178 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

»  Off-shore borrowings and borrowings from multilateral agencies such as
Asian Development Bank (ADB), International Monetary Fund (IMF),

World Bank and other sovereign funds.

Telephone connectivity and mobile services in Kashmir

1607, PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

{a) whether it is a fact that hinterland in North Kashmir and South Kashmir
stood neglected in respect of normal telephone connectivity and also in respect of

mobile services; and

(b) whether it is also a fact that far flung areas in North Kashmir such as
Tulail, Gurez, Machil, Keran and Karnah were denied these services almost

altogether?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATTONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) No, Sir.
The hinterland of North Kashmir and South Kashmir are covered by various
telecommunication technelogies like Landline, GSM Mobile, CDMA wireless and
Digital Satellite Phone Terminal (DSPT). In respect of mobile service, the hinterland
of North Kashmir contains area mostly close to the Border/Line of Control (LOC)
and there are restrictions for telecommunications and signal spillage. Further, No
Objection Certificate (NOC) from the Army is mandatory for setting up of new BTS

Towers at such locations.

While Tulail, Machil and Keran are covered with DSPT, Mobile Services are
available in Gurez. In Tandhar (Karnah) NOC has been obtained from the Army and
the construction work for setting up new mobile tower has started. At present, there

is no clearance from Army for setting up of towers at Keran, Machil and Tulail.



