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SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka) : Sir, under
your Chairmanship we have created one more record.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA):  Shri
Vidya Sagar Rao to move the Passport (Entry into India) Amendment
Bill, 2000.

THE PASSPORT (ENTRY INTO INDIA) AMENDMENT BILL, 2000.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HOME
AFFAIRS (SHRI CHENNAMANENI VIDYA SAGAR RAO): Sir, | beg
to move:

"That the Bill further to amend the Passport (Entry into India)
Act, 1920, be taken into consideration.

Sir, the Indian Passport Act, 1920 provided two provisions,
one for entry of those who are coming from outside and another for the
exit of citizens from this country. This Passport Act was amended in
1967 and, at the same time, it was renamed as the Passport (Entry
into India) Act, 1920. In the Act of 1967, for those who contravene the
provisions a deterrent punishment was provided. But as far as the
entry of persons into this country is conerned, the penal provisions are
meagre. Therefore, it is felt that a deterrent punishment is necessary.
Therefore, three amendments are proposed. One is to enhance the
penalty stipulated in sub-section 3 of section 3 of the Passport (Entry
into India) Act, 1920, that is, to make it "punishable with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine which may
extend to fifty thousand rupees, or with both". The second is to
incorporate a new section, that is, section 3A, for doubling the penalty
in the case of second conviction under the Act.

The third amendment is a minor amendments to Section 4(2)
to draw reference to Section 57 of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973. In the old Code of Criminal Procedure, the section in regard to
arrest was mentioned in section 61. Now it is section 57. With these
words, | request the hon. Members to pass this Bill. Thank you.

The question was proposed.
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[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SURESH PACHOURYI) in the
chair]

SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA (Rajasthan): Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, in my opinion, passport is basically the most important
identification card. It is an identification card. Therefore, it is the right of
every citizen to get a passport. Passport should never be seized or
cancelled for any reason whatsoever. | would like to seek certain
clarifications from the hon. Minister. Once a passport is issued to a
person, what harm will he do? He cannot go out of the country till a
visa is given to him. Sir, every week, somebody or the other
telephones me and say's, "I am not getting my passport.” Sir, they
have to go to other countries for treatment. They have to go for
education. Some people have to go to other countries for business
purposes also. In these days of globalisation, businessmen, exporters,
importers, etc. need to go out of the country very frequently. Even the
employees cannot go out of the country because they do not have
passports. There is the Tatkaal Scheme. But this Tatkaal Scheme is
on paper only because they are not issuing passports within 24 hours.
They are charging Rs. 3,000/- for issuing a passport under this
scheme. This is nothing but blackmailing. Should we have this kind of
a situation in the country where a poor man cannot get a passport
because he cannot pay Rs. 3,000/-? So every citizen of the country
should be given a passport at the same price. Why should there be
two prices? Somebody gets a passport in 30 days because he pays a
certain amount. Somebody else gets it earlier then 30 days because
he pays more. | would request the hon. Minister to make some
amendments or issue some guidelines so that passports can be given
much faster to everybody. | know that police inquiry is required. Policy
inquiry can be conducted simultaneously. If there is something wrong,
you can find it out. Thousands and thousands of passports are being
issued. There are only a few instances where a passport has been
issued wrongly. You can always call back these persons. This is the
only point which | wanted to make very seriously. The other
amendments are not very important. They are administrative
amendments. | do agree that punishment for any misuse should be
much more deterrent. With these words, | support the Bill. Thank you.

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL (Uttar Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman, sir, |
think there is some confusion. As | can read from the speech of the
hon. Minister, we are discussing, the Passport (Entry into India)
Amendment Bill, 2000, not the Passport Act. These are two different
Acts. The title of the
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Act (Act 34 of 1920) is, "An Act to take power to require passports for
persons entering British India." The title of the Act is, the Passport
(Entry into India) Act, 1920 and we are amending this Act. As such
this Act is different from the Passport Act.

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA) in the
chair]

Now, why did the need arise? The need arose because of the
exodus taking place in the border districts of the country and because
people have been entering our country unauthorisedly in large
numbers. Besides, the people coming on valid passports are
overstaying indefinitely. In 1998 alone, the number of people who
overstayed was about 75,000, out of which about 40,000 were
Bangladeshis, over 10,000 were Pak nationals, about 7,000 were
Afghan nationals and 8,000 were others. Now, overstaying is in
defiance of country's visas that were granted to them, and this ought
to be made punishable. Apart from that, a large number of these
people, particularly, the Pak nationals have disappeared. For years
they have remained untraced. And, as the figure stands, in 1999, the
number of untraced Pak nationals was 25,000 and 433 nationals of
other countries have remained untraced. Now with the penalty being
very meagre, they easily defy the visa rules and they remain untraced.
Therefore, evidently, the punishment was not deterrent enough. In the
present environment, it has become a grave danger to national
security. Apart from the fact that these people are all shady people, -
otherwise, a bona fide visitor need not overstay or he need not
become untraced; if a bona fide applicant wants to apply for
extension, he can apply for the same and he will be granted extension
- by overstaying, they indulge in activities which are not bona fide, like
drug trafficking, smuggling and other trades in illicit arms. This has
become a major point of hazard for national security. It is in this sense
that the enhancement of punishment has been made necessary.
Therefore,! support this Bill. But before | take my seat, | would like to
point out two things. One is that | could not find the changed Act,
namely, the Passport (Entry into India) Act, in the Parliament library. |
believe it will be made available in our library. The second point is, the
Obijects of this Bill state that it brings it at par with the 1967 Act which
provides for punishment. But | am' afraid that it does not bring it at par
because it is slightly less than what has been provided in the Passport
Act of 1967. Section 12 (2) (i) of the Act of 1967 provides: "Whoever,
not being a citizen of India, (a) makes an application for a passport or
obtains a passport by suppressing the
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information about his nationality and (b) holds an old passport or any
travel document, shall be punishable within three months for a term
which shall not be less than one year - | mark the words 'shall not be
less than one year' - or which may extend to five years, and a fine
which, again, shall not be less than Rs. 10,000 but which may extend
to Rs.50,000." Now if it was brought at par with this, then the minimum
punishment of imprisonment/fine prescribed in the Act would have
been incorporated in the Bill. So | would plead that either the Object of
the Bill should be changed or, at least, it should not read that it has
come at par with the Passport Act, that relates to the grant of
passports. What we are talking about here is entry into India. In fact,
the Passport (Entry into India) Act must have the minimum punishment
of imprisonment/fine. Thank you, Sir

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu) : Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, here, in India, we do not have any citizenship card
which many other countries have. If we had citizenship cards, this
menace of illegal immigration could have been checked in time. Some
four or five days ago, there was a news item in the press that a person
who had indulged in smuggling in another country, after being proved
guilty, was beheaded. It was a box-item in the newspapers. | don't
want to name that country. That doesn't mean that the same course
should be followed here, the other countries are actually considering
the smuggling of arms, ammunition and narcotics as a very serious
offence, the amendment that you have brought in here in clause 2 is "
... punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to five
years, or with fine which may extend to fifty thousand rupees, or
both..." here, the word 'or' is essential. That means, a person can be
convicted with a fine of only Rs. 50,000. But according to the Narcotics
Act, a person can be convicted in a court of law with imprisonment for
five years and above and his property can also be confiscated, which
means, the proceeds realised through this criminal act as well as the
property can be confiscated under the narcotics Act. But according to
the legislation that we are going to enact, that we are going to enact,
that is, the passport (Entry into India) Amendment Bill, 2000, the only
penalty is a fine of Rs. 50,000. A person may smuggle into India
narcotics worth six crores or ten crores of rupees or even six lakhs or
five and a half lakhs of rupees, and the judge may feel that a fine of
Rs. 50,000 is enough, But, under the Narcotics Act, if the same person
is accused of the offence and convicted, his property can also be
confiscated. Therefore, | feel, in one sense, the proposed amendment
is in conflict with the narcotics Act. |
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request the Government to look into this matter. If a person smuggles
narcotics, he should be charged under the Prevention of narcotics Act
and not under this present Bill. If a person is arrested and charged
under the proposed Bill, he will get less punishment and, thereby, it
will become some sort of an incentive to indulge in smuggling again
and again. Therefore, the Government should look into it again; if, for
the same offence, there is more punishment under the other Act, then
that Act should be applied. That will be better. Therefore, | feel, it
should be amended in such a way; and till it is amended so, | feel, it is
not a comprehensive one. In spite of this, | do feel that the spirit
behind this Bill is a welcome one. So, | support this Bill.

SHRI LACHHMAN SINGH (Haryana) : Sir, the objection made
by Shri Singhal is absolutely incorrect. It is written in the Statement of
Objects and Reasons; the entire gamut of the passport can be
discussed; there is no rule for that.

F T IR 5T vzl s 8199 & Aifed # U 91q o o f Rrat &
g U d95 & A 9gd g1 g, ffEmiem fear srar & i Heft 2
R &, TRHATHT & A dTef &, 3R Sdh! UTuIe a1fgy af Soi-ef rure
AT ITh] §2g Tl BRAT &1 T UTHUIC el G =t ITHUIC HER
& U1 981 A 98 B AR &1 4ol iR 981 9R-9R, B:-8: HE M Ul X&dl
219 32g T8 BId 21 319 81 UTIS $¢ HE I B U FeTol §18 © [ 3R S
HE H 2T MY A1 S 39 H a1 Sem

ATSH TIRHT A, H 3MMTDHT ARG HEA1 A8l § b &9 Y hRIs |
TG ATETE] T PR b &1 AP FAT fadeha &, WRA ARPR D FT fadahad
& URIIC 359G B H? Sl 912 8, WeR & S!S g1 g & arex|
RIT Tl H STHB] STABR W §U & IADI? AUD] FI1 faahd §, FI1 UTea¥ ©
ATIeh AMT? AR < ¥ el SN A1 et ST a8l faaer SITgem ae! an
T &7 9IRS T ST 2
AR, YT fiyeld 81 §9IRI aRdl ®UQ oW & S UR| $ I 99l ©, 31
TS1 B B 6 FABR &1 81 SV AT QH I 317 91 & T Dls
URATE T8l BRAT 1 37 U P 8 b U SIeR Ui Irauic < Gl gl Bl
w1 8 o i-Hl < < 1 3@ Feld AT T 8 Al 98 $F Wl BUY oIl & Vb
RIS R 3R g8 < <1 21 98 foRkg <l & b STavae f&m 31 3 U S
FT 997 72 81 T8 R heldl 81 el gel v Y & it argaed €
SH ARG fhad ft gUIE ST SR ST Fdd eIWhy are you

encouraging corruption in this Department? Try to remove that
corruption, I&i I8P U el 3 AT G- B
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Fahd &1 H 15 ATeT A ERATON ABR H X1 G| Y BRI 1 (0 AgPHH 4 e
B faT1 9 AR B 81 98 a1 i1 Brsedl U fa= a8 hold him
responsible for that. HR@ A1 T8 Hheldl & STl BIsel Sl gl 99 TTD!
IR-IR, B:-B: HEI b dla grUIc el df $REA T &l R T8 g7
B 2| T @RI < ST 8 9 §iR UruIE & Sff XS 81 37T SP! bR bl ?
fSsdr Ar8d 9o €1 ST Yoy RISMT gSIRI Aloiar Uod d Sk 81 ®s
fopfeaal # g9 Mol -0 91, IR-gIR 49 drer SHE TgeR SHieR gl
BUY AT Bl ol &1 ST Th S|

319 I8 BIYA o1 X8 & SR Bl ARGT SSH! 8N 9 H 1 b B
PIS ST I 3T T DTS Hal | B b ? RAT BT 81 ¥8T =72 b= I
BT e WY BY X 7, IR Y 3t §1 Rt ol 3R gaTs STeTet | Ry fau
ST €1 319 Yeh & b 80 ATeT P d1a I 81 1920 BT UaT FHS PR Sff T8 8
1967 ¥ 37T AT| 3G FHY AT FHHT TR, T DIs HHAGNI @, I§ GaT
S| <ifeh 379 <27 b 3R il $U Bl 8T & SHB! AHITY| q18R 4 Al Al
3G A el ET &1 37 RIS I8T AR 7T & b FIATQeT & a8 371 Y
faeell & 3feR ®ad © fF 10,20 AT 50 BOIR TS 95 B MY IR B Db ?
Peet B H BT B FolT frelcl & T T deel $b T2 3FR 31T 5 AT 10 AT
BT B B & d1 RT IMYBT &ITA & b SIS SATTT? ST FHT T S
X TR XGATd & <97 P STh! SHST MY fob 39 39T JfpU| 519 deb A o
ST RIh 1 AT 31T 50 AT BT TT 20 AT B S DR QT Pl Bb+ dlell Tl

$9 9T P 3SR, I&i A1 FHad 99l & $B ¢ &1 Tel| A1 I 30 a1
P1 21 B U AGH! U Pl ISHM P Sl I8 8| H&dl & [ H 81 AR §
o] AR FER G919 &1 H B g9 BT gl AT § d1b! 9 919 &1 A9
UERAT B AR BIYA dacl QIfT| BTAT Bl RITeliithderd - S| I8
Al BT o ARNST 81 G & o FHarg SR & $O 8 & 211 311 Sl BT
TR € ITp] UfGyl 519 faraehd & i PRI thetd| 319 gTuIe 3 &R STy
3ITST HT UAheld & &1 el bl S 8 ST JATIDRT SRR TH 1 ST
I $B el S bR 1! 1 fadd 87 89 a1 319 U BRI 9 $UR ac
Y &1 T & Y 1 ST a7ed & S9! S | H 9T Al [uIe HRal g Sl
SIEEEINGE]

uferic o T8 21 39 I THI $ Tl IuHT SR T8
BB ST AT Al & [ T8 B ST b ITHUIE Y R BT ARIDb] Sich
B 31T IT 24 T & 3fER 39 HRaIG, SRIY A7 T 8, T HH B BT &
fop fo=11 StTell & 811 ARt d9N e Q1 S fde Wi s SRt ardi &l
Fe o5 9TE TR Rgzarfral &1 s wh &= a1 31t 10-10 g Buy 2 fe 318
BT &1 B 10-10, 15-15 TR BV DR B JIR I V| Bls ob T,
IS AR AT R BT &, 1 UoTd AR gRATON 4 &< & 7! et & o e |
19 BT G 8 K Bl TIRI 7 SHIA d9dx < 271 Tsat W 7= 7 44 +#f
AR Y 37 ITDT $ Felold
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PIFTY| I8 BT TIRE Al ATYHT T§1 A U1 81 SN Bles H SHDT DIs AAR
&1 BN Wies # 1 MS! B RAUTE! Al &, JAMT Al g8 BT 81 SR
SRS §31 © AU HIS! H, PIs YO dTell T8 Bl

a1 H 3T FET 375 BT b UIRAUIC $9Y BRA H A BT AR |

Make it very simple. Fix a time-frame also. If the passport is not issued
within 3-4 days, then that officer should be held responsible. He should
be responsible. Why are you creating corruption in that? Punish the top
people-from Secretary to down below. Otherwise, no development is
going to take place. You would simply go on passing legislations; so
many Governments have come and gone; so many Governments may
come; nothing would happen in this country. It would remain as poor as
it is now. Hence, | request the Minister to issue strict instructions to the
passport issuing officers to adhere to this. Sikhs should not be
discriminated against. Withdraw this order today itself. | would request
you to see to it that their application does not come to Delhi.

Why don't you treat them on par with other people? They are
more humble, simpler, most educated and most talented. There is a
need for them in foreign countries because there are no Granthis in
the Gurudwaras outside the country, say, in Canada, in America or in
England. They are needed over there. People can earn lakhs of
dollars there. They would bring the money to our country so that there
would be no bekari in our country. Kindly do it, please. It is the general
feeling of the Sikhs. | am upset about the present order. Why are they
being discriminated against? There is no such thing ag = ist people of
other religions; why only in the case of Sikhs? | do not want tc name
them. Only the Sikh Granthis are being discriminated against. Why is it
so? | would like to know whether the Minister knows this. | am sure, he
does not know this because it is done by the bureaucrats. The one
who is familiar with the Department would not allow people to avail of
any facility. | would like to know from the hon. Minister whether he
knows about this. | support the Bill, otherwise.

IuawTeas (s WA arTsifeEn): wiidaq St 9 B O f6 as fd
oo (TIYT).... A9 UIAUIC A1 B AR <<l 2 ofR g fafers) &1 €1 g7
e g?

it e g iies: 781, Ui $9Y BRAT YaAC ol SIS HIA B

B B

229



RAJYA SABHA [21 AUGUST, 2000]

Sgqurege (oft SN arrsifean): wr s A T e 22
it w0 ; 21, e A 7 S | ... (aaem)

oft srouq fE: I8 O fafrex 9ee o1 yar g1 @nfeul....(aaem ). .
Y 377 UTH B UFSTT IS &....(FaHH)...

Suauregs (A 9O arreifedn: 9 fffRer Agd, TRieHd
hISt FAfeR 31 91 <1, (e )...

Y gera~ Rig @iferan: R Awr & 6! 2m Al et

gl
SUHHTEIE: TS I ST 87
3} gt R Iqaferan: Taaea srha Al <<t 2

SuurEae: b 7, 89 fAfey ged 9d1 . (FayF)... 8
fafrRex a18d, Y yrIed Jrthay A Rex &Y gar IRTGL...(aem ). .
T faRar Sft, e urg g1 fiFe €

99 g =1 AR (FER): W), I8 IR 59g &) & BM 3
vgeHd A AR <w@dl 81 H A1 s9P! URe N1fthd TSIl § el
BT 1 819 AR BRAT 81 S Id 3N | 81 99 db Uaed b
ffered) araad 21 <t ®1 39 YR Ui o srhad fRAfed @ Ry arqaie
S F1 B Afhd g S © P Ui Bl $ HRA & foIg g9l ]
P H g7 STeT 81 T o) S b 3SR Sl fas=’g &=+ drel &l ¥, U 8RR
TSI YA I dTel AR E, § Al DI Al IRIUIC g1 STeal el S 81 gAY
9 H T TIP P AN B, SN fsd 3¢ d A1h) R &b fw 9 &, JeTR
P U a0 &, S9! TIUIE o7 & foT7 BR 9 978X 3R 918% I &R dé 9dh
M S &1 Uh-Tdh YRTUIC & oIy 6-6 RN, ATe-¥Tel ¥R Th STh! R
o vedl &1 59 41 & R a7 B P (77 goie g4 € 3iR voiRvai gidt
219 B9RI B9 o B Wl <59 W) YU < =1 il 81 § e SereNur aar
21 B9 U BRIT U8 BTS9 H IoTT T fb d¥Tel1 <21 o IR 37ra dlg fegaii
& A IR UIUIE IHR F-T AT AT A &, U bl M g X, A% DI A4
& X, IR BT 19 9 X 3R T BT 919 3 X1 J 914 < i e &
TS of foTU1 5970 U DI ¥t AT Tl o, Bis Rafesim 72 ot
forddl, ok faeeh & gfora wffeeR o1+t foran anft 9@ I aRi se #8872
< 7 & ofex TTuie o forg 3iR 9Tuic Qs e 81 191 ORI oie & o
fo1q1 A1 &8 Sl 3119 1A &1 X8 & U8 DI SIS H I8 Y|
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I8 BIYA BITST 4 I8 SIQ| 81 PR 31 el & a18, Th Siise Ashedd 7
fereetl & gfers o 1 forg) ford, ifeh orst dab 9 S @] 31e) H8l 8, I8
PR UIY & R 39 H UH BT 991 STdIedic | SHAY AT $7 B § oIl 5
EOIR, 50 BOIR & UMIHE BT UG $R 3B 8, I8 ol Bl H I8 ST
RITfh YRTAIS THR 3N & R H fSAT I IET 81 SH & 18 qrex H 9dhR a8
RIT BR IET &, I8 7 AT B Y1 &, T 89 B U1 &1 T8 39 <3 Pl SYRIF PR
R8T 21 ST 3T $HH acl X BRI Pl B A7 37 B 4 Sl gferd
S RITT, STARE RIS ST RITT $dicas 7, S & oV 319 7T $R B
g, 991 3 1 uferie faam ST R8T 87 31T H8d & 98 S9TelIe el 3 e AT
SN 3} ST 3R 3777 50 EIR $UY BT YA § <1 AR ofdd H 9o <41,
ST 31T & ©R BT TSIl AT BI S1aTed Pl PIC 8T 2, I P [og MY 7 FT
AT @1 87 § edl § $© Urag 81 ¥4 81 H 431 Sff A de1 aedr g &
31T 39 JHSHT H AT R & I2 & SR N F6 G IRIY, 4 BT Uhed &
forQ 1 T UTaeT IR SN A9 BT 9gd g1 JHATT g XeT 81 il 919 of
T € 3R 9159 & T Tiexorie foar o7 a7 v, faeeh srex sAR S 9
RIS SR Tl oI I8 & 3R dieX H SdhR AMS0THO0IS0 P oIy B - 32
g, 39 R H 319 7 A1 Wag {HA1 87 § FEar g $© A8 b g1 9 fHh
TRI9 3MEH BT BT I8 &1 S Bl YRIUIC T Hefdr ifdp gaamrn § Rare
gfear 981 81 R, Ri@l & IR # faedtr-faeetax dwar omar 8 6 9 fasdt svre
ST ST Ahd, I U Tl Bl G ITHARBI, HTST T8l ol HAbd SI8f S &
o BTH! ATell I Ao 81 TV &1 S g2t Bl e & foT 39 & ITaT-uRaTer
T T | 37 ¢ AN Bl ITAUIC Ta! a7 Sl & 99 a0 {6 g1 A
BT fFAeNE 7 811 91 IRT § 579 o1 R4l & fol $R 87 I8 R 81 ©
afe 59 <1 & forg Ryl 1 g4 aferem (a1 8189 & afes™ &1 TR 3R
39 BT QAT B T AT AR D Ul d¢, Td $ A1 RIER BT P
B 3R el AR 7 SUARIT STY| H3T SH, Sl 3119 B8 & 8, 59 9 <9 Pl
ST STET BT A8 T2 H A9 H IR YT Bl AT HRT M9 F R © [
AR dlg fegall &1 9 95 B & fog § 1 599 IR amil &1 W M
forar 8, 891 % IR H ua fohar SV| ¥R, § 7 UaRIeTdl (AR & T 53T il
ATEd DI Al foraT 8, 397 BT 1Y T U1 1 9ell & b 3 aIR S1eH! Bl € 8k
5 goie 7 391 @ 7eg @1, s o1t b g1 dIs RIS T8 fireft 21 Jarg 8
el

SHRI V.V. RAGHAVAN (Kerala): Sir, | support this Bill. |
would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister to a very genuine
complaint which we, the elected representatives, often receive. Sir,
when a person receives an intimation for taking up a job abroad, he
has to get a passport immediately. He has to get visa also. When the
Regional Passport Office is approached with that letter, there must be
some provision to give a
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passport to that person immediately. Sir, the delay takes place due to
police verification. The police verification is a must. But in these days
of IT revolution, what is the need for one month for doing police
verification? We have a network system working in all the police
stations everywhere in all the States. There must be some directive
from the hon. Minister that in such cases where a person appears with
certain documents for a job abroad, he should be given the passport
as soon as possible. This is the first problem we are faced with. | do
not know how many other MPs are faced with this problem. Normally,
when we give a letter to the Passport Officer that he is a genuine
citizen and that there is no criminal case against him, he should be
given the passport immediately.

Now, that is why it is taken away. So, you must find out some
provision. In genuine cases, certain provisions must be there for giving
passport immediately. Without a passport, a person cannot get the
visa also. So, when delay takes place, then the job opportunity is lost.
Think about it. Another point that | have to make is, so many fake
.passport agencies are there. Even in New Delhi, a large number of
fake passports have been detected; that too from persons connected
with the passport office. That is the only way to make fake passports.
Some serious steps must be taken to prevent such fake passports
from being used. Issue of a genuine passport is being delayed, but a
fake passport is easily got. That should be dealt with strongly. Thank
you.

SHRI N. THALAVAI SUNDARAM (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, | have a clarification to seek regarding this Bill. The
Passport (Entry into India) Amendment Bill, 2000 and the Indian
Passport Act are two separate acts. The entry into India and exit of
persons from India is governed by the Passport (Entry into India) Act,
1920. My learned friends have spoken about the inordinate delay
which occurs due to the police enquiry. Even though this Bill comes
under the Home Ministry, we find that the application is sent
immediately to the police officer. Inordinate delay occurs when there is
no cooperation between the police officers and the Regional Passport
Officers. Normally, there is an interaction between the police officers
and the passport officers. Till date, there is no circular, either from the
Regional Passport Office or the Home Minister. If the Home Minister
can give instructions to the police officers to expediate the verification,
it would be good. | have only one clarification to seek from the
Minister. | am supporting these three amendments. The clarification |
want to seek is; all
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the Members feel that the inordinate delay in the issue of passport is
only due to the police officers. Being the Home Minister, kindly tell
your officers or send a circular to your officers to cooperate with the
passport officers. Whenever any application is filed before the
passport office, it directly goes to the Superintendent of Police. This is
the normal procedure. My request is, once in every six months or once
every year, at least there must be an interaction between the
Superintendent of Police and the Regional Passport Officers. Then the
delay would be avoided. Secondly, if there is a delay of one or two
days, it will not reach the concerned Commissioner of Police or the
District Superintendent of Police. We have visited a lot of passport
offices. The same problem is there everywhere; Cochin, Trivandrum
and Chennai. Even though a letter is sent to the Superintendent of
Police or the Commissioner of Police, they never respond to the
Regional Passport Officers. | request the Home Minister to kindly send
a circular to all the police officers to interact with the Regional
Passport Officers once every six months or once every year. With
these words, | support the Bill. Thank you.

37} el 9 (WERTSS): SUAHIEIE 7B Iy, H dhadl 3-4 fdgali &l 3k
B H2A1 ST T &1 BT DT AT8cll g Ugell a1d €1 I8 & fop qreqaie et §
g5 faged Bl €, <X A el € iR 399 9gd WHy oIl 81 Ui 3%
DR DI Il FEART ST Dl TRIG ¥ 8, ORI MY SHH $B YR o b aR H§
AT b TR 37T ITAUIS 3T SR a8l Al b1 Y <RIy 1 ATIS 319 54
foren 5 © B & I H |ifrg|

319 TS 91 %2 & AR 5 ATel H PR I &1 -1 GeI1d I8 © b a1 &1
R SIMY| I < b A1 RGeTars B BI Sl A1 =l RET 8, ISP e H
R Y 31T a1 R Fehdl 8, I DI TS I NI $HH FUR T8l B
h oifeb ST b Y ST WY SR B By Wraer siforg| ARt &
3SR T4 BT AT ST & <A SHH DT -G3Td 3 HReb TSl ST & AR
S BTSRRI JATH¥ BT YIS & 8, 3R 3 Ael H Al 3779 I &1 4

PO A [hd o Al SR Q|

T q1cl H SR goT AT8dl §, WIS 31 S 4 8, 379 39 Teb Heh1el
Sifera 3= s fad 1w fear Passport (Entry into India)
Amendment Bill, 2000. FIGY, &4 31TST ¥a<i=IdT fiel Y 50 ATt 81 7Y 8, fhv
it 31} T IEY ¥ I T8 81 919 Ig VI 947 AT 1920 H, 79 I8 Sl o1 Rifh
fafeer @rT araIe <9 91 3@ 1 89 o URTGIE © IR &, YR WRGR IRUe §
B 8, 3afery arg &Y Entry into India w8 & RIT MaLIHBAT &, T8 AT
TS | TET JATATI 39 3 R

233



RAJYA SABHA [21 AUGUST, 2000]

T YHTeN STef| J31 & & b I8 Entry into India Tes FabTel <1 @l
gIATE|

3t gera= s Tg@rferan (SR U<w): AT SUGHIEe Heled,
TE HA1 St I81 99 €, § $79 3-4 91 4B ATE1 ¢ HEISY, 5 S DI Thd
3R sl Bl YR Y@ & g a8 dee fagyed aran o ¥e1 81 H U
TR 78l @1 IR 78 WAl S &1 &1 reBfia w1 Iredn § ok 98 J' © f6
TR T8 HATrd F e 3997 SifeqaR o) v 21 fadel 7 1984 ¥ & wR
JATORET P SRT G816 BRI - ey T A O Yl TR B, [T
i fore Gl e 21 $9b SR faawl § 997 §Y 14,000 R4 HRa &1 31
el | ARSI d Gl o BIcil T8 wifeht 1ot 1 9 frai Hioge 8
At ordlv TR &1 93 §U &, I feT § R & Sargwh <2 € ok Ried wree
ff I8f 93 €, &9 @ 39 Al 9 39 Riafrel 7 ferd w8 ol #9115 99 aa
9 forg ey foha g1 o1d 2191 |t g 81 718 21 78igy, 8% UeTTHAT MR
SITHR Bl & b Ry, T, & R AR & S Yol O3 31X,
3T el FAR 90 &, 39 Yol TN 12 T8 AT Hell| 39 ITh! Ped &l 5
el ST J SR AT 7Y Fai Dl A bR T8I 3 & AR b TRT G
2 fop wIRT VT &, 981 ST) 18T SR A48T 37 A1 9 Y[ eIl 72

e R 9 § HEAl drean g 6 dondn, R aen, @,
AT.AY.31ME., BN, 3rBIel G, SLUHA.&F., 3T S.UA.P, R.O1.SI, 39 gal
P 33 TH.UIST o 39! for@gax 9o § foh St 9T8” 3neHl 93 €, 1T 16 a)4 &
MY 8, PO YAl ITd! a1 | T T8 [BA1? I8/ $O e [Tl A a1 g1
il ST 81 AehdT 8 S8 fhl Te H31 &1 BI] STaT <1 81, 81 Adbdl &
& WR $ a8 ST PV B (AT Bl| I8 MY 37 T8l <ol AP HRAT HHT
qIG el A8 3R IRATH ATEd F AL STofrn o7l 98 al §31 8 iR s+
Rt BIeT STaTs 8 SHdT Sf$T 981 o <l S99 hedIy+ 9 <8l ol fagen #
A ST B....(aEm)...

st 5" BT e 9ied 91EY 3R SR 9 39 8189 § Tl ©
gafeTy ST A FHreTer fear Siv)

3t gotaw g wpEfern: vifsy, § 99 8 dan o TRl 7
e STefra 4 #30 SR qeg #3199 71 1§ qu1 anedn g fb S fae Rl
T AT AT AT B & TR SIRE F fofg a9t v #3 $ed € 6 g
SIS gl ITa! AR 350 oY, 379 497 B TS| Ik S 8] 81 98 $HE I8 © [b
B9 WRAIY 81 g A I ST APTell o1 dIael P Plel H, IFHRDT H HaR &,
AT 99 7Y & AR I G B 9 Y & AR AT el Tl &1 33 THUIST 7 FIgh
ford) wReg 1S FRars 7, e garar formg 381 ® 37! g § AR,
TR BIg HRATs T8l H Th AR TR a9 bl § 6 980 I IRIT 9 &
TR, S 7R, WRAR g & gHodlo,
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e § IR T & GHOW AT BB & $P! AT HIRA ST &I, ITdb! WY T8
G| IRER ST TS 9T IHST 87 MY 9 3T DI STekd I8+ o1 9Ted 6
T 95 991 < © TP 3R ANl BTl G5 BRIS AR o & AN dTex &,
ITPI AT Ief 3f1T ST 31 MU U 715 a1 IR & 2 b 3/ Sl A
SFEAT AT IR T BT fAIel IrAUICHRT ST BT ST AHR IFD! 14
& & afgR-3ie” TH0TH0UI0 & SHRIR H SR JarT 81T o # 31 T § 3fR
ST a<h T IS {5 H ST R@T §) Ul U 811 AT b 3R AR 9 Bl
fth 371 T81 8 3R IS 16 T TF & &1 92 § Al QWRU TR & B: FEH Bl
IS 7 Tl ST 2011 319 U1 &1 T 81 TRAT AT, AT ©: HE I I HH b
IR 15 f&7 HR €1 € 311R 1350 $UY B M&] 81 IR, U7d g ©: HEI $T G
a1 Sl IR el & Afth & I8t U1 ot MR 8 Fgi 379 1, 1 o i
ST ST 8, 31T S/ THOTH0UI0 o I&f U=l Al 1 a1 He faemdd o :
HEI BT Fea1 GHOTHOT0 &b UM B RET & TaIc e & (ofQl 59 1T Bl QAR
@iferg) 78 #it SfY, TIRUIC UR dgSordl 3Tl Bl 8 difd Jrqule H SHaT
I fE%¥ 81 T W1 W a<h 8127 o 17 A1 f$Wh 81 T <1 bR el &
o =ferg o1 Ui HEI @1 gEl 8l 8, 3ATS FEI b ITeld H b ULl T8
BT 9w IfSRad Afoge & I8t Sty <Ry o a8f 1400 64 &1 99 4 3y
21 SFER 7T 3T &1 5 Al 3 AT AN &1 AT AT AT SIIH &<l 21 eAfep
3T 9 R Hol-Helos NI 1Y 3R Ufeamie & ia Had —Feaarg
TR S BT o ST, S0THOHO 3R 31 et | UH-Teh THOT0 v fager
T S &1 HEM & Tyl T8l SR d JAT9ep] g1y o fhe=n T @eT 81 1
2, I AN Y IRI 2 8, Rl I 9RT B —R IR 2 € 3R 8H STP] IR
PR AR B &1 5 AR T G111

MRER o, H Ueh 91 SR D11 AT § (b 3HD! SR PRISUI T8
Rrerad €, § 94 377 A HEan g (6 88 IR-RERMAT 91d &= ardl J 78
g1 erex fT <foa 99 Tora § fagen 91 I8 9 91-31 99 FeiliRs =181 S
FARIRE THI FIRE A STl & Roaap! ug=t 7 &1 a9 o7 S11d 2

HAT NIgEAT @WH ST gHovHodio & FET BIRORT &1 1 I8!
ERICCRS

3ft geraa Rig T@EIferan: A S ATETH | WRT TRHR 4 3Tt 8
o arrdIE 7 SR BIAT SR TIRYIC IR SATARAT AR A gha8IR, ararai 4
3SR f& 2fad @ =e 1 iR I8 14 &7 BT 2 3R 6 HEM BT A1 o1 3R
Rii &1 Gl SR ST] 371 & T8 a1l

d g 15 ATGHT AT § 3R I 15 & 15 AT SR VT IRl &
Y| ST BT AT & T8 STHR Vel Tl 81 SIar &1 A= rsaroft |rgd
AR A1 S BTSH | HE AN U B ot Y I8 FEt o1 {6 S g &, S Raer
g, I ®
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IE R BT 1Y ST JMEHT BATST A HIRG AT & 98 I8f IR SIHR Il &
Il IR Al WK 8 &1 711 I8 g81 SThx VAT ST &1 Il & O |l 3 07
IS f3gRaR I8 ST 21 9 I T8 $© PRIl MY Tigdl F qIev
frBferg) 3T 8% 91d Yoivil & 9 AT 3119 11 TH. 9 987 < 1R a1 gorddt &
JMTEHT §3T € 3R ITH J3HR Iradid B AT S eq HEDBR § AU a1
AT DRl gl I8 -9 gIaIg |

IuaHTEAe (3 A qRTSIfed): IHarferar Sit 3y e @ o S
gl fRge H a1 A &, U Q¥ H AN b fory W gHEeH d =
AT gl 21 HAT ST, 9 forg Wt ) B Tl Al Stiad Wl

#it Sfta= I (afeesh drer): gwaTe Suwwrend St 59 f9d &1
HUIE PR ET gl $9P e H W SI-T (957 81 Tddergss des § SR
TgHC INEL(IES B, WHMI BT JIHC JeRIgfacs © dl oI & Jaic |
g fpdafery 872 XS aed I-d19 YRl § 8Idl 8, U df graie § el
URIUIE BT S 914 8, TTS9 8, SUD! Sl B § IqD] IgM1 d1fg] J1r 3
R Bl 81 89 AN HHOIR <2 & &1 8H Al P DI BT a1 fob
S BT o e § g8 dR-4R B9 g1 @Rl g9 oy W Big Su™
PHRAT MBI IRAUIS I H STgH oI 8, e SRR 3 189 o 2
9o R o1 3 il & S99 1 a1q 3R JAfIBRI &% TR 81 8 AT
H AT 8, U < e 2, I8 AR g™ & &% UM H & UIuic &l fderasd
& oy foree 81 3y S foRe &1 gl 8l Uil a8 foRe a¥ & 4 47 €
(TT)...

it | B e Ns! $¥ STHGRI &, R 310 HHl $o a1 87?

Y ST IR: 37T 3G HEHR T ©, MY 31T § PIb doldl © ol
3T 1 21 H A1 371 WieTh? Iera g1 F AR a1 il 81 gferd aRftheperT &
forg Ve e 21 3R It 399 foy 1E Apfrod fMabrer =12y fre Fafo
P SIRY | U dfhT BT A1fev| Fopfrod & STRT o XReae™ 9 &1 811 8
T a1 gferd Rfhepe o1 IS I@aHy TRRY U qR= SR &Y ST
FIRYI HH-HH & THIST BT 4 T g # gfedmd it 81 SR dAlbe
H UTAaIe e firerdn 2 A1 bR et # a8 fpedl Seilirerd &1 ofax &, faee

P TS b I, TERI URIGIE 9979 & 1) $¥feTT o9 BTs Rived s9a15v
T STeg] I STee ! gruTe el STy

T 9 I8 © [P SR S USSR § S9d A1 BRI 9919 ©l
qTfpRT & A1 TG 81 i1 89 AR DI DI BRAT AT & Reret ST
& T, ITA-I7TeT o TSR & W1 N e Tt X&T & I8 1G] BT A1MRY
it urferdieret ATeye H g4 STl 81T I8 Ol 8IAT & 519 U gar & I8
STIIRM S| S - gifeTciad
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qIET BT SRR, ¢ AT BT SRR, fFae da1 &1 Seliee ih
S smHTgore=a| 3 i YRefdes 81 ST 81 uifhsdr™ o SeR 3 a4
T & 21 & HH- 3R 3 ot AT H Tt &7 Sl B

ST Uh Heb=IoTH 31T g8V 3R STxd &1 al 51l 9P el ©,
TE1 Sl HHCT B, I BHCT 3 I HRY R S diget Riysicfed &, S SeffiRe
g, ST AT RIS ©, Sl SHIh{ed RSO ©, S ANl & favg d
Udh RIGaTd WHT & SIRY Rapre Relist d31 913y 99 39 odd )], WS
fefedel oladd IR W Alege™ FHTer H 1St SR 81Ml I8 #X &I-0H
URAdTRRARTST, AR 11 H1369 Bl &, FTaH 89 | ofd €, SHb AgR IR
P BT gl Pakistan never issues visas. It has to come in a different
way. B BT gARI TR I A IS Reflst v H $© Uleer BIl 51 $AY
A 1 G ©1 T 1 grIe Wi 781 A fofed fae sFRiegfdes sy ik va
Hehf-IoH fTapTel d1fdh STeal UrUIe el STTY 31 GERT 31T SN gexHifege
IRIAIE < 9 B, fae w9 Rieaeiv, g s Rellst o= o 81 I8 <1 91 B

ST HEHR H HUIC PRI g 3R YD] g=aTE ol g

SHRI H.K. JAVARE GOWDA (Karnataka) : Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, | thank you for giving, me an opportunity to speak on this Bill. The
sole object of this amendment is to punish those who violate the
Passport Act. That is the sole object of this amendment. Sir, the earlier
prescribed punishment was three months or five months. Now, it is
said that it has been enhanced to five years or with a fine. | strongly
recommend that there should not be only fine; imprisonment should be
made compulsory. Only then will the purpose of this amendment be
served. Otherwise, those who practise in the courts of law will see the
real test of application of this law. They wi'i plead for a lenient view
also. Sir, when the option of prescribing a fine is there and
imprisonment is not made compulsory but made only mandatory,
usually the courts will be inclined to award fine only. | feel, that will not
serve the purpose of the proposed amendment to the Act. Therefore,
Sir, | strongly recommend and seek the intervention of the Home
Minister at this juncture to do something in this regard. After carefully
reading the Statement of Objects and Reasons, | find that the Indian
Passport Act was governed by the Indian Passport Act of 1920.
However, the Act was amended in 1967. Even at that time also, the
imprisonment was not made compulsory. If we will not include this
thing into the Act even now, there will be a further lacuna. Sir, | would
like to say one or two things more. We are talking about the frequent
visits to foreign countries. Sir, there are a lot of people who belong to
the rural areas and they get a chance once in their life time to visit a
foreign country. Even for those
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persons, to get a passport is very difficult. They cannot get a passport
unless a middleman is there. Without police harassment, they do not
get a passport. In view of the above, | would suggest to the hon.
Minister that a simplified procedure and a time-bound programme
should be there for disposing of the application. The application should
be disposed of either before the police officer or before the officer
concerned without the interference of a middle man. Sir, | would
request the hon. Minister that deterrent punishment by way of
imprisonment may be made compulsory. Regarding the issuing of
passport, | would request that the procedure should be made easy,
middleman should be removed and the application should be disposed
of as early as possible. With these observations, | conclude. Thank
you, Sir.

SHRI CHENNAMANENI VIDYA SAGAR RAO : Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, | am thankful to all the Members who have participated
in this discussion. Most of the Members gave very valid suggestions to
effectively deal with the provisions of the Passport Act. | am also
grateful and thankful to those hon. Members who have supported this
Bill. Sir, at the outset, | would like to clear one point. With regard to the
Act, there is some confusion. Sir, the hon. Members are aware that
entry to India and exit from India are covered by the Passport Act of
1920. Subsequently, when it was amended in the yean 967, it was
decided to bifurcate the Act by providing a separate law for the
persons exiting from this country.

So, the Act of 1967 provides for some rules with regard to
those who are going out of this country. Consequently, the Passport
Act, 1967 was enacted. At the same time, the Indian Passport Act,
1920 was renamed as the Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920. The
1920 Act was there, and, in the year 1967, it was renamed as the
Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920. For exit, there is one Act. The
same Act has been bifurcated into two, one for exit and the other for
entry. The Act that provides for the procedure for exit, is having the
provisions for punishment. A penal punishment, a deterrent
punishment, is there. If a person goes out of this country with
documents that are not valid, he is liable to be punished with
imprisonment for a period of five years and also punished with fine up
to Rs.50,000/-. But, for those who are entering India, the same old
punishment is there, which is very lenient. So, it was decided to
provide for a deterrent punishment for them also, on par with the Act of
1967. This is a very, simple thing.
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As far as the Act of 1920 is concerned, there is some
apprehension amongst most of the hon. Members. They have
mentioned that there is an inordinate delay in the issue of passports.
As far as the issue of passports is concerned, this subject is related to
the Ministry of External Affairs. They issue passports. While issuing
passports, to know the antecedents of the persons, they will enquire
into all the matters through the police. Subsequently, the passport
authorities issue the passports. This is under the External Affairs
Ministry. This is not concerned with this Bill.

Most of the Members have expressed anxiety about the delay
in the issue of passports. They have said that the issue of passports is
to some Sikh brothers and sisters who want to go to other countries is
delayed and that some Sikh brothers and sisters are not permitted to
enter this country. | will convey all these valuable suggestions to the
External Affairs Ministry. This is number one.

SHRI V. V. RAGHAVAN: It concerns the Home Ministry also.
(Interruptions)

SHRI CHENNAMANENI VIDYA SAGAR RAO: | am grateful to
you for your suggestion made to enable me to deal effectively with my
Ministry. Therefore', | will take your valuable suggestions seriously.

Number two; hon. Members have pointed out that not only
was there delay, but that there were corrupt practices also. Two or
three Members have mentioned some cases. If they give the specific
cases to me, definitely, they will be enquired into and the guilty will be
punished.

Sir, these three amendments strictly relate to only those who
enter India. They are not related to the exit of this country's citizens.
These amendments relate only to those who enter India without valid
travel documents. If a person enter India without a valid document and
simultaneously commits other offences - one of my colleagues
mentioned about narcotics and terrorist activities-he can be dealt with
under other laws. Other laws are there. He cannot be punished under
this particular law. If one enters without a valid document, one can be
punished with an imprisonment for five years or with a fine of
Rs.50,000/- or with both. It is not that one can be punished with only
imprisonment or fine. He can be
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punished with both.

As one of the hon. Members suggested, this Bill is not to
restrict the exit of persons or the entry of persons, but it is only to
punish the persons who enter this country without any valid
documents. These are simple things. All these provisions are already
there in another Act, for persons who are going outside. This Act does
not provide for a similar punishment for those who are entering this
country. Therefore, | request hon. Members to support this
Bill....{Interruptions) ...

SHRI BALWANT SINGH RAMOOWALIA: One minute. Will
the Minister assure us that he will hold at least one meeting with MPs
and also intelligence agencies on the growing, continuous complaints
of people of Indian origin, who are not being allowed to come to India
in the wake of the 1984 incidents? We are asking for an open
meeting only.

SHRI CHENNAMANENI VIDYA SAGAR RAO: As far as the
meeting is concerned, it relates to the External Affairs Ministry.

SHRI BALWANT SINGH RAMOOWALIA: No, no. ltis the
Home
Ministry.

SHRI CHENNAMANENI VIDYA SAGAR RAO: | will come to
that subject. It is a mixed one.

SHRI BALWANT SINGH RAMOOWALIA: Sir, | am not
speaking on any useless point. What | am seeking from the hon.
Minister is an assurance that he will have a meeting with the MPs and
also with the people concerned on the issue.

SHRI CHENNAMANENI VIDYA SAGAR RAQO: Sir, with regard
to the issues on passport and also with regard to this particular
amendment.. .

SHRI BALWANT SINGH RAMOOWALIA: Sir | am not taking
the time of the House on any useless point. Sir, this is the general
tendency. The hon. Minister is not even ready to sit with the Members

on this issue. 31 fp=t FefTol oR S <TG g1 37791 g1 & o A 54
T P fEFHe B F forg TR E a1 72
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My point is will you kindly discuss with the Members.

SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM: Sir, it is not a question-
answer session.

IuauTeger (3 Har" arTeifedn: 9@ Siad iUl g9 a1
il

SHRI CHENNAMANENI VIDYA SAGAR RAO: Sir, |
understand the anxiety of the Hon. Member. There are valid points
that he has raised, but so far as the question of issue of passports is
concerned, it is a matter which pertains to the Ministry of External
Affairs. The issues relating to the Ministry of External Affairs are slated
to be discussed in the House tomorrow. This issue can be raised
there.

The second point he made is regarding the meeting with MPs.
Sir, | will consider the suggestion and decide.

SHRI LACHHMAN SINGH: Sir, the hon. Minister has shown
his helplessness. He says that the issue does not fall under this
jurisdiction. In that case | would like to know whether he is prepared to
withdraw the order which the Home Ministry has issued so that the
cases relating to Granthis of Gurudwaras are referred to the Home
Ministry. This is his Department and he should be prepared to
withdraw the order.

SHRI CHENNAMANENI VIDYA SAGAR RAO: The
suggestion will be given due consideration. But, Sir, it has to be
looked into case by case. Definitely | will take the suggestion of the
hon. Member and see that no injustice is done to the individuals.

SHRI LACHHMAN SINGH: How much time will you take to
withdraw the order.

SHRI CHENNAMANENI VIDYA SAGAR RAO: | will do it
immediately.

SHRI BALWANT SINGH RAMOOWALIA: Sir, | would like to
know whether the religious preachers, other than the Sikhs will also be
covered. AT present only Sikh preachers are told to bring these
documents. | want to emphasise that the Sikhs should not be singled
out.
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SHRI CHENNAMANENI VIDYA SAGAR RAO: Sir, | have
already said that we will look into this matter.

VEN'BLE DHAMMAVIRIYO (Bihar): Sir, four Bangladeshis
have entered into the country on the basis of the Indian passports
giving their names as Buddha Kanda, Dharma Nanda, Singha Nanda
and Aura Nanda. These passports were issued to them within three
months of their applications on the recommendations of Police reports.
This has been reported to the Joint Secretary of your Ministry and also
to the Police Commissioner. No action has so far been taken in this
regard. This passport was not got through any agent. But, they gave
bribe for getting the passport issued. Would you like to tell me by what
time an action will be taken against the erring officers, who have got
these passports prepared after getting a bribe.

SHRI CHENNAMANENI VIDYA SAGAR RAO: Sir, the hon.
Member has mentioned a particular individual case. It seems that
the Member was
also kind enough to pursue the matter at great length. If the hon.
Member gives all the details to me, | would definitely take action.

VEN'BLE DHAMMAVIRIYO: Sir, | have already written to the
hon. Minister.

THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): You
send a reminder to him.

SHRI CHENNAMANENI VIDYA SAGAR RAO: If he has
already there, there is no problem.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): The
guestion is:

"That the Bill further to amend the Passport (Entry into India)
Act, 1920, be taken into consideration."

The motion was adopted.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: We shall now take up clause-by-
clause consideration of the Bill.
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Clauses 2 to 4 were added to the Bill. Clause 1, the Enacting
Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.

SHRI CHENNAMANENI VIDYA SAGAR RAQ: Sir, | beg to
move:
"that the Bill be passed.”

The question was put and the motion was adopted.

THE BORDER SECURITY FORCE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2000

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HOME
AFFAIRS (SHRI I.D. SWAMI) : Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | move :

"That the Bill further to amend the Border Security Force Act,
1968, as passed by Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration."

Sir, this is a very innocuous, but very beneficial Bill, with
far-reaching consequences because the personnel of the BSF
were denied
hitherto the facility of setting off of the period of detention from the
punishment. This Bill would bring the BSF Act, 1968 in tune with the
law of the land, as contained in section 428 of the Cr.P.C. The BSF
personnel were not availing of this facility so far which was already
available to the civilians under section 428 of the Criminal Procedure
Code and which was also .available to the Army personnel under
section 169 of the Army Act. This provision is also in existence for the
ITBP personnel, for the CISF personnel and for the general civilians
also. So, by this Bill, it is proposed to amend the BSF Act, 1968, with a
view to inserting a new clause, a new provision, in the BSF Act on the
lines of section 169A of the Army Act and section 428 of the Criminal
Procedure Code, 1973 so as to provide for setting off of the period of
pre-trial detention against the sentence of imprisonment imposed on a
person governed by the Border Security Force Act, 1968, and the Bill
seeks to achieve this aforesaid object. By this, it will also safeguard
the legal rights of the BSF personnel facing trial which the citizens of
the country are already enjoying.
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