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This is a sad situation and without paying attention to the problems of rural
women, we may not be able to improve our position in the area of gender equity.
Another disappointment has been the poor implementation of the National Policy
for Farmers, placed on the table of this House in November 2007. The sooner we
change our mindset regarding farm women and men and re-designate for this
purpose the Ministry of Agriculture as the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare, the greater will be the prospects for the country to sustain with
home-grown food, the legal right to food enshrined in the National Food Security
Bill.

Sir, 2013 marks the 70th anniversary of the Bengal Famine and we should be
proud of the fact that our farmers and scientists have enabled us to come out of
the "ship to mouth" existence of the 1960s, and initiate the world's largest social

protection measure against hunger.

Finally, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, as a biologist, I wish to end by citing an
outstanding example of democracy at the household-level. All here are aware of the
path-breaking work of Charles Darwin in elucidating the origin of species, including
ourselves, through evolution. Darwin's wife, Emma, was a staunch catholic and the
theory of evolution was considered blasphemy both by Catholics and several other
religious groups at that time. She was once asked how she managed to live
peacefully with Charles considering that his theory of evolution was totally

unacceptable to her. She replied, and 1 quote:

"Charles lives by reason and I live by faith; what leads to faith is feeling and

not reasoning. We agree to disagree and live very happily together".

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, agreeing to disagree and living happily together is the
very essence of democracy. I am confident that this House will always uphold this
principle and thereby remain the flagship of our secular democratic republic. I thank

you all, again, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir.
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SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I also associate myself with this issue.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): Shri
Prakash Javadekar. ...(Interruptions)... Now, we take up the Bill for introduction.
...(Interruptions)... The National Waterway (Lakhipur-Banga stretch of the Barak
River) Bill, 2013; Shri GK. Vasan. ...(Interruptions)...



