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(dy if so, the funds allocated for the same?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. K.
CHIRANIEEVI): (a) The main purpose of organizing the First Intemational Tourism
Mart at Guwahati in January, 2013 was to showcase the tourism potential of the North

Hast Region to the International and Domestic Markets.

(by  Atotal of 79 foreign delegates including Government officials, tour operators
and media personnel from 23 countries attended the International Tourism Mart at
Guwahati. The event brought together the tourism business fraterity from the eight
North Eastern States of India and West Bengal as sellers and the participants {rom
various countries and other States of India as potential buyers in Business to Business
meetings. This enabled the tourism product suppliers from the region to reach out

to International and Domestic buyers.

(¢) and (d) Ministry of Tourism undertakes promotion and publicity of tourism
destinations and products in India including those in the North Eastern Region through
a centralized campaign under the ‘Incredible India’ brand name. The 14 Overseas Offices
of the Ministry also participate in various tourism events including travel fares, road
shows, etc. For the year 2013-14, an amount of Rs. 350 crore has been earmarked

for overseas promotion activities.
Development of tourism site at Giraudpuri

T2144. DR. BHUSHAN LAL JANGDE: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased

to state:

(a)  whether Chhattisgarh Government has sent a letter to Central Government
demanding assistance of 422.66 lakh rupees for the development of tourist site at

Giraudpuri;

(by if so, the response of Central Government thereon and time by which the

said amount would be made available; and

(¢)  whether it 1s also a fact that 10 lakh devotees participate every year in

3 days fair organised at Giraudpun and it needs attention from Central Government?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. K.
CHIRANIEEVT): (a) to (c) The development and promotion of destinations/circuits
is primarily undertaken by the State Governments/Union Territory Administrations
themselves. However, the Ministry of Tourism (MOT) provides Central Financial

Assistance (CFA) for tourism projects which are complete as per scheme guidelines,

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



Written Answers to [29 AUG, 2013] Unstarred Questions 277

subject to availability of funds and #mter-se priority under various schemes of the
Ministry. The projects are sanctioned and funds released to State Governments/UT
Administrations subject to submission of Utilization Certificates for funds released to

them in the previous years.

The State Government of Chhattisgarh has submitted a project for Development
of Giraudpuri as tourist site. The same cannot be considered for sanction/release of
CFA till such time the State Government submits utilization certificates for the funds
released to it in the Tenth and Eleventh Plan period.

Funds for development of tourism in Himachal Pradesh

T2145. SHRIMATT BIMLA KASHYAP SOOD: Will the Minister of TOURISM
be pleased to state:

(a)  whether it is a fact that the proposal of Himachal Pradesh Government for
additional financial assistance by the Centre for Heli taxi service scheme on the lines
of North-East is pending with Central Government for the last three years; and

(by  1if so, the reasons for the pendency and by when it would be implemented

on the hines of North-Eastern region and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. K.
CHIRANIEEVT): (a) and (b) The State Government of Himachal Pradesh has not

prioritized any proposal for Heli taxi service during the last three years.
Development of low budget tourism

12146, SHRI AVTAR SINGH KARIMPURI: Will the Minister of TOURISM be

pleased to state:

(a)  whether Government implements any scheme for the development of tourism

particularly for the domestic tourists having low budget;
(by if so, the details thereof and funding pattern therefor, and

(¢)  the amount sanctioned, released and utilized under the said schemes during

each year of last three years and in the current year, State/Union Territory-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (DR. K.
CHIRANIEEVI): (a) to (¢) Yes, Sir. The Ministry of Tourism {(MOT) grants Central
Finance Assistance (CFA) to the tune of Rs. 5 crore and Rs. 8 crore for the development

of destinations and circuits respectively and Rs. 25 crore and Rs. 30 crore for the

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



