114 Wrirten Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Support price to farmers

12053. DR. BHUSHAN LAL JANGDE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:
(a) the list of price hike for chemical fertilizers during the last five years;

(bhy  whether farmers are not getting remunerative price of their produce
owing to price hike of manure, fertilizers and pesticides due to which they are

indebted and forced to commit suicide; and

(c) the reasons for not giving support price of crops to farmers according
to cost incurred by them in case Government is unable to control price hike in

chemicals and fertilizers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
{SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) The annual average of the Index Number of
Wholesale Prices (Base 2004-05=100) for fertilizers, for the agriculture years (July to
June) from 2007-08 to 2011-12 and for 2012-13 (July to January) are given as under:

200708 200800 2000-10 2010-11 2011-12  2012-13
{upto
Jan 2013)
Fertilizers 106.6 106.9 1100 119.2 1372 1506

(b) and (¢) The effect of rising input cost of cultivation is balanced by way
of Minimum Support Price (MSP) that help the farmers to receive adequate returns
on their investment. Central Government agencies and State level bodies through
their procurement operations in the market help the farmers sell their produce at
MSP especially when market prices rule below MSP for that commodity.
Government also promotes various technologies and agronomic practices like
Integrated Pest Management, Integrated nutrient Management, Mechanization, water
conservation ete. to improve agricultural production and productivity and thereby
bring down the cost of production. Moreover, Government also improves the
economic viability of farming through assistance to farmers under several
programmes such as National Horticulture Mission, National Food Security Mission
and Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



