Written Answers to [22 August, 2013] Unstarred Questions 339

(¢) The Ministry of Tourism, Government of India proposes to give priority
for rebuilding tourism related infrastructure under its Scheme for Product/

Infrastructure Development of Destinations and Circuits.
Updation of tourism websites

1529 SHRI C.M. RAMESH: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to

state:
(a) whether tourism websites in the country are updated regularly, and

(b) whether at present any mechanism is in existence to oversee the work
of updation of the contents of such websites regularly; and if so, the details
thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. K.
CHIRANJIEEVT): (a) and (b) The Ministry of Tourism makes all efforts to update its
official websites by collecting information from various sources. The updation is
carried out from time to time. This work is undertaken through an agency

appointed for the development and maintenance of the concemed website.
Safety of Buddhist tourist places

1530. SHRI SALIM ANSARI: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to

state:

(a) whether Government has organized the International Buddhist Conclave
in Varanasi and Bodhgaya in 2012; if so, the purpose of organizing the conclave

and the total amount spent by Government for organizing the conclave,

(b) whether Buddhist tourists from Korea, China, Myanmar, Japan, Singapore,
Malaysia and Taiwan have shown a decline after the bomb blast in Bodhgaya; and

(¢) if so, the details in this regard and steps taken to protect the safety of

Budhist tourists places instead of wasting money on organizing conclaves?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. K.
CHIRANIEEVT): (a) The Ministry of Tourism had organized the International
Buddhist conclave in Varanasi and Bodhgaya from 29th September to 1st October,
2012. The purpose of organizing the Conclave was to showcase the rich Buddhist
Heritage of the country and to promote tourism to important Buddhist sites in
India. The total expenditure incurred by the Ministry of Tourism on organizing the
Conclave was Rs. 165.76 lakh.
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(b) The data on number of Buddhist tourists from Korea, China, Myanmar,
Japan, Singapore, Malaysia and Taiwan after the bomb blast on 7th July, 2013 are
not available. However, the total number of Foreign Tourist Arrivals in India in the
month of July, 2013 shows an increase of 7.9% as compared to the corresponding
month in 2012,

(¢) In order to ensure safety and security of tourists, including foreign
tourists, Ministry of Tourism has advised all the State Governments/Union Territory
Administrations to deploy Tourist Police in the States/Union Territories. The State
Governments/Union Territory Administrations of Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka,
Kerala, Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jammu and Kashmir, Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi, Punjab, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha have deployed Tourist Police,
in one form or the other The Ministry has also issued guidelines for formation of
Tourist Facilitation and Security Organisation (TFSO) comprising of ex-servicemen in
consultation with Ministry of Defence, Home and Directorate General of Re-
settlement. The same have been forwarded to all State Governments and Union
Territories. Central financial assistance has been granted to Government of
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh for setting up of TFSO.

The other measures taken by the Ministry of Tourism towards safety and

security of domestic and foreign tourists including women travelers are:

(0 Adoption of code of conduct for safe and hon'ble tourism which has a
set of gudelines to encourage tourism activities to be undertaken with respect of
basic rights like dignity, safety and freedom from exploitation of both tourists and

local residents, in particular women and children.

(i)  Further, Ministry of Tourism has also written to all the Chief Ministers
of the State Governments and Union Territory Administrations to take immediate
effective steps for ensuring conducive and friendly environment for all tourists.
They have also been requested to publicize the steps being taken/proposed to be
taken to increase the sense of security amongst the present/prospective visitors and

also to counter the negative publicity.
Public Service Delivery System

1531. SHRI JAT PRAKASH NARAYAN SINGH: Will the Minister of TOURISM
be pleased to state:



