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to sell their organs since they do not have any other means to pay back their bank
loans. From the reply to a question put to one of the farmers who led the rally, it
was learnt that they were left with no other option but to sell their vital organs. In
the recent past, over 20,000 farmers have ended their lives across the country due to
debt burden. At least, selling their organs would enable them to repay their debt and
live for a few years more and feed their families. This is the condition of farmers all
over India

Sir, | seek an explanation from the Government in this regard.

Demand to withdraw the decision of closing Digboi Refinery in

Assam and taking measures for its modernisation

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA (Assam): Sir, | would like to raise a matter
of urgent concern that the Digboi Refinery, which is the oldest Refinery in the Asian
Continent, established just before the World War-I1, is decided to be closed down by
its Management, the Indian Oil Corporation. The Refinery, the first-of-its-kind in Asia,
was set up at Digboi in Assam in 1901 by the Assam Oil Company Limited. Later,
in 1981, the Indian Qil Corporation Ltd. (I0OC) took over the Refinery and created a
separate division, namely, the Assam Oil Division (AoD). This Division has both refinery
and marketing operations. The Refinery had an installed capacity of 0.50 MMTPA
(million metric tonnes per annum). It is to be mentioned here that its refining capacity
was increased to 0.65 MMTPA by way of modernization in July, 1996. Since then,
the production capacity of this Refinery has remained the same for the last 100 years.
Here, because of keeping the production capacity of the. Refinery confined to 0.65
million tonnes per year, this oldest Refinery has been facing aloss. Now, the management,
instead of taking up adequate and urgent measures towards modernization of the Refinery
and enhancing its production capacity from the existing 0.65 million tonnes, has taken
the decision to close down the Refinery, which has been a matter of pride for the nation.
Besides, the Digboi Refinery is playing a pivotal role for the entire North -Eastern
Region. Even with its minimum production capacity, its major petroleum products like
fuel, wax, bitumen, etc., have been able to meet the demands of the Region. Accordingly,
with its functioning status, it has always opened a vast scope of employment among
the skilled youth of the North-Eastern Region besides various commercial activities
surrounded to it. Hence, the decision of the IOCL to close down the Refinery has hit
the sentiments of the people of Assam, which, genuinely, creates agitation among the

local people and various organizations strongly opposing the matter.
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| would, therefore, urge upon the Government to kindly intervene in the matter
and to withdraw the decision to close down the 100-year old Digboi Refinery. Similarly,
| would urge upon the Government to take up urgent measures towards modernization
of this oldest Refinery of the country and to enhance its production capacity instead
of closing the Refinery.

Demand for clearance from Ministry of Environment and Forests to declare

Bindukhatta in Nainital district of Uttarakhand a revenue village
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Demand for better supervision of mid-day-meal scheme

to children in schools

SHRI AVTAR SINGH KARIMPURI (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, | am raising a very serious
issue about the plight of children who are taking mid-day-meals in schools under the
Mid-Day-Mea Scheme. This has become more important after the death of 23 children
in Bihar after taking mid-day-meal in a school. There are many violations in
implementation of the Mid-Day-Mea Scheme. Firstly, the supply chain of foodgrains
and its standardisation is essential, storage facilities are primitive in schools leading
to contamination in many places, kitchens are non-existent, utensils are in short supply
and cooks do not turn up. Teachers are, therefore, burdened with cooking. There are
schools that do not have clean drinking water. Fuel is very often not available. It is
not just that the funding is inadequate to supply quality food to such large numbers,
but most often funds do not reach schools on time and teachers are forced to buy food
to feed children. On top of this, supervision is almost negligible and Government officials

do not partake to monitor whether quality of food is given. There should be a better



