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Price rise of fruits and vegetables

1641. SHRI K.C. TYAGL
SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA:
SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR KASHYAFP:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

{a) whether prices of vegetables and fruits in wholesale and retail markets in

the country have increased manifold in the recent past;
(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

{¢c) whether prices of onions and tomatoes have also increased due to their

export to other countries;

(d) if so, the remedial measures taken by Government including operation of

effective Market Intervention Scheme (MIS) for fruits and vegetables; and

{e) whether Government proposes to revamp the present National
Horticulture Mission (NHM) to increase the production of fruits and vegetables in

the country, and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROFE. K.¥. THOMAS): (a) and (b) The
Wholesale Price Index (WPI) which is an indicator of general price trend, shows that
the rate of inflation for vegetables as a whole was at 30.02% in the month of January
2013, declined from February 2013 to April 2013, started rising from May 2013
onwards and stood at 46.59% for the month of July 2013. The rate of inflation for
fruits as a whole was at 10.28% in the month of Jammary 2013, started declining from
February 2013 and is at (-} 4.80% for the month of July 2013.

The All India Consumer Price Index (Combined), shows that the annual
inflation rate for vegetables was at 26.21% in Januvary 2013 and with fluctuations
declined to 16.40% for the month of July 2013. Similarly the inflation rate for fruits
was at 9.68% in Janvary 2013 and with fluctuations declined to 6.81% in July 2013.
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Price increase of commodities like vegetables and fruits could be due to
several factors such as prevalent demand-supply mismatch, increase in cost of

inputs, cost of transportaton and storage and weather conditions.

{c) No Sir. The present rise in onion prices is not linked with export. Exports
of onion constitute less than 10% of the domestic production during 2012-13. The
export of onion during 2013-14 (April-June) is 5, 11,616 MT which is less than the
corresponding period of 2012-13, i.e. 5, 17,274 MT.

{d) and (e) Government implements Market Intervention Scheme (MIS) for
procurement of perishable commodities not covered under Price Support Scheme.
MIS is implemented when prices fall below economic levels/cost of production or to

avoid distress sale in the event of bumper crop during the peak arrival period.

Government has decided to merge all horticultural schemes, under the
umbrealla of National Horticulture Mission (NHM) and enhance fudning therefor in
order to provide more focused and comprehensive attention to this increasingly

important sector.
Items provided under food security law

1642. SHRI ALOK TTWART:
SHRIMATT KUSUM RAL
SHRI PRABHAT JTHA:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
SHRI AVTAR SINGH KARIMPURTI:

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

{a) whether Government would provide pulses, edible oil, sugar, kerosene

and milk etc. under Food Security in the country, if so, the details thereof; and

{b) if not, the reasons therefor and rationale for providing only rice, coarse

grains and wheat therein and the proposed remedial steps in this regard?



