary,

not present.

Demand to impose import duty on the import of palm oil to protect

the palm oil producers in andhra pradesh

SHRI PALVAI GOVARDHAN REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, Andhra Pradesh
is the leader in cultivation of oil palm with 1.3 lakh hectares’ plantation out of
the country’s plantation of 2.10 lakh hectares. It all happened due to encouragement
given by the Government of India through Technology Mission on Oilseeds and Pulses.

Initially, oil palm farmers have been getting better remunerative prices.

Indonesia and Malaysia are leading producers of palm oil in the world. Last
year, there was a bumper crop in these countries. Due to this, to increase exports,
Malaysia took a decision that if per tonne raw palm oil cost comes down to 2250
Ringgits, export duty would become zero. And, last month, price has come down
to 2147 Ringgits and Malaysia brought down export duty to zero. Looking at this,
Indonesia has also brought down export duty to 8 per cent. Due to this, global
palm oil prices have fallen drastically. This has resulted in large scale import of
palm oil into the country resulting in drastic fall in palm oil price, thereby affecting
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the oil palm farmers. It is all happening due to reduction in the duty from 80 per
cent in 2005 to zero per cent now. The total import of edible oils during 2011-

12 has already reached 8.5 million tonnes.

Now, palm oil mills are purchasing one tonne Fresh Fruit Bunches for Rs.5,730.
In May, it was Rs.7,800. The CACP recommended for giving Rs.8,500, but it has
not been implemented. So, if free imports are allowed, oil palm farmers will be
ruined. Hence, I request the Government of India to intervene in this immediately
and impose import duty on palm oil and ensure implementation of CACP

recommendation.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I associate myself
with the Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU: I associate myself with the Special
Mention made by Shri Palvai Govardhan Reddy.

Demand to withdraw the provision of making English Language a

mandatory paper in Civil Services Examination held by UPSC
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