Written Answers to [20 FEB., 2014] Unstarred Questions 231
Steps for strengthening of Panchayats

2862. SHRI AJAY SANCHETI : Will the Minister of PANCHAYATI RAJ be

pleased to state :

(a) whether the Panchayati Raj institutes lack the capacity to design,

implement and monitor programme in rural areas, if so, the details thereof; and

(b) the steps taken to strengthen the capacity of the Panchayats in the

country?

THE MINISTER OF PANCHAYATT RAJ (SHRI V. KISHORE CHANDRA DEO) :
(a) and (b) Panchayats vary across States in terms of the capacity to design,
implement and monitor programmes depending on the extent of the devolution and
efforts at capacity building by the State. In order to strengthen Panchayats, a new
Centrally Sponsored Scheme Rajiv Gandhi Panchayat Sashaktikaran Abhiyan
(RGPSA) has been launched in the Twelfth Plan. RGPSA supports activities to
enhance the capacities of the Panchayats including administrative and technical
expertise and infrastructure for Gram Panchayats, capacity building and training, e-

enablement of Panchayats, support for Panchayat processes etc.

Status of implementation of the PRIS

12863.SHRI BHAGAT SINGH KOSHYARI : Will the Minister of PANCHAYATT
RAIJ be pleased to state :

(a)  the number of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) registered and working

in different parts of the country at present;

(b) whether Government has set up any monitoring units to review their

work;
(¢) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; and

(d) the steps taken/being taken by Government in order to improve the

working of PRIs in the country?

THE MINISTER OF PANCHAYATT RAT (SHRI V. KISHORE CHANDRA DEO) :
(a) Based on the information available so far, the number of Panchayats in the
country is 245654.

+Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



