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3 Quality Assurance, Codex 2540 - 3.00 -
Standard, R&D and other

Promotional activities

4 Human Resource 2589 3.85 1016 -
Development
5. National Mission 693.00 531.75 795.00 198.00

on Food Processing

Making food processing sector more farmer friendly

6. DR. PRABHAKAR KORE: Will the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has felt for the need to focus attention on the
Research and Development of Food Processing Wing to make farmers earn more

benefits;
{by if so, the response of Government in this regard;

{¢) whether Government has any proposal to make food processing sector

more farmer friendly,
{d) if so, the details thereof; and
{e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. The
Government has a focused approach towards R&D in the processed food sector to
reduce wastage and spoilage of food and food products, develop technologies and
methods for preservation of food products, their processing and value addition,
improved packaging, storage and distribution. While the end product/ outcome/
finding of R&D work would benefit all stakeholders including farmers, industry,
consumers, academic and research institutions and regulatory bodies, the R&D
projects assisted by the Government are also aimed at enabling the scientific
community to understand and work with the issues n the food science area with a
view to evolving technological solutions and new products and processes. This in
turn is expected to give momentum to adopt better and improved agri-farm
practices and result in increase in the farm productivity thereby leading to

enhancement of farmers' income and generation of employment opportunities.
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(c) to (e) The Government through its various Plan Schemes and initiatives
aims at development of a strong and dynamic food processing sector which plays
a vital role in diversification and commercialization of agriculture, enhancement of
shelf life, value addition to agricultural produce, emplovment generation and
enhancement of income of farmers besides creating markets for export of agro
foods.

Incentives for FPIs in backward States

67 SHRI N.K. SINGH: Will the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

() whether Government plans any special proposals to encourage Food
Processing Industries (FPIs) in States which do not have adequate mineral

resources;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether there are any proposals to incentivize FPIs in backward States
like Bihar; and

() 1if so , the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(¢) and (d) For promotion of setting up of Food Processing Industries in the
country including Bihar, Ministry of Food Processing Industries has launched a
Centrally Sponsored Scheme, National Mission on Food Processing (NMFP).

Under the Mission, financial assistance is provided for setting up/ moderni-
zation/technology up-gradation of food processing Industries (@ 25 % of the cost
of plant and machinery and technical civil works subject to a maximum of
Rs. 5000 lakhs in general areas or 33.33% subject to maximum of Rs. 75.00 lakhs in
difficult areas such as North-Eastern States, hilly States like Uttarakhand/ Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, and ITDP areas in the country Apart from this,
financial assistance under the Mission is also provided for Cold Chain for non-
horticultural products, Human Resource Development, Promotional Activities. The

NMFP is being implemented by the States/UT Governments.



