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Since 2011- 12, at the national level, 10% of the National Rural Drinking Water
Programme (NRDWP) budget is earmarked for Tribal Sub Plan (TSP). States are
required to utilize allocation under TSP for coverage of tribal concentrated
habitations. For 12th Plan, an outlay of Rs. 37,159 crore has been allocated for Rural

Sanitation.
Nodal agency for gas hydrate exploration

1731. SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARIL Will the Minister of EARTH SCIENCES be

pleased to state:

(a) whether the National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research (NCAOR)
has been mandated as the nodal agency responsible for implementation of the

scientific aspects of the study related to gas hydrate exploration in the country;

(b) if so, how it is different from the consortivm named National Gas
Hydrate Programme (NGHP) constituted in 1997 under Directorate of Hydrocarbons,
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas as a nodal head for research and exploration

of gas hydrates: and

(c) what would be the role of NCAOR when study regarding exploration

part of gas hydrates in the country is over?

THE MINISTER OF EARTH SCIENCES (SHRI S. JATPAL REDDY): (a) and
{b) NCAOR, in association with National Institute of Oceanography (NIO) and
National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) has been mandated by the Ministry
of Earth Sciences to implement science component of the programme on gas
hydrates. National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT) is responsible for
implementation of the technology development component. The role of NGHP is
more exploratory in nature and site-specific, aimed at estimating the potential
reserves of gas hydrates, whereas gas hydrate programme of Ministry of Earth

Sciences is focused on scientific research and development of technology.

{c) NCAOR is responsible for assimilation of marine geo-scientific data
collected under the programme, development of database management system and

data archival.



