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Handloom industries on the verge of closure

4631. SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU: Will the Minister of TEXTILES be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the handloom industrics are on the verge of closure in the

country;
(by if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefore;
(¢) the steps taken by Government in this regard; and

(d) the details of the financial assistance and raw material proposed to be
provided to the workers of this industry?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF TEXTILES
(SHRIMATT PANABAKA LAKSHMI): (a) to (d) No, Sir. However, there has been
reduction over the years in number of handlooms. As per handloom census of
1995-96, the total number of looms were 34.87 lakh whereas, during 2009-10, their
numbers were reduced to 23.77 lakh. This is primarily due to the reason that
handloom sector as a whole is facing many constraints/challenges throughout the
country such as low productivity, stiff competition from powerloom and mill sector,
inadequate inputs supply and marketing facilities/channels as well as insufficient
credit flow from institutional sources.

For the overall development of handloom sector and handloom weavers
including employment generation, the Government of India has taken various policy
initiatives and schemes interventions like cluster approach, technological up-
eradation, marketing promotion, revival of viable and potentially viable societies
through loan waiver and recapitalization assistance, availability of subsidized yarn
and credit, besides, providing health and life insurance cover to the handloom
weavers. The financial assistance towards various inputs is available under the

following handloom scheme:
i) Integrated Handlooms Development Scheme.
(i) Marketing and Export Promotion Scheme.
(i) Handloom Weaver's Comprehensive Welfare Scheme.
(iv) Diversified Handlooms Development Scheme.

(v) Mill Gate Price Scheme.



Written Answers to [8 May, 2013] Unstarred Questions 253

(vi) Revival, Reform and Restructuring package as well as Comprehensive

Package for handloom sector.

With regard to supply raw material to the handloom weavers the Government
of India is implementing Mill Gate Price Scheme. This scheme makes available all
types of yarn at Mill Gate Price to the eligible handloom agencies to facilitate
regular supply of basic raw material to the handloom weavers. The transport and
depot operating expenses are being borne by the Government of India. Recently,
from January, 2012 onward one more component of 10% subsidy has been included
in the scheme under which a weaver entitled for 30 kg cotton yam below 40 count
or 10 kg about 40 count upto 80 counts, 4 kg of silk per loom per month. The
scheme is available for cooperative societies, handloom corporations, self-help
groups, joint liability group and NGO covered under CAPART norms. In the
Twelfth Five Year Plan the wool and jute is also proposed to be included in the
10% subsidy component and the quantity of cotton yarn to increase from 30 to 80

kg for 6 to 10 counts.
Awareness among mothers about nutrition

4632. SHRI VIJAY JAWAHARLAL DARDA: Will the Minister of WOMEN
AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether awareness about "nutrition” amongst mothers is being created
as 92 per cent of mothers have never heard the word Malnutrition through
launching special campaigns in 112 focus districts in six States of Bihar, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh covered by the survey
conducted by Citizens Alliance Against Malnutrition in January, 2012;

(b) whether any shortcomings have been brought to the notice of
Government in the implementation of schemes like Integrated Child Development

Scheme, as the programme reach out to millions of underprivileged children; and

(¢) how much funds were allocated and actually spent on the above
scheme during 2009-10 and 2010-11, and 2011-127

THE MINISER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND CHILD
DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMATI KRISHNA TIRATH): (a) In pursuance of one of the
key decisions of the Prime Minister's National Council on India's Nutrition Challenges
held on 24/11/2010, a Nationwide Information Education and Communication Campaign
(IEC) against malnutrition have been launched on 19th November, 2012. The IEC



