RAJYA SABHA [12 December, 2005]

SHRIT. R. ZELIANG: Mr. Chairman, Sir, we are grateful to the Planning
Commission for bringing out this target, and the achievement made by the
Department is almost 50 per cent on ground. However, in the North-Eastern
Region, we have eight States, out of which six States have been covered
under this programme, excepting Nagaland and Manipur. | would like to
know from the hon. Minister as to why these two States have not been
covered under this programme. It it because that there are no proposals
from these two States? Or, is there any other reason why Nagaland has
_not been covered under this programme?
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Students opting for Science and Technology-

*263. SHRIR.K.ANAND:t
SHRI GIREESH KUMAR SANGHI:

Will the Minister of HUMAN RESQURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased
to state:

(a) whether tie percentage of students opting for Science and Technology
had shown a sharp decline from 1950 to 2005;

(b) if s0, the reasons therefor;
(c) how it is comparable with the world figure; and
(d) the concrete measures to check this downslide?

THE MINISTER OF STATE N THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMD. ALI ASHRAF FATMI): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.
(¢) No such data is maintained.
(d) Does not arise.

SHRI R.K. ANAND: Sir, | am surprised with the reply. | have got the
UNDP Human Resocurces Development Report of 2001, which clearly
indicates that India’s much valued pool of trained scientists and technical
personnel have already begun to shrink. | would like to know from the hon.
Minister whether it is correct that 20 per cent of the seats of all engineering
courses in the country remain vacant. If it is so, what steps are being taken
to enable students to pursue higher education in science and technology?

1The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shri R. K. Anand.
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SHRI R.K. ANAND: Mr. Chairman, Sir, there was a time when getting
education in science means getting life. Now the students are migrating
towards more lucrative jobs in the field of IT than opting for professiona!
courses in the science stream. | would like to know from the hon. Minister
whether there is a sharp decline in the number and quality of students
opting for science and technology; that is, from 32 per centin 1950, it has
gone down to 15 per cent as to today. If it is so, then, what is being done
to improve the quality of science education in India so that the boys coming
out of colleges are able to get job opportunities?
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SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: Sir, these are very serious issues;
though the question may not have been framed in the way in which |
understand it and, | think, Mr. Anand will agree with me. This is actually
about basic science and, what you call, basic engineering education,
professional education. It is a very serious concern today. If you ask anyone
today, you will not find people going in for basic engineering education.
The number of people going in for civil, electrical and mechanical engineering
is decreasing. As a matter of fact, people coming out of civil, electrical and
mechancial engineering are also going to just one particular industry, that
is, IT or computers. That is the point. One of the chief executives_ of a
power company was sharing his anxiety with me and saying that today
we do not have sufficient number of power engineers in the field of power
generation, transmission and distribution, a crisis which is being faced
even by the Urited States of America because of this one-point focus on
the IT sector. So, the question is that of developing the R&D in basic
science and going in for civil, electrical and mechanical engineering. Are
they being ignored at the cost of the single-point focus or attraction towards
the IT or the computer sector? T3St 1 S FT H S F T ALY |
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& w=d ot T IR TSt F qreln efve FEE? |
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SHRIPENUMALLI MADHU: Sir, the hon. Minister in his reply has stated
that the data regarding the percentage of students opting for science and
technology is not being maintained by the Government. | want to know
from the hon. Minister whether the Government has taken such a decision
not to maintain any data of students who ae opting for science and
technology. If so, then, how would one be able to know whether their
number is increasing or decreasing? | am unable to understand why the
Government is not maintaining such a basic data. The hon. Minister is
blatantly telling on the floor of the Hcouse that the data is not being
maintained. | would like to know from the hon. Minister whether the
Government would like to maintain such a data in future or not.

it HEE Tt ST WaH! : WY, TR 99 1991 § THT 34 o4 71 <M Hisg
21 181 ok TR QG S & 9 H F71 R, €l 3R a8 Tl Iifgu dl # 3
farsan §m ... (FauF)...

SHRIPENUMALLI MADHU: Sir, ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The hon. Minister is answering your question.
You cannot put supplementary on supplementary. ...(Interruptions)...

tTransliteration in Urdu script.
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SHRI PENUMALL! MAGHU: Sir, the hon. Minister has stated here that
no dafa is maintained. But, now he is saying that some data is being
maintained. He cannot misiead the House like this.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is a different thing. He said that he will
send the data to you. As regard the question whether the number of students
opting for science and technology is failing, he said, 'no’. He did not say
that the data is not being maintained. .. {Interruptions)...
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*264. [The questioner (Shri P.K. Maheshwari) was absent. For answer
vide page 26)

*265. [The questioners (Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi and Shri Ram
Jethmalani) were absent. For answer vide page 30]
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