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Measures for farmers getting hetter price for their produnce

941. SHRI ATAY SANCHETT : Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) how Government is supporting farmers to enable them to get better price

for their produce and to avoid their exploitation from the middle men;

(b) whether these measures have helped farmers in getting better price for

their produce;
(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the details of post harvest and marketing facilities provided by

Government, especially so far farmers in Maharashtra are concerned?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR) : (a) to (d) To facilitate better price realization by the farmers,
reduce intermediaries and avoid exploitation by them a model Agricultural Froduce
Marketing (Development and Regulation) Act, 2003 was circulated for its adoption
by States/UTs. The model Act provides for direct purchase of agricultural produce
from farmers by processors/exporters/bulk buyers etc. direct sale of produce by the

farmers to consumers, contract farming, e-marketing etc. so as to reduce the role of
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intermediaries. Model Act also provides for rationalization of market fee, no
commission charges from agriculturist and payment to the farmers on the date of

sale itself.

Agriculture marketing being a State subject, State Governments provides
necessary post-harvest and marketing infrastructure in their States. With a view to
bring improvement in post-harvest and marketing infrastructure, reduce post-harvest
losses Central Government implements Scheme for Development/Strengthening of
Agricultural Marketing Infrastructure, Grading and Standardisation (AMIGS) and
Rural Godown Scheme (RGS). Under AMIGS, a total of 9134 post-harvest and
marketing infrastructure facilities of different types have been assisted in the
country since inception till June 2013 including 901 in Maharashtra. Under RGS
18041 rural godowns with a capacity of 24.46 million MT have been created
including 1999 in Maharashtra with capacity of 2.93 million MT for providing

scientific storage facilities to the farmers.
Promotion of organic farming

942. SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL : Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) the State-wise area of organic farming, in the country, for the past five

years, year-wise; and

(b) whether Government has any scheme to promote organic farming in the

country, if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) The information is available for past four years. State-wise area

under organic farming from 2009-10 to 2012-13 is given in Statement (See below).

() The Government is promoting organic farming through various schemes
like National Project on Organic Farming (NPOF), National Horticulture Mission
(NHM), Horticulture Mission for North East and Himalayan States (HMNEH),
National Project on Management of Soil Health and Fertility (NPMSH and F)
Rashtriva Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) and also Network Project on Organic Farming
of Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR).



