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SHORT NOTICE QUESTION
Shortage of Godowns

2. SHRI PARASHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA Will the Minister of
CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state
the action taken by the Central Government in consultation with the State Government
on the fact that Food Corporation of India (FCI) is facing severe shortage of godowns
for various foodgrains as, it has been observed that during rainy season, foodgraing
are wasted and that the Central Government is going to implement the Food Security
Act.

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V THOMAS): A Statement is laid
on the Table of the House.

Statement

The total storage capacity available for storage of Central Food Stocks as on
31.12.2013 is 755.89 lakh MTs. The total food stocks on 31.12.2013 was 427.45 lakh
MTs. Thus, the storage capacity available is more than sufficient for storing Central

Food Stocks.

The total requirement of foodgrains for implementing the National Food Security
Act (NSFA) is estimated to be 612 lakh MTs. The available storage capacity is more
than what is required to stock foodgrains for implementing the NFSA. However,
augmentation of storage capacity is required in a few States for operational reasons
which is addressed through Private Entreprencurs Guarantee (PEG) Scheme and Plan
funds.

Thus, FCI is not facing any shortage of storage space for Central Pool Food Stocks.
Sometimes, due to increased arrivals of grains during the peak of the procurement
season, the Covered and Plinth (CAP) storage is resorted to as a temporary measure.
In this regard, all precautions are taken to ensure that there is no wastage of foodgrains

on account of rains.
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PROF. K.¥. THOMAS: Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, the Government of India through
FCI and the State Government agencies is procuring mainly wheat and rice. Wherever
the State Government wants to procure products like groundnut, we will help the State
Government. I have got the State-wise data of the storage capacity in every State,
including Gujarat. In Gujarat, the capacity owned by FCI is 5 lakh MTs. The percentage
of utilization is only 73 per cent. Hired capacity is 2.95 lakh MTs. The percentage
of utilization is 77 per cent. We have got CAP also. If the Gujarat Government wants
storage facility, it is available with us. Five years back, our storage capacity was to
the tune of 55 MTs, which we have increased up to 77 MTs. We have got plans
with the assistance of the State Governments, especially under the Private Entrepreneurs
Guarantee (PEG) Scheme and Silos, to construct another 20 to 25 MTs of storage
capacity. And we are in touch with all the State Governments. Whichever State
Government wants additional construction of godowns, especially in villages and taluks,
there are Central Government schemes which State Governments can make use of.
Regarding MSF, whenever the FCI takes over the foodgrains, we ensure that MSP

is given to farmers. Sir, the procurement is mainly done by State Governments.
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PROF. K. V. THOMAS: As I stated, in my reply to the earlier supplementary, the
Government of India is mainly procuring 90-95 per cent of wheat and rice. But where
the States want to procure, like, groundnuts, we will help them. Today itself I will
get in touch with the Gujarat Government. If there are problems, we will help them.
No doubt about that.

SHRI P. RAJEEVE: Sir, because of bad storage facility, it was reported that several
tonnes of rice got bumnt in the FCI godowns in Kerala. And the Supreme Court had
observed that foodgrains in godowns should be given to the poorest because of lack
of proper storage facilities. I would like to know whether the Government has taken
any decision to ensure it. Also, what are the reasons for rice getting burnt in the

Kerala godowns?

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: The occurrence of non-issuable or damaged foodgrains
with FCI is coming down every year in a dramatic manner. The damaged goods in
2000-01 was 1.82 lakh metric tons when we were handling about 80-85 million tonnes.
And when we look at the percentages, in 2007-08, the percentage was 0.10. Now
it has come down to 0.06. So, we are taking every action to bring down the damages.
In Kerala also, there have been some reports and actions have been taken. And,
in Kerala, we have got stocks for the next four months for procurement by the
PDS.

SHRI M. VENKATAH NAIDU: Sir, this 1s a very important question. I would
also like to remind the House and the Chair that during this entire Session, this is

the only question which has been put and which has been answered. Tt 1s unfortunate.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Rupala and Prof. Thomas got this special

privilege!

SHRI M. VENKATAH NAIDU: Sir, the storage capacity, according to the hon.
Minister 1s 755.89 lakh tonnes. I would like to know from the hon. Mimister what
the break-up of FCI, break-up of private and then the break-up of covered and non-
covered godowns is. I ask this because often it is said that most of it is non-covered
and, that is why, it is getting destroved and causing a huge loss to the exchequer.

This is part (i). Part (ii) of my supplementary is this. Is the Central Government trying
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to help State Governments to construct godowns in various District Headquarters with
some support to them by way of subsidy? Otherwise, when the rice of Punjab goes
to Andhra Pradesh, or Andhra rice going somewhere else, etc. we are wasting so much
money on transport. That being the case, in every District Headquarter, there has to
be storage facility. There should be a national policy on this. Is there any thinking

in the Government in this regard? Then, what is the break-up?

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Sir, there are storages covered and there are CAP storages.
But CAP storages are not unscientific. They are scientific, and this is especially so

for wheat. All over the world, wheat is kept in CAP storages.
SHRI M. VENKATAH NAIDU: Sir, what is the break-up?

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: T come to the break-up. All the States have given the
figures. T will give you the total figures.

Sir, the covered godowns owned by the FCI, as of now, is 130 lakh MT. The
hired one 1s 214.95 lakh MT. And, in the case of CAP 1t 1s 26.38 lakh MT owned
and hired 1s about 5.37 lakh MT. So, the total comes to 31.75 lakh MT. With
this, the FCI alone has got the storage capacity of 376.9 lakh MT. Then, we have
got the storage capacity with the State agencies. So, all put together, it comes to

75-77 million MT.

DR. BHARATKUMAR RAUT: Sir, as hon. Rupala has pointed out, it is a typical
babu-type Government reply. It does not reflect the sentiments behind asking the
question and the plight of the farmers on the one hand and the consumer on the other.
The hon. Minister said that there enough storage facility. I come from Maharashtra.
And, in Maharashtra, there have been news items appearing in newspapers that such
and such quantity of foodgrains have been rotten because they kept in the open place.
Sir, due to rain and dew, the foodgrains have been rotten and are not fit for human
consumption. Sir, [ would like to know from the hon. Minister whether the Government
1s holding itself responsible, or, it 15 pinning this responsibility on somebody for this
kind of State of affairs. It is all happening only because you don’t have the storage
capacity. It is not that you don’t have sufficient godowns. You have warehouses. But,
warehouses have been given to private parties or private manufacturers — [ can say
this with responsibility — to store beer bottles and liquor bottles! As a result, foodgrains
does have get place for their storage. You are saying that you have enough space.
Yes; technically your reply is correct. You have enough space. But, I would like to
know whether foodgrains are stored in covered godowns, or, are they kept in open

place and are rotten.
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PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Sir, T can assure the House that not a single godown of
the FCI is given to anybody to store any product other than foodgrains. I can assure
this to the House. If the hon. Member brings to my notice any storage godown where
liquor is stored, we will take the strongest action possible. It may be misunderstood.
The Central Warehousing Corporation may have such stocks. The CWC is not with
us; it not with the FCI. The Central Warehousing Corporation has different purpose.
Sometimes, the CWC might have used it. It is not the FCI. Sir, FCI is the main agency
to procure foodgrains and store it. And, in case any information the hon. Member

has, T request him to send me the same. I will take action

The information that has been given by me is after compiling the data. In every
State, there i1s an Advisory Committee. We have made all the operations transparent
with one of the senior-most Member of the Parliament of the State as the Chairman
of the Advisory Committee. There are representatives from the media. They can inspect.
And, T am getting the Inspection Reports. If you have got any complaint from any
State, you kindly let me know. We will take action. Sir, we have made all the operations
transparent. Sir, it is one of the major achievements of the FCI. We have — from
major damages and losses earlier — brought it down to 0.07 per cent. Tt is not a

small achievement of the FCIL

DR. K. P RAMALINGAM: Sir, the hon. Minister is misleading the House. I have

a question to ask.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. What can I do? No; please, take your seat.
I have requests for supplementaries from Shri Tapan Kumar Sen, Shri Gehlot, Shri
Avinash Khanna, Shrimati Vasanthi and others. But, there is restriction of only three
supplementaries. So, T am helpless... (Tnferruptions)... 1 see your enthusiasm for asking

supplementaries. If that is so, why should we do away with the Question Hour?

Now, who is benefited by doing away with the Question Hour? Actually, this is
the only time, one hour, which we get to make the Ministers accountable. And by
cancelling Question Hour, who are benefited? Find out. T am happy to see this interest.

Let us show this interest everyday during the Question Hour. ...(Tnterruptions)...
DR. K P RAMALINGAM: T understand the Chairman’s view. ... (Inferruptions)...
st aER O TEdl ;- WY, AW S U @ IMEdl faT ¥ (emeam)..

st weiler =7 fimm ;U3 899 o]l d¥E @ dol W | AU Sl Wdid gu
B Awr T ST L (cranr)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No; it 1s already Chairman’s direction. ...(Interruptions)...

I cannot... ... (Interruptions)...
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SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Sir, I totally agree with you, but since
Shrimati Stanley is retiring, at least, that consideration ought to be there. Some friends

from this side... ...(Interruptions)...
off wefler o7 fism - @2, o9 & fag dl &Y W & B € "hd 2| (=9um)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Deputy Leader and Misraji, see the point is,
it is the direction of the hon. Chairman that there will be only three supplementaries.
Can I violate that?

sft e =g TR : WY, HeH Bl AEA] I F A IWHL AAR S AT (Har).

DR. NAIMA A. HEPTULLA: Sir, as per the Constitution of India, when the
Chairman is not in the Chair.. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no; don’t bring in such things.

DR. NAIMA A HEPTULLA: Sir, you are in the Chair, you have..
-..(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Najmaji, please.
it a5 TIEET : WY, WA B WG P € A TEHL AR & RAT L. (aer). .

oft wefter o= fipm - WY, o & fad <1 2w §lel, 9@l wferm 21 (reem)...
Whatever you say, that will be the ruling. ...({Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no; don’t bring in such things. Don’t compel me.
sft OER IS TEAIT ;- WY, A 39 HA bl AR fad 21 (cmaum)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please don’t compel me.

SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Sir, please... ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please don’t compel me. ...(Interruptions)... You see,
I will give you another chance. Please don’t compel me now. ... (Interruptions)... Please

don’t compel me. ...(Interruptions)...

st uaR o5 eI ; WY, @R & g § HeRd s f (e emel $9
I @ M foT & (cmaem)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have all the support and sympathy with you, but
please don’t compel me. ...(Interruptions)... That is the standing instruction of the hon.
Chairman. T am not going to violate it. Please don’t compel me. ...(Interruptions)...
I have all sympathy and support with you. Let this be an initiative to ensure that

hereafter Question Hour will be there.



