194 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

(@) whether it is a fact that the consumer retail sale price of onion touched

Rs. 50 per kilogram in the country during the period from June to August, 2013;
(b) if so, Government's reaction in this regard;

(¢) whether an Inter-Ministerial Committee has been set up to monitor the

situation of price rise;

(d) if so, whether this Committee has given any suggestion to reduce the

prices, and if so, the details thereof, and

(¢) whether the said Committee has also assessed the onion production, and
if so, the status of onion production during the period 2012-13 and 2013-14?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) During
the period June to August 2013, the prices as reported by the State Civil Supplies
Departments from various centres in the country show that, retail prices of onion
have been on the rise. In the month of August 2013, the retail prices of onion

were in the range of Rs.40 to Rs.60 per kg.

The prices of onion are governed by market forces of demand and supply,

cost of transportation and storage, weather conditions etc.

(c) and (d) An Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC) is in position to look into
onion issues which recommended a Minimum Export Price (MEP) of USD 650 PMT
in view of the continued rise in the domestic price of onion. This MEP came into
effect from 14th August, 2013.

(¢) The Committee reviews, inter-alia, the production of onion in the country.

As per the second advance estimates released by National Horticulture Board,
onion production during 2012-13 is 16.66 million tonnes. No firm estimates of onion

production for 2013-14 are available.
Foodgrains procurement in Jharkhand

2243, SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether foodgrains procurement in Jharkhand has not achieved the

desired progress so far;
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(b) if so, the reasons therefor, and

(c) the steps being taken by Government to achieve the foodgrains procure-

ment target of the State in time?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) Against
an ecstimation of procurement of 3.40 lakh tons of paddy in terms of rice during the
Kharif Marketing Season (KMS) 2012-13, a quantity of 2.15 lakh tons of paddy in
terms of rice has so far been procured in Jharkhand. Procurement of foodgrains
depends on various factors such as production, market surplus, private trade, market

rates. Minimum Support Price (MSP) etc.

As the market rate this year was comparatively more than the MSP, the pro-

curement in the State has been less than the estimation.

(¢) Paddy in the State is mainly procured by State Government through
PACS (Primary Agricultural Co-operative Socicties) and LAMP (Large Arca Multiple
Societies) by opening 462 and 424 Paddy Procurement Centres respectively through
the State during Kharif Marketing Season (KMS) 2012-13. Food Corporation of In-
dia (FCI) made arrangements for undertaking paddy procurement operations at its

base depots.
Consumption of cereals and pulses

2244, SHRI C.P. NARAYANAN: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ the consumption of cereals and pulses in the country during last three

years and the quantity available thercof;
(b) the portion thereof distributed through PDS;
(¢) the number of poor families not able to get the benefit of PDS; and
(d) the caloric value of per capita food available during the last three years?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) As per the latest
available data carried out by National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), the per capita

consumption of cereals and pulses & pulse products was as under:



