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(¢) and (d) Currently, there is no commercial production of shale gas in the
country. The cost of production and the commerciality of shale gas would depend
upon a host of factors which, infer-alia, include the quality of reservoirs, the technology
adopted, the enabling policy environment and development of other associated
infrastructure. Presently, the landed cost (delivery-ex ship) of long/mid-term imported
LNG varies between $13 to $15 per MMBTU and from $14 to $20 per MMBTU in
case of spot cargoes.

Setting up of Polymer Processing Park in Assam

587. SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA : Will the Minister of
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:

(@)  whether Government proposes to set up Polymer Processing Park in line
of the Assam Gas Cracker Project in Assam as downstream converting units, logistics
and reprocessing units together have immense potential of generating employment
along the petro-chemical value chain;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c¢) if not, the steps to be taken to accelerate growth in the secondary and
tertiary sectors in petro-chemical sector as well as attracting further investment towards
industrialisation of the State?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GAS (SHRIMATI PANABAAKA LAKSHMI) : (a)to (c) The Department
of Chemicals & Petro-chemicals is implementing the scheme for setting up of Plastic
Parks in the country. In this regard, a proposal from Assam Industrial Development
Corporation for setting up of plastic park at Tinsukia District Assam has been approved,
in principle, by the Scheme Steering Committee. The setting up of Plastic Park in
Assam envisages development of downstream plastic processing industry in order to
derive maximum benefits for the local population as also to ensure viability of the
Assam Gas Cracker Project (AGCP), being implemented by BCPL at Dibrugarh, Assam.

Hike in prices of natural gas

588. SHRISHYAMALCHAKRABORTY : Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:

(@)  whether it is a fact that Government is going to double the price of
domestically produced natural gas, a major input for the production of fertilizers and
power, from 4.2 dollars to 8 dollars per mmbt;



