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INDUSTRY (DR. EM. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): (a) India's trade deficit for the
month of September 2013 (US $ 6.8 billion) was the lowest in last two and half years.

{(Value in US § Billion)

Year  Apr May JTune July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar

2011 -13.1 -185 -144 -147 -152 -132 -176 -158 -146 -176 -149 -135

2012 -144 -174 -113 -176 -142 -172 -202 -171 -17.5 -18%9 -141 -10.4

2013 177 20 -122 -125 -106  -638

Source: DGCI&S

(b) and (¢) The import containment measures include raising of import duty on
Items such as gold, platinum and silver, LCD TV, etc. These along with increase in the

exports contributed to containment of trade deficit.
Long term vision on trade and commerce

638. SHRI ATAY SANCHETI: Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
be pleased to state:

(@) the long term vision of Government so far as trade and commerce is

concerned;

(b) the details of measures taken/proposed to be taken keeping in view the long

term vision; and
(c) what has been the response of private sector in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND
INDUSTRY (DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN): (a) and (b) The long term vision
of the government is to make India a major player in world trade by 2020 and assume

a significant role in international trade organizations.

The policy tools being adopted in this context are: the Strategy Paper focussing
on the targeted commodity and country wise strategy in the medium term and the

Strategic Plan/vision and the Foreign Trade Policy in the long run.

In view of the above mentioned vision, the Plan Schemes of Department of

Commerce have been accordingly formulated. These are:
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. Infrastructure for facilitating exports (ASIDE)
. Market Assistance Initiative (MAI)

. Increase competitiveness by covering export risks: Export Credit Guarantee
Corparation (ECGC), National Export Insurance Account (NEIA)

. Support to institutions for capacity building: Indian Institute of Foreign
Trade (IIFT), Centre for WTO Studies (CWTOS), Indian Institute of
Packaging (11P).

. Promote, Process & Generate livelihoods in the Agriculture, Marine and

Plantation sectors and skill development for exports: Agricultural Products
Export Development Authority {APEDA), Marine Products Export
Development Authority (MPEDA), Tea, Coffee, Rubber, Cashew, Spices
Board and Footwear Design and Development Institute (FDDI)

. Promotion of e-Governance and capacity development (DGFT (Directorate
General of Foreign Trade), DGCI&S (Directorate General of Commercial
Intelligence and Statistics), DGS&D (Directorate General of Supplies and

Disposal) procurement).

() Views of the Private Sector are incorporated through Stakeholder
consultations in the form of Board of Trade (BoT'), Export Promotion Board, Inter-State
Trade Council, Industry Chambers such as the Confederation of Indian Industry (CIT),
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCT), Associated
Chambers of Commeroe and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) and Federation of Indian
HEsport Organizations (FIEO), Commodity Boards and Export Promotion Councils, as well

as, sub-sectoral trade bodies.

Some of the issues' highlighted have been: infrastructural constraints, high
transaction costs, need for technology upgradation, shortage of skilled manpower,
rationalization of import duty on inputs/intermediate products for ensuring

competitiveness of domestic industry, etc.
NIMZs under NMP

639. SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T.: Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND
INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

{a) the aims and objectives of National Investment and Manufacturing Zones

(NIMZs) proposed under the recently unveiled National Manufacturing Policy (NMP);



