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Storage of cereals in the open

2974. SHRINANDI YELLATAH : Wall the Mimister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a)  whether recently the Allahabad High Court on 27th June, 2012 directed
the Food Corporation of India to cut salaries and take disciplinary actions against
officials responsible for damage to foodgrains and directed that Government procured

cereals should not be kept in the open to rot, as it is an offence under the Indian Penal
Code;

(b) ifso, the details of action taken and the number of officials prosecuted, so

far, State-wise; and

(c) the details of action proposed to be undertaken at the national 1evel to put

an end to such irregulanties 1n respect of foodgrains on a permanent basis?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K. V. THOMAS) : (a) and (b} Hon’ble
High Court of Allahabad has passed an order on 27.6.2012 giving directions to State
Government Departments of Uttar Pradesh for proper storage, regular monitoring and
surveillance to avoid damage to foodgrains during storage and action be taken against
officials if found neghgent. Honble High Court has inter-alia directed that no foodgrains
shall be keptin open space and it shall be stored on a higher platform to avoid water
logging. No specific directionwas given to Food Corporation of India (FCI) for imtiating

action against officials.

However, disciplinary action is taken against the FCI officials wherever they are
found responsible for damage of foodgrains due to down-gradation of stored grains,
damage during transit etc. Disciplinary action inttiated for damage of foodgrains due

to various reasons during last three years, is as under:—

Year No. of officials
2010-11 20
2011-12 39
2012-13 15

ToraL 94




Written Answers Lo [22 APRIL, 2013] Unstarred Questions 9

(c) Imstructions issued to State Governments and FCI for safe and scientific
storage of foodgrains in covered storage and Cover & Plinth (CAP) storage to avoid

damage during storage are given in Statement (See below).

To augment covered storage capacity “Pnivate Entrepreneur Guarantee (PEG)
Scheme” has been implemented for construction of storage godowns through Private
Entrepreneur, Central Warehousing Corporation (CWC) and State Warehousing
Corporations (SWCs) and additional capacity of about 197 lakh tonnes including
20 lakh tonnes in silos under the Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode has been
approved till 28.2.2013 for construction of godowns in 19 States, out of which a capacity
of about 141 lakh tonnes has been sanctioned for construction and about 70 lakh tonnes
has been constructed till 31.3.2013. The FCI guarantees to lhire godowns constructed
under this scheme for a peniod of ten years, thereby ensuring a fair return on the

investment of the investors.
Statement

Instructions issued to State Governments and FCI to avoid damage of foodgrains

during storage

The following precautionary and remedial steps are mandated to be followed by
F.C1. and State Government agencies to check damages to central pool stocks of

foodgrains:
(i) All godowns are to be constructed as per specifications.

(i) Foodgrains are to be stored by adopting proper scientific code of storage

practices.

(i) Adequate dunnage matenals such as wooden crates, bamboo mats,
polythene sheets are to be used to check migration of moisture from the

floor.

(1v) Fumgation covers, nylon ropes, nets and insecticides for control of stored

grain insect pests are to be provided in all the godowns.

(v)  Prophylactic (spraying of insecticides) and curative treatments (fumigation)
are to be carmmed out regularly and imely in godowns for the control of

stored grain insect pests.

(vi) Effective rat control measures, both in covered godowns as well as in

CAP storage are to be used.

(vil) Foodgrainsin ‘Cover and Plinth’ (C AP) storage are to be stored on elevated

plinths and wooden crates are to be used as dunnage matenal. Stacks are
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to be properly covered with specifically fabricated low-density black

polythene water-proof covers and tied with nylon ropes/nets.

(vii1) Regular peniodic inspections of the stocks/godowns are to be undertaken

by qualified and trained staff including senior officers.

(ix) The principle of “Firstin First Out” (FIFO)is to be followed to the extent

possible so as to avoid longer storage of foodgrains in godowns.

(x)  Only coveredrail wagons are to be used for movement of foodgrains so as

to avoid damage duning transit.
Warehouses in Uttarakhand

12975. SHRI MAHENDRA SINGH MAHRA : Will the Minister of
CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a)  the distncts of Uttarakhand which have foodgrain warehousing facility

along with the location of such warchouses;

(b)  whether existing warchouses in the State are enough, keeping in view the

demand of foodgrains;

(c) 1 not, whether Government would consider to construct warchouses in
the areas of high altitudes; and

(d) if not, the way the Ministry is going to store foodgrains in high altitude

arcas?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS) : (a) to (d) A
Statement showing district-wise location and storage capacities available in Uttarakhand
Region is givenin Statement (See below).

Uttarakhand is a consuming state and as per the Private Entreprencurs Guarantee
(PEG) Scheme, for a consuming state, storage capacity for 4 months requirement of
foodgrains is required. As per the scheme guidelines, a capacity of 25,000 MTs has
been identified for creation in Uttarakhand.

Further, to meet the short-term storage requirements in areas including areas of
high altitude, General Managers (Region)/Executive Directors (Zone) of FCI have
delegated powers for hinng storage capacity from Central Warehousing Corporation,

State Warehousing Corporation, State Agencies and Pnivate Parties as per requirements.

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



