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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, the Long Title. There is one Amendment

(No.12) by Shri Tapan Kumar Sen. Are you moving it?

Long Title

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Sir, I move:

12. That at page 1, after the words “public servant” the words “and deemed

public servant” be inserted.

The question was put and the motion was negatived.

The Long Title was added to the Bill.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr. Minister. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: Sir, he has not moved a single Amendment that

has been circulated. We have wasted the stationery and we have wasted our time reading

it. But he has not moved them. So, let him not move the Bill as well.

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: I have moved the original Bill as passed by the

Lok Sabha. That is more important.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. Now, Mr. Minister.

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: Sir, I move: That the Bill be passed.

The question was put and the motion was adopted.

(v) The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (Amendment) Bill, 2014

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, the next item is the Narcotic Drugs

and Psychotropic Substances (Amendment) Bill, 2014. There is already consensus that

the Bill will be passed without discussion. But, there is a pre-agreement that Shri

V.P. Singh Badnore will be allowed to ask one or two questions.

Now, Shri Jesudasu Seelam to move.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE

(SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM): Sir, I beg to move:

“That the Bill further to amend the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances

Act, 1985, as passed by Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration.”

The question was proposed.
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SHRI V.P. SINGH BADNORE (Rajasthan): Sir, the NDPS Act, 1985, has been
in existence for the last more than 20 years. The Act had two amendments — one
in 1989 and the other one in 2001. And, now, the hon. Minister moved these
2-3 substantive amendments.

The first one I want to come to is this. Are the amendments you have moved
strong enough to make it effective? I am asking this because, today, you need deterrence
for drug peddlers. We all know what the drug peddlers are doing in schools to the
children. They are putting drugs such as hashish, cocaine and all those which come
out from the narcotic drugs. They are being habituated to it. And, Sir, all schools
have this problem today and we are trying to stop it. But, is the Act strong enough
to really stop this activity, because, you know, in Punjab and Goa where you have
tourist hubs, they are all there and it is on the rise? So, you don’t have strong enough
deterrence to stop it. So, it is a very important thing. You have brought these
amendments. But, I feel, they are not strong enough. You are having peddlers and
others. All this is on the rise. So, my first question is: Is this deterrent enough and
this Act strong enough to put a stop this? This is number one.

The second one is : I welcome the new move on morphine. Sir, today, only one
per cent of the advanced cancer patients are getting morphine and have access to
it. This Bill allows that these people who need it the most will get morphine. Sir,
there is no substitute for morphine for advance cancer patients.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You only put questions.

SHRI V.P. SINGH BADNORE: So, my question is: Today, there are three forms
that you have to fill-up. It is very difficult to get morphine and that is why only
one per cent of cancer patients have access to it. You are saying that you are going
to make it available easily. How are you going to make it available with all these
restrictions? This is number two.

The third thing is that it is a very welcome step and all mafia’s properties must
be seized, because that money is being used for terror also. So, that is also a welcome
step. But, these two points are the important ones that you must reply.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Kashyap, if you want you can put one question.
Is it one question or one minute?

SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR KASHYAP (Uttar Pradesh): I will put only one
question.
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[Shri Narendra Kumar Kashyap]

´ÖÆüÖê¤üµÖ, ´Öê¸üÖ ²ÖÆãüŸÖ Æüß ×ÃÖ´¯Ö»Ö ÃÖÖ ¯ÖÏ¿®Ö Æîü… µÖÆü ×²Ö»Ö •ÖÖê †´Öë›ü´Öë™ü Ûêú ×»Ö‹ †ÖµÖÖ Æîü, Æü´Ö ‡ÃÖÛêú

ÃÖ´Ö£ÖÔ®Ö ´Öë Æïü, »Öê×Ûú®Ö †Ö•Ö ³Öß ¯Öæ¸êü ¤êü¿Ö ´Öë »ÖÖêÝÖ ‡ÃÖ ×“Ö®ŸÖÖ ÛúÖê ´ÖÆüÃÖæÃÖ Ûú¸üŸÖê Æïü ×Ûú ›ÒüÝ•ÖÌ †Öî¸ü ®Ö¿Öß»Öß

¾ÖÃŸÖã‹Ó ¯Ö›ÌüÖêÃÖß ¤êü¿ÖÖë ÃÖê ŸÖÃÛú¸üß Ûêú •Ö×¸ü‹ Æü´ÖÖ¸êü ¤êü¿Ö ´Öë »ÖÖ‡Ô •ÖÖŸÖß Æïü †Öî¸ü ˆ®ÖÛúÖ ²Ö›Ìêü ¯Öî´ÖÖ®Öê ¯Ö¸ü ‡ÃŸÖê´ÖÖ»Ö

ÆüÖêŸÖÖ Æîü… ´Öï ¯ÖÓ•ÖÖ²Ö ÛúÖ ‡Ý•Öî´¯Ö»Ö ¤êüŸÖÖ ÆæÓü… ´ÖÆüÖê¤üµÖ, ¯ÖÓ•ÖÖ²Ö Ûêú †Ó¤ü¸ü »ÖÖÜÖÖë ®ÖÖî•Ö¾ÖÖ®Ö, »ÖÖÜÖÖë ‘Ö¸ü †Ö•Ö

ŸÖÃÛú¸üß Ûêú •Ö×¸ü‹ †Ö‹ Æãü‹ ®Ö¿Öß»Öê ¯Ö¤üÖ£ÖÖí Ûêú “Ö¯Öê™ü ´Öë †Ö ÝÖ‹ Æïü…

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Put your question.

ÁÖß ®Ö¸êü®¦ü Ûãú´ÖÖ¸ü Ûú¿µÖ¯Ö : ´Öê¸üÖ ÃÖ¾ÖÖ»Ö µÖÆü Æîü ×Ûú ŒµÖÖ ´ÖÓ¡Öß •Öß, ŒµÖÖ ÃÖ¸üÛúÖ¸ü ¯ÖÖ×ÛúÃŸÖÖ®Ö

†Öî¸ü †ÖÃÖ¯ÖÖÃÖ Ûêú ¤êü¿ÖÖë ÃÖê ŸÖÃÛú¸üß Ûêú •Ö×¸ü‹ †Ö®Öê ¾ÖÖ»Öê ®Ö¿Öß»Öê ¯Ö¤üÖ£ÖÖí ¯Ö¸ü ¯ÖÏ×ŸÖ²ÖÓ¬Ö »ÖÝÖÖ‹ÓÝÖê? ‡ÃÖê

ÛîúÃÖê ¸üÖêÛëúÝÖê †Öî¸ü ‡ÃÖ ¯Ö¸ü ÃÖ¸üÛúÖ¸ü Ûúß ŒµÖÖ µÖÖê•Ö®ÖÖ Æîü, µÖÆü ³Öß Ã¯ÖÂ™ü Ûú¸ëü…

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Shantaram Naik, you can put one question.

SHRI SHANTARAM NAIK (Goa): Sir, I am not putting it.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is all. Yes, Mr. Minister.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE
(SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM): Sir, I am grateful to the hon. Members who spoke
on this Bill. And, of course, many other hon. Members would also be wanting to
say something on very important amendments that we have brought in the Lok Sabha.
The Lok Sabha, in its wisdom, has accepted all those amendments. Sir, it is true that
from 1985, we made two important amendments. One mentioned by Shri V.P. Singh
about the punishment and about the forfeiture of property. But having seen the
implementation, we felt that much more stringent measures are required, especially,
as he mentioned, how this Act is going to be more effective in terms of stopping
the mafia and its activities. Basically, right now, the provisions are less stringent. That
is why the Standing Committee made several recommendations. This Bill was discussed
in the Standing Committee thrice, and all the recommendations made by the Standing
Committee were accepted. This Bill, as passed by the Lok Sabha, is now providing
for 20 years of rigorous imprisonment in case of trafficking.

Sir, the last amendment was made in 2001. It has a linkage to the amount of
drug trafficking and the punishment. But, now, we are making it more than one-and-
a-half times the proportion. So, the quantum of punishment is increased; the intensity,
including forfeiture of the property is there. Even the moneylenders who lend the money
for using it for drug trafficking are also traced, and they are also made punishable.
You said one thing. I agree with you that mere law will not stop any social evil.
It is the State Governments which administer these laws. I urge upon all the hon.
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Members to impress upon the State Governments to see that the law-enforcing officers
also take these measures very seriously.

Sir, as regards the availability of morphine, I agree with you that it used to be
a very difficult proposition to get morphine, which is the derivative of opium. Now,
we have introduced these amendments. I can read out what these amendments are.
The opium root was now replaced by the concentrated poppy straw which is subjected
to a process called solvent extraction, and we are getting the morphine. The availability
of morphine will relieve so much pain to cancer patients and patients of HIV AIDS.
Sir, I know, because of non-availability of morphine, only two hospitals, namely, AIIMS
and Safdarjung and some other hospitals in India...

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY (Andhra Pradesh): The manufacture of it
should be allowed.

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: I am coming to that. Because of this non-availability,
the stringent licensing procedures, I agree with you, the patients were suffering. Though
we are producing 90 per cent of morphine in the world, we are not able to make
it available. Now, with these amendments, at least, the availability would be more
than definitely 40 per cent. I think it is a great relief to the people who are suffering,
and I think it will also do a lot of good in the interest of the society and in the
interest of the beneficiaries. I am also saying that the farmers will also be benefited.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI V.P. SINGH BADNORE: But, Sir, poppy farming has been reduced. How
will the farmers be benefited? ...(Interruptions)... Poppy farming, in Rajasthan, has been
reduced. You have halved it. How will you be able to do this?

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Sir, the hon. Member must understand that there
is, what is called, the principle of balance. We need to grow the crop. But, at the
same time, we should also understand that while controlling the drug trafficking, we
should also make use of available...(Interruptions)... I am happy that he mentioned
about the composition. More than half of India’s population is vulnerable, I agree.
That is why we are taking stringent measures. As I said, law is law. It depends on
how effectively we use this for the good of the society. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The question is:

“That the Bill further to amend the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
Act, 1985, as passed by Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration.”

The motion was adopted.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, we shall take up Clause-by-Clause consideration
of the Bill.

Clauses 2 to 24 were added to the Bill.

Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title
were added to the Bill.

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Sir, I beg to move:

That the Bill be passed.

The question was put and the motion was adopted.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I thank all the Members for their cooperation. We
functioned very effectively for three days — today, yesterday and day before yesterday.
We have done a lot of work. I think, it goes to our credit. I should congratulate
all of you.

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Sir, you did not give me time yesterday. I would
have made a very, very good appeal to both the sides. The people of Andhra Pradesh
would have been very, very happy. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY (West Bengal): In connection with narcotics, please
don’t bring in the people of Andhra Pradesh. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. KARAN SINGH (NCT of Delhi): Sir, we also appreciate the way you have
run the House, particularly during the last three days.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Sir.

_________

SPECIAL MENTIONS

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: A number of Members were asking for making their
Special Mentions. Actually, they could not get this opportunity, so far, in this session.
...(Interruptions)... Yes, we lost both, the Question Hour as well as the Special Mentions.
Now, I am giving an opportunity to the hon. Members to lay their Special Members
on the Table of the House. I will read the names, those present can lay their Special
Mentions on the Table of the House.

Dr. Gyan Prakash Pilania — Not present. He is never absent. Perhaps, he did
not know that it would be allowed today.

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD (Bihar): Even if he is not present, you can
allow it. Be liberal today and allow it.
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