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CALLING ATTENTION TO THE MATTER OF
URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Plight of stranded workers from India in Uraq and
Government’s response thereto

SHRIMATIT AMBIKA SONI (Punjab): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, I beg to call the
attention of the hon. Minister of External Affairs to the plight of stranded workers from
Iraq and Government’s response thereto. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Minister to make a statement. ...(/nterruptions)...
Please don’t do this. This is an important subject. ...(Inferruptions)... Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)... Why do you do this? ...({nferruptions)... Why do you do this?
...(Interruptions)... You lay your statement on the Table. ...(Interruptions)...

e w5t qan garft wRdlg et w3 (i e w@ren): g SThaTf
HI ...(IIET)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Either you lay it on the Table or you read it.
...(Interruptions)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned to meet at 2.00 p.m.

The House then adjourned at thirty minutes past twelve of the clock.

The House re-assembled at two of the clock,
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
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THE MINISTER OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT;, THE MINISTER OF HOUSING AND
URBAN POVERTY ALLEVIATION; AND THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS (SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU): The Minister is in the other House.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I am aware of that.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Rajeeve, I will allow you. Now the hon. Leader
of the Opposition has raised a point. But, as the House is aware, the Calling Attention
Motion is to be taken up at 12 o’ clock and disposed of by 1.00 p.m. That is the practice
and that is the way it is done. Now the hon. LOP, because of the importance of the
subject, which, I hope, everybody will agree to, has made a request that the Calling
Attention Motion, which we could not complete in the morning, should be continued
now. For that, I heard the LoP. I want the view of the House and I want one or two
people and the Government also to react. Then we will take the sense of the House
and proceed.

SHRI P. RAJEEVE: Sir,...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, what is it, Shri Rajecve?

SHRI P. RAJEEVE: I share the views expressed by hon. LoP. It is a very important
subject and we have another precedent. The Minister made a statement on my Calling
Attention three years back and due to disruptions, the House adjourned. Thereafter, the
then Chair allowed to discuss the Calling Attention after 2 o’ clock. Then we had the
precedent. I then request the Government, through the Chair, Sir, to take this Calling
Attention now itself and give an opportunity to seek clarifications.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, Shri Tyagi. Do you agree with this?

sft b3 @t (ER) : STawmfa aeiew, # s394 ff, a1 ufauer @ ), o= «ff
3R urfefameT bl ey | WY agree PRAT §1 U A W Ha H IE |aTel IATAT AT

SHRI D. P. TRIPATHI: Sir, I also associate with him.

SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: Sir, I also associate with Shri K. C. Tyagi.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay.

DR. V. MAITREYAN: Then it becomes a precedent in future also.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No.

DR. V. MAITREYAN: Then you should allow urgent matters. ...(Inferruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I would like to caution...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, a similar stand should be taken up for
other topics also.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. V. Maitreyan....(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: Sir, an issuc is important for some people and the same
issue may not be important for some others. Then I demand a discussion on Lankan

fishermen. The same issue...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. Maitreyan, listen to me. You please listen to me.
I have said that such a suggestion has come from hon. LoP. I said that I will take it up
only if there is a consensus in the House.

DR. V. MAITREYAN: I am not objecting to it at all. I only urge you ...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: This is not to be a precedent. This is not to be quoted
as a precedent. Yes, hon. Minister.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Hon. Deputy Chairman, Sir, I heard the hon. Leader
of the Opposition. The issue that was raised through a Calling Attention Motion was very
important. Keeping that in mind, the Government wanted to respond. But, unfortunately,
for a varicty of reasons we could not get an occasion to take up that issue. Finally, it
was taken up today. Sir, the Minister was there and she was willing to respond to that,
but, unfortunately, that could not happen. I do not want to get into that and make it a
controversial debate. The Government’s view is, in an extraordinary situation, particularly,
concerning people of Indian origin being held outside, efforts that are being made from
the Government and other agencies are very much needed and that we have a proper
discussion and a response from the Government on this issue. But the only thing is,
as I said in the beginning, this is an extraordinary situation. We should not make it a
precedent. Otherwise, every time something comes,...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: Extraordinary situation demands extraordinary treatment.
There can be many extraordinary situations. If that is the case we will have tomorrow
at 12 o’ clock....

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: That is your view. I am talking about the

Government’s view.

DR. V. MAITREYAN: Mr. Deputy Chairman, if this is a ruling, then, I want to
protest.

SHRI P. RAJEEVE: If you go through ‘Rajya Sabha at Work’, you can see...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, please sit down.
DR. V. MAITREYAN: I urge the Chair to say that this should not be a precedent.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: The Government is accepting this, not to treat this
as a precedent for future.

DR. V. MAITREYAN: We will urge....

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. Matreyan, I will meet your point.
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DR. V. MAITREYAN: Sir, it is because there will be many occasions which will be
of utmost importance to us. It may not be important to them. We are also the Members
of this House and we have earned our place here.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. Maitreyan, you please listen. The House is
supreme. | have not taken a decision myself. After the hon. LoP has raised.,....

DR. V. MAITREYAN: No, this should not be a precedent.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have left it to the House.

DR. V. MAITREYAN: I ask the LoP whether he will support us. On similar
occasions of an extraordinary nature, will the LoP support us?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. Maitreyan, nobody can give such a guarantee. It
should be decided then and there.

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD): If such
a situation arises, why not?

DR. V. MAITREYAN: That is what I am saying, don’t say that it will not be a
precedent.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What I said is, you know that the House is supreme.
I leave it to the House. Now, there is a consensus in the House that this should be
taken up. Nobody can take away the consensus of the House. Can I do that? But I said,
my permission is, it is not to be taken as a precedent. The House can always decide.
The House is supreme. I am a servant to the House. But, my permission should not be
quoted as precedent. That is what I said.

Now, the hon. Minister has already made a statement. I had requested her to lay it
on the Table. She had done that. I hope the statement is circulated. There is no need for
another statement. It is time for seeking clarifications. So, I am calling Shrimati Ambika
Soni. But, before that we should decide how much time can be allotted for this discussion.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Sir, one hour.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. One hour is allotted. It means, Shrimati Ambika
Soniji will be given five minutes and others will confine to three minutes each.

SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: Sir, three minutes is too little. ...(Inferruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. Only three minutes. Please, sit down. Your
name is not there. Why more time? Your name is not there in the list of speakers.
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SHRIMATT AMBIKA SONI: Thank you Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, for giving
us the opportunity of discussing this very important issue of citizens of Indian origin
being held captive in a friendly country. Despite great efforts made by the hon. Foreign
Minister herself personally, by her Ministry and the Embassy in Iraq, we are still stuck
at 40 people whose whereabouts no one has been able to say a single word.

Sir, I have with me here a reply given to a Starred Question in this House. I have
had the opportunity of reading the hon. Minister's reply in the Lok Sabha. I have also
gone through the statement made by the hon. Minister to this Calling Attention. Except
for the fact that 4,000 Indians have been repatriated -- now, it is 4,900 -- there is not a
word which is different in any of the three replies. This really makes one wonder where
the 'forward movement' is. I think, I have no hesitation in admitting that, maybe, Sushma
Swarajji knows better than most other people would about the condition of our people
there. She has also met family members a couple of times. What is the condition of
wives, mothers, children and other family members of these 40 young people mostly from
Punjab? There are one or two from other States also. Their family members are going
with photographs from pillar to post to all of us -- political representatives -- pleading
for help. What help they want, they don't know. All they want is their children back. I
spoke to a mother yesterday in Chandigarh. She told me that the last contact she had
with her son was on the 17th July, 2014. I have the name and Passport Numbers of all
these people. Her son was extremely agitated. He spoke that he nor the others do not
have papers or Passport or identification with any of them. They are living under absolute
sub-human conditions. Then, in an agitated manner, he said, 'Probably, I am talking to
you for the last time.' And the phone got disconnected. Now, let us just imagine how
these people are passing there day-after-day and it is going to be two months almost
on the 8th of August.

I feel, the hon. Minister, along with the Government of Kerala Mr. Oomman Chandi
worked in unison and were able to free 46 nurses who were held captive in Iraq there.
The entire Parliament -- Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha -- congratulated them for this united
effort. But, we should know what is happening with these 40 people.

Sir, I have a few questions. The hon. Minister knows that these people who go
out and seek work in all these countries, particularly in the West Asian countries, are
really eking out a hand-to-mouth existence. They go out with the hope that they would
be able to sustain their families. But, they are, firstly, cheated by unscrupulous travel
agents. They sell their lands. They mortgage their houses to go there. They have no other
way of sustaining themselves as they are economically weak. If whereabouts of these
people are not known, I would like to ask the hon. Minister, through you, what forward
movement has taken place. Have we been able to contact any of the travel agents who
were responsible for a large number of these people to leave about 10 months ago?
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[SHRIMATIT AMBIKA SONI]

Some of them left a year-and-a-half before. But, the majority of these forty mostly from
Punjab particularly went ten months ago. What has happened to those travel agents?
Are these captive people getting their money back? Are these travel agents paying their
money back? I have the names of some travel agents who, probably by the Ministry of
Indian Overseas Affairs, were blacklisted but are now operating from another country.
They have been given visas by this company which has employed these forty people,
mostly from Punjab; I go on repeating. But, Iraq government they gave them blank
visas for 600 people to recruit for this construction company. These Indians, who are
operating from a friendly country, have the liberty to recruit and have the confidence of
the construction company in Iraq, who had employed our citizens. Has any contact been
made with them? At least some kind of a bulletin by the spokesperson of the Ministry
of External Affairs should come out regularly. Since 17th July, when I mentioned about
this stared question in Rajya sabha, until today, not a word has come out about these
forty Indians.

Daily newspapers in Punjab do bring out some kind of story or other which they
get from somewhere. This morning’s newspaper talks about 46 people who have come
via Kuwait and they have given some very heart-rending stories about the treatment
they received. There have been other clippings from newspapers from Punjab, which
talk of some people who have sighted these forty Indians who are held captive. They
are supposed to be working like coolies carrying asla, arms, backwards and forwards.
If these stories are coming out, and when there is no contradiction, and when there is
no positive news alongside, then you can imagine how the people are feeling.

There is a country called Israel which is bombing schools, hospitals and arcas where
the civilian population lives because three of their nationals tourists were unfortunately
or accidentally killed. Ignoring world opinion, ignoring the U.N. Resolutions, they go
on bombing the Gaza strip! (7Time-bell rings) No, Sir, I am sorry, I can’t stop because
I have two-three other points to raise.

Here, we have forty people and we are not being able to reassure their families.
I asked the question about the travel agents. The name of the company is Tariq Noor
Udha and the proprictor’s name is Abu Abdullah, the man who can get from the Foreign
Office 600 visas at a time. Have we contacted him? His General Manager, who also has
a power of attorney for this company, who also lays down conditions of what pay they
are going to get, how long they are going to work, the conditions of work, etc. Have
we contacted them? I am sure we have. I am sure. But, something must come out so
that one will feel reassured. If these people have the contacts and the influence to get
so many blank visas, surely they can help us identify where these people are held. Sir,
there is another thing.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Your time is over.

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: Sir, never mind; we waited for one month. Two more

minutes, please.

I want to ask the hon. Minister, through you, Sir. What are the other countries
involved? Are there nationals of other countries involved in this? If there are, have we
made any common cause with them? I know, the hon. Minister invited Ambassadors
of West Asian countries. That was a good forward movement. But, it can’t rest over
there. There should be a flurry of activities. Our special envoys should be going to
Saudi Arabia. Our special envoys should be going to Iran. The American Secretary of
State was here. The Foreign Minister had some very important talk with him. I am glad
that she talked on one or two important subjects also, which came in the Press. Did
the Foreign Minister raise the issue of the Indians held captive in Iraq and could we
get some help from him?

You had been to Bangladesh. There were several Bangladesh workers working along
with these forty. They have been allowed to go back. Good for them. They have been
allowed to go back. But, have we talked to the Bangladesh authorities when the Foreign
Minister went there? Sir, I would also like to say that these people are in a very bad
economic condition. I know that the Foreign Minister replied that that is the job of the
State Government to look after their rehabilitation. It is true. But the State Government,
in my State of Punjab, is part of the Union Government. I want to tell you, Sir, that they
promised to give, at least, ¥ 20,000 a month, to all those families whose children have
not yet come back. Some of them have been given, but many have not been given. It
is two months since that promise was made. Sir, ¥ 20,000 per month was promised; it
was not a one-time payment. Sir, I want to know from the hon. Minister as to what is
being done for these people to pay back loans. The Foreign Minister has set up a very
big Crisis Management Group and I compliment her for that. But more than that, has
she thought of setting up a special group under the Overseas Indian Ministry, which
will look after the affairs of Indians working abroad, study the contracts under which
they go, keep in touch with the agencies which send them there, and every two or three
months, have a visit to those camps where these people are virtually kept as prisoners
in the constructions sites or wherever? That would, at least, put...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Ambikaji, please cooperate.

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: Sir, I hardly speak. So, I would like to know if she
considers putting up, on a permanent basis, a group which would look after just the
Indians working in all these countries and the conditions they are working under and
to see to it that their contracts are fulfilled.
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Sir, I also know that because of the advisories issued by the Foreign Office, lots of
Indians have come back. ...(7ime-bell rings)... They have lost their means of livelihood.
Is it possible for this special group, if it is set up, and in the absence of this group,
the Embassy, to take care of them in other adjoining countries? Can these people be
accommodated in other adjoining countries, instead of being sent back, so that they can
carry on their profession?

Sir, there is a very important thing which I would like to mention. In answer to a
question on 22nd of this month, where an hon. Member of Parliament had asked, ‘how
many Indians are in foreign country jails?” A very detailed answer was given. But the
name of Iraq was not mentioned. Sir, I have details with me that for the last two-and-
a-half years, six Indians, at least, I know of these six boys who are from Punjab, are in
an Iraqi prison. Sir, they are there for the last two-and-a-half years. I have their names
and their passport numbers with me. This issue has also to be dealt with as a separate
question because this information was not given in answer to a starred question, but I
would like to ask of the hon. Minister as to why we are not getting, at least, these six
Indians released. Thank you, Sir.

SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI (Tamil Nadu): Sir, a major offensive in Northern Iraq
against the Iraqi Government started on 8th June, but the Ministry issued its first travel
advisory only on 15th of June. I would like to know as to why this delay was.

Sir, the Ministry also advised Indian nationals to leave Iraq by commercial means.
However, this might not be possible for many of the workers as their passports are
already confiscated by their employers and they lack the means to buy a ticket to come
back. So, without any support, the Government has asked these people to come back
on their own. It is not possible for many of the people employed in other countries to
do so. We all are aware of the way they are treated, the way they are employed and
the way they have to live over there. They are practically treated like slaves in many
countries. According to the Government estimates, 22,000 Indians were in Iraq at the
onset of this conflict. The actual numbers must be definitely more than this because
we know that many workers migrate to these countries illegally and they do not have
all the required papers with them. So, there must be many more people stranded over
there. I want to know whether the Government is aware of the number of people who
have actually been stranded there. Of course, this issue was also raised here. I would
like to know as to what has happened to 41 Indian nationals who have been taken as
captives by an unidentified group. What has become their state?

Sir, in response to a question raised by me on 24th July, 2014, the Minister has
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given the following answer. "During the last three years, 751 complaints against illegal
agents were received in the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs. However, prosecution
sanction has been sought only in 30 cases." Why is this happening?

According to a survey conducted by the Centre for Development Studies in
Trivandrum, only 8 per cent of the return migrants had been migrated through certified
recruiting agents. We understand that more than half of the migrants who go to other
countries are actually going through these illegal agents. A lot of these people pledge
their only house that they have or all their lifetime savings in order to go and work over
there through these illegal agents who do not take any responsibility for them. We have
all come across many cases when the workers go there, their passports are taken away.
They do not come back. They do not have proper job. They do not have places to stay
which are clean and hygienic. Like sardines they are packed into a small room where
eight to ten people have to stay. It is absolutely inhuman condition which they live in.
So, what is the Government actually planning to do on a long-term basis to stop all this
and actually make it more legal and better for the workers who go to other countries
and protect them from illegal agents? In the answer given, the Government itself has
admitted that only 30 cases were sanctioned for prosecution out of 750 complaints
against these illegal agents.

One more important thing that I would like to raise is that on June 2, 2014, Rev
Alexis Prem Kumar, a Catholic priest from Tamil Nadu was abducted in Afghanistan.
The Government has failed to secure his release even after two months. We would
like to know what has happened and if the Government has any information about this
person. What are they doing to get him back? Thank you, Sir.

SHRI P. RAJEEVE (Kerala): Sir, it is a very serious issue. I share the views
expressed by my senior Member of Parliament, Ambika Soniji. I come from the State
of Kerala. One-fourth of our State's domestic product is contributed by the non-resident
Keralites. Hundreds of nurses are working in Iraq. Lakhs of people are working in Gulf
countrics. We met the External Affairs Minister, I think, on June 23. I myself and the
leader of CPI (M) in Lok Sabha, Shri Karunakaran, met the Minister and submitted a
detailed memorandum. She took it very seriously. But even till today we have not got any
written reply from the Minister with regard to the action taken by the Ministry. I think
we were the first delegation. The Minister told us directly, "You are the first delegation
who has come personally to us." But up till today, we have not got any written reply
with regard to the steps taken and the other details in this connection.

Sir, as per this reply, 'an estimated 22,000 Indians were in Iraq'. Actually, we do not
have the actual figures as to how many numbers are working in Iraq and other countries.
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Is the Government thinking of making any changes in the immigration laws? Actually,

there was a serious demand because this is an outdated immigration law. It should be
looked into and amended to address the objective realities prevailing in the world today.
Is the Government ready for that? This is one query, Sir.

As per this report, it is true that 46 nurses working in a local hospital in the
city of Tikrit were taken to Mosul. The Government has taken a very good initiative
and did a very good work. But as per the media report, a Malayali businessman had
coordination with the Kerala Government and they did all these things and the Ministry
was only providing aircraft and other facilities for doing it. That was the initiative of
the Government of Kerala and the Malayali businessman because still another 41 Indian
nationals working in a construction company in Mosul, who were taken captive by an
unidentified group, we are not aware about their status. They are comparing this with it.
It has happened because of this businessman and the initiative taken by the Government
of Kerala and not by the Government of India. I want to know what is the actual position
in this regard. Then, as hon. Member Shrimati Kanimozhi said, some sponsors are not
ready to give back their passports. These are under their custody. What steps has our
embassy taken in this regard? Our embassy, in Iraq, actually is not having sufficient
staff. Have you deployed sufficient staff there to deal with the situation? What steps
have been taken by the Ministry to evacuate all the Indians, working in Iraq at different
places? Of course, some places are not facing any problems. But anything can happen
any day. So, what steps have been taken by the Government to evacuate all the Indians
there? Are you contemplating to give free air tickets or providing free chartered Air
India flights for the purpose of evacuating Indian citizens from Iraq?

Then, what are your plans regarding rehabilitation? It is a very serious issue. Many
of them have taken lakhs of rupees as Education Loans. They have to pay back their
loan, with interest. But they are in the trap. What steps are you contemplating for their
rehabilitation?

Then, another important issue. One Malyali died in Libya, yesterday. And, two
Malyalis died in Afghanistan. Such serious things have happened because there is
serious dilution of our Foreign Policy. Actually they are following a dual Foreign Policy.
Smt. Ambika Soni correctly mentioned that for Gaza we fought maximum to get an
opportunity to discuss the issue in this House (7ime-bell rings) but the Government
is not ready to condemn that issue. But in the BRIC countries, the Prime Minister
was a signatory and the UNHRC specifically stated the name of Israel. The Council
strongly condemns the failure of Isracl. And, India voted in favour of that. But the
Government is not ready to condemn. It is a dual Foreign Policy of the Government.
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...(Time-bell rings)... Just last point. Actually the Foreign Policy is just the extension
of Government's domestic policy. The domestic policy is to protect the interests of the
Indian citizens who are working abroad, but we are following a policy that is hostile
to the Arab countries. And, we are in trouble. I would like to request the Government
to revisit their policies. Are you ready to condemn this attack on Gaza by Isracl? With
these words, I conclude, Sir.

sft Te1 IETeE (SR wREN): A fagwr JE Sft, # smuy oSt et o 7 g,
ST 39 59 a8 | 337 9 THH 9T B arod | 3y il il fe § qure < <an
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faeg o= B W1 B ..(qEE)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Nareslyi, it is not a discussion on foreign affairs.
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SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY (West Bengal): Sir, the first question I would like
to ask is: What is the total number of Indians stranded in Iraq? There are conflicting
numbers. It is good that about 4,900 Indians have been assisted to come back, but out of
how many? It is important to know that. I shall be extremely happy if the Government
could give an answer to this.
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Secondly, Sir, there are construction labourers from Murshidabad, Malda, North
Dinajpur, Nadia and North 24 Parganas districts of West Bengal in Iraq. In fact, according
to the latest information that I have, most of the family members are not in touch with
those who have gone abroad. In fact, they are in an absolute misery to know what has
happened to them. So, I would like the Government to take measures to bring those
4,900 Indians back. What will happen to the rest? Many of them do not have their
passports with them because the agents keep the passports with them. Many of them do
not have money with them, because it is the agents who pay the money to take them
there and also to bring them back. So, they are just stranded like beggars in a foreign
country. Sir, I would urge, through you, to the Government to bring them back with an
appropriate financial help, so that they reach their near and dear ones. We are deeply
concerned, particularly, about the construction labourers. They have gone not only to
earn their living, that they have done, but they have also done many things for the other
country. Iraq Railways would not have run but for the Indian Railway workers. The
Iraq Roadways would not have been there but for the Indian construction workers. So,
it is not that they go there only to earn, but they are also contributing to their welfare.
So, I would request the Government to take the matter very seriously, which they have
done, and bring back all the Indians who want to come back. Thank you.

SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, there are several lakhs of Indian workers working
in Middle East as well as in North Africa. It is their foreign exchange remittances which
is keeping Indian economy going in to an extent. Unfortunately, after the war broke out
in Iraq, many of them are to be repatriated. Now, I would like to ask the Government
— based on her statement — certain questions and seek the Government’s response also.

One is, the plight of the returnees is quite miserable. I would like to ask the
Government whether the Government will consider giving some ex gratia financial relief
to all such workers who were repatriated midway through their contracts. Such workers
who are in war zones and who have to return — maybe, against their will also in some
cases — must be given financial compensation. This is number one.

Number two, whether the Government will consider giving insurance cover to all
Indian workers who face such unusual and cruel situations in their lives. There is no
such insurance scheme for Indian workers. Everything goes very casual and ad hoc Will
the Government consider this issue?

Thirdly, the Government and the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs must keep in
contact with such returnees and, in fact, find employment and placements for them or
see if there is any possibility of it because they have come. But once peace returns to
that region, peace returns to Iraq or West Asia, whether the Government will help the
returnees to find the jobs and placements when there is a possibility. Nothing of this
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nature has been thought of. But the Government will have to apply its mind. You have

repatriated but what happens to their life in the coming days? How will they take care
of their living? So, this is one issue which the Government should consider.

Sir, I understand that the Government tries its best to repatriate the workers but
still there are people who are yet to be repatriated, safeguarded. The Government will
have to take care of this.

Finally, Sir, I also join Shrimati Kanimozhi on one issue, that is, on the issue of
Father Alexis Prem Kumar from Tamil Nadu. He was abducted in Afghanistan, not
in Iraq. He was abducted in Afghanistan on 2nd June, 2014. I understand the family
of Father Alexis Prem Kumar met the External Affairs Minister and they have made
the representation also. I do not know what is happening in this case, whether the
Government was able to or has been able to find some breakthrough to find out where
he is and what efforts the Government is making to get back Father Prem Kumar. I
think, it is not a question of whether he belongs to this State or that State. But he is an
Indian, a Catholic Father who has gone there on some humanitarian work, and he has
been abducted in Afghanistan. Now it is the responsibility of the Government to see
what best efforts it can make to trace him and get him back.

So, I hope the External Affairs Minister will respond to some of these issues.
Thank you.
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* Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Put the question. %2 {%QI Put the question.
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You are not asking questions and you are delaying.

SHRI K.C. TYAGI: But, Sir, this is the present position of West Asia.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: See, I have names of a dozen more Members. Please

sit down.
sft BN wrh : WR, s T Iga & a2
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I know. I have to manage the time.
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TEt STTHR S ITHT IS ST B fordnl @ N7 981 dies e B ave B PR B &l

it Sgguafy : @l S, wiST e S1RTT I am unable to control, what can I do?

st B3 @l W=, R/ AT FEA 2 5 o9 T AHR ufved RRm & I F o
Hiftr Toee T B IR TR 3R TS SR TUHH I ©, S HE T8l B,

sft SUqumafa : 3T A |9 914 99 R |

sft $. @rht: 99 9% 7 987 9 FASIGRT & AU A BT FAEGAT , T AQ1 B M
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri D.P. Tripathi. See, the names, which

were included in the notice, are over. Now, I am allowing some more Members

because the subject is very important. So, I will give each Member only two minutes.
...(Interruptions)... 1 have said that I am allowing but I will give only two minutes to
each Member. That’s all.

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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sft St f. Brordt (AERT): WR, 59 9 3r<e1 g1 % 3y €% € 7 31 The subject
is very important. Sir, I have always obeyed your orders. But, I am sorry to say that
anyone, who follows discipline and dignity, is not allowed even two sentences to speak
when he raises his or her hand in this august House. I want to put this on record. I
will follow your orders.

Sir, the matter is very important. This is the Calling Attention on the plight of Indians
stranded in Iraq raised by the hon. Member, Shrimati Ambika Soni. The condition in
Iraq, is very complicated because the number of people stranded is not exactly available
with the Government or with the Ministry of External Affairs. This is not their fault. I
am not criticizing the Government or the Minister of External Affairs. As a matter of
fact, they should be congratulated for the hard work and the continuous attention that
they have given to the problems of trapped Indian nationals in Iraq, Libya, Syria and
everywhere. And, I am not saying this; the hon. Chief Minister of Kerala, Mr. Oommen
Chandy, has said that the External Affairs Minister, Mrs. Sushma Swaraj, was available
to him at 2.00 am. and 3.00 am. on the problems of the nurses stranded there. This
kind of concentration for helping the Indian nationals is really admirable. The number
of Indian nationals, as I said, stranded in Iraq is a big problem because many of them
have gone illegally, as Mr. K.C.Tyagi was pointing out, through the manpower agencies
via Dubai. They are not listed by our Missions either. This is the problem.

Secondly, the point, which has not been mentioned by any hon. Member here, is
about hundreds of Shias who are living in Najaf and Karbala. It is considered most pious
for Shia Muslims to be buried in Karbala. One of the members of the Nawab Rampur
family was also buried in Karbala. I know this personally. So, that is the problem.

Then, I talked to some office bearers of the Punjabi Welfare Society, Kuwait. There
are 55 Punjabi youth who are trapped in Iraq who have no passports, no documents and
no money. The local people are asking for 25,000 dollars per person to repatriate them
to India or allow them to travel to India. This is a big problem. The Punjabi Welfare
Association, Kuwait has collected funds and they want to help them.

Next problem is, Libya. Syria, of course, you all know; I am not going into that.
The Government is aware of it and the House has discussed this. Hon. Leader of the
Opposition, while participating in the debate on West Asia, had elaborately explained the
situation there. (7ime-bell-rings) Sir, give me one minute more. In Libya, roughly the
number of trapped people was 18,000. Our Government is making all efforts to bring
those Indians to the borders of Tunisia, and, from there, get them back to the country.

Now, I come to the final point of why this is happening in West Asia, in Iraq, Libya,
Syria, and, Gaza, which was mentioned by hon. Member, Ambikaji. This is because our
consistent policy has been to make the West Asia the 'Best Asia'. This has been India's
policy. (Time-bell rings)
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. That's all.

SHRI D.P. TRIPATHI: No, no. Sir. Let me say something. Sir, the big powers and

Israel are determined to make the West Asia as 'Waste Asia'. This is the problem.

Finally, Sir, while concluding, I will quote the great Palestinian poet, Mahmoud
Darwish, who was great interpreter of exile captivity and helplessness and atrocities
against the people, who used the vocabulary of pain and struggle. He says, "Sister,
there are tears in my throat and there is fire in my eyes." (7ime-bell rings) Let me

complete, Sir.

Mahmoud Darwish is a great Palestinian poet. Don't dishonor his poems.
...(Interruptions)... He says, "Sister, there are tears in my throat and there is fire in my
eyes, I am free. No more shall I protest at the Sultan's Gate. All who have died, all who
shall die at the Gate of Day, have embraced me, have made of me a weapon." This is

from a Diary of a Palestinian Wound'.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. Now, you please conclude.
SHRI D.P. TRIPATHI: And, remember ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, you please sit down.

SHRI D. P. TRIPATHI: And, remember, hon. Members of this House, those who
make weapon of a man are real heroes ...(7Time-bell rings)... Therefore, the attack by
Isracl on Gaza, which is causing turmoil in the entirc West Asia, will be fought, and,

finally, a few lines from Faiz:

"o S R ol gl o W g BT W,
TAEABIIT & TET 3RS el BT FeH|
A araT A 51 Ua werwdl a/aTs,

A AT A fpy frd wordl amarg ™

gqral

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Tripathiji, I agree that very precious words are coming
out from the mouth of hon. Members. But time-constraint is there. I am not able to go
and pick them up. What do I do? One hour is already over. I have, at least, more than
seven or eight names. The point is that I received all these names only later. I am ready
to cooperate but my request is to please adhere to the limit of two minutes. I am ready
to allow everybody but please cooperate with me. Now, Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi.
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3.00 p.m.
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B IASTIR 3d 8, I AN A 375 STRACH DI A0 Feot | of 3@ 8, gafoy d asf
a0 AT Ared g W) T 31 U1 ¥E 1 S fore ey drer ofi) A faeer |3
St I JRT PR IR § 2 gETel

FTransliteration in Urdu script.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, I want to take the sense of the House.

We can extend the time. There is no other way.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Discussion on the Ministry of Power will be the
casualty. You should be aware of that. Now, Shri Brajesh Pathak. Not there. Shri Baishnab
Parida. You have only two minutes.

SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA (Odisha): Thank you, Sir, for allowing me to speak

FTransliteration in Urdu script.
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a few words. Many Indians are stranded in the West Asian countries. It is a matter of
great concern for our people and for us also. First of all, I appreciate the efforts which
have been made particularly by the Foreign Minister to bring back the Indians from
those troubled countries. But there are certain things which the people of this country
want to know. How many Indians are still stranded there in the West Asian countries,
particularly in Iraq, Libya and other countries? The second thing is, those who are
coming back must be properly rehabilitated and compensated. The third thing is, the
travel agents, those who have taken them to these countries, must be dealt with so that
in future sending the Indians in this manner to these countries should not take place.
Another thing which is apprehending us is, it is not clear how long it will take to settle
the situation there. Keeping in view the India's relation and its trade, particularly oil,
gas and other things, with those countries, our attitude towards those countries should
be very clear. The people of our country want to know these things, Sir. Special envoys
should be sent to those countries to find out who are stranded where and how they are
living there. Recently, we read in some newspapers that in Saudi Arabia Indians were
kept in toilets and tortured. We are not in a position to provide employment to everybody
in our country. They are going to work in those countries and sending money to our
people and our country. Indians should live there in dignity. That is the duty of our
Government. My request to the Government is this.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Put your question and sit down.

SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: The Government should be very clear in its attitude
towards West Asian countries where our people, who are stranded there, are suffering.
Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Mohammed Adeeb. He is not there. Shri Rajeev
Shukla.

sft Tt gqeret (FERTSY): W=, AT ST 7 gaed H9 gR1 Ul 3R 39 I8 91 W
TE & 5 S ARG 9 41 IR €, S 9 31 U9 9 €, $© fead 9 €, oo f9ER
A % IR PO I & A R 9 8, I Slae &I 1 g3l 2 U A1 I8 WD Bl
S fob 9 f7a1 € 1 121 € 2 5N 9 IE © 16 O avE o sl Reard g =y
o1, foah 89 S=iig oft Sam savoidt Reura 721 gam ag @i 21 gar, SH$ RO
TR fY 3T TeTer STfervl ™Y <fist I7 & b 5999 dver e 3 e aarar fewrs,
I TR RIS o9 WRBR 1 8] @s| Y TRER Bl aois I YR 9 a8
H MRA # A1 H ATy I ATEdl § I veadRRE aficfhae g fae wg €
S IMMATdT SAH! Igd Heldl T81 W q1a! &1 TaadiRAd afcfrde, dadl SHa) v
SIRTST 81, 39d folU IRBR RIT HeH ST W 8 ?

ST oTRT a8 | 9199 371 32 B, R S fov &Iy Refaferess Mum wRer a1 &)
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. All right.
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SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR (Karnataka): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, on
July 4th, the extremist group, ISIS, released 46 Indian nurses after one week of captivity.
While this represented the end of the ordeal for 46 Indian nurses and subsequently,
five thousand other Indians, it has put the spotlight firmly on the condition of Indian
labourers working in the Middle-East and the lack of institutional support that they get

from the Government.

Sir, as my colleagues have said, there are over 70 lakh Indians in the Middle-East,
remitting close to 30 billion US dollars. This is a significant amount and in today’s
globalized world, we must not stop our citizens from following whatever path they want
to realise their dreams. But, Sir, the Middle-East dream must not become an Indian
nightmare. As per media reports, several employers in these countries are forcing Indian
employees and labourers to live under harsh, cruel, and sometimes, inhuman conditions.
It is reported that in one country alone, in two years, as many as 500 workers have
died and the Indian Embassy has not shared the details of these deaths or whether the

victims’ families have received compensation.

Sir, every Indian, rich or poor, is a son or a daughter of India and it is the duty
of the Government of India to ensure his or her safety. Therefore, Sir, in the interest
of thousands of Indian employees and labourers in the Middle-East countries, I would
urge upon Sushmaji and the Government to adopt a three-pronged framework to ensure
safety of our fellow citizens. First, there should be a better location accounting of all the
Indians working in the Middle-East. Second, as Avinashji said, there should be stronger
regulation of these employment agencies. Third, I would urge for bilateral treaties with
the Gulf countries for safety, to protect and guarantee safety of our fellow citizens,
including the Gulf Cooperation Council. Thank you, Sir.
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SHRI MANI SHANKAR AIYAR (Nominated): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, I would
like to know whether the Government recognises that it is only because of the huge

reservoir of goodwill built up over the last seven decades with all West Asian and
North African countries, Monarchist or Republican, Revolutionary or Islamist to which
Dr. Najma Heptulla , the Minister of Minority Affairs, has been witness and was one
of the most articulate exponents, when she was on our side? I would also like to know
whether they understand that it is because of this huge reservoir of goodwill that we
were able to secure massive West Asian support in rescuing not only our 46 nurses from
Mosul, but also those Indians who were held up against their will in the Iran-Iraq War
of the 1980s, the First Gulf War of 1999, the Second Gulf War of the carly years of
this decade, as also in Lebanon, Egypt, Tunisia and above all Libya. And do they accept
this? Therefore, do they understand that to retain and further build up on the accumulated
goodwill our new Government would have to give priority to our political and diplomatic
relations with all West Asian and North African countries that has not been in evidence
ever since the President's Address completely ignored the West Asian Region? In this
regard, whether the Government understands that it is the issue of Palestine that united
all Arab countrics whatever their differences are, and who have never forgotten the
contribution of India to the Palestine cause from Jawaharlal Nehru, to Indira Gandhi, to
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Rajiv Gandhi down to the 21st century. But now I am getting extremely concerned as
the new Government's foot is dragging which is putting our friendship with the Arabs in
jeopardy and thereby jeopardising now and in future the millions of Indian workers who
are working in the most turbulent region of the world. Is it not that this that accounts
for the initial success we had with the nurses when the Arabs believed that the new
Government would maintain continuity in our Palestine policy? With regard to these
40 or so Punjabi workers who are not being released is it because the Government has
failed to inspire confidence in the Arab world on the Palestinian policy from what it
used to be. I would like the Government to answer all these four questions.
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people have no communication...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Put your question.
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telling what is the position every day till the last Indian is rescued. Secondly, please
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SHRI NARESH GUJRAL (Punjab): Sir, Shrimati Ambika Soni has raised this issue
today, which is causing a lot of disquiet in Punjab because there is no information about
the forty of our boys, who have been captured there for the last many weeks. At the
same time, I would like to thank and express the gratitude on behalf of the Government
of Punjab and the people of Punjab to the hon. Minister, Shrimati Sushma Swaraj. She
has met the families more than three times. She has been encouraging them. She has
been giving them hope and information. I am sure with her perseverance, very soon,
we will be able to get our boys home. But the broader point is, as many of my friends
said, there are more than seven million people working abroad and many of them are
being exploited. So, I feel it is high time that the Government of India took two or three
steps. First, Grievance and Assistance Cells should be set up in every Embassy abroad
which should be manned by a large number of our officers, including a legal cell, so
that those of our countrymen who are caught there or are being exploited, can get some
help immediately. Secondly, this House will have to debate that stringent laws need to
be enacted to punish these middlemen, touts or the so-called employment agents who
are leading our young boys astray. No.3 is, as Mr. Raja Said, some kind of insurance
is required. So, I would suggest that the Government creates a kind of sinking fund
where every person, who is going abroad, contributes, maybe, 5 dollars or 10 dollars
a month, and the money goes into that sinking fund. Then that fund can be utilized to
help those who are in distress. Thank you.

sft srfeaft HoR (9T SUWTART ST, S1TST B9 e |HE U d9gd B R FET
3 &, o wR & e A =l B < 21 gEAr Sff 7 31U o | g6 $s 91 9dTs 2
STEl % AXBR DI UsAHeH! Bl FaTd ©, STai-oigl 41 89N Bl gU WRAdIRial &1 984
foreh 2, SueT &9 auds a2 dfes Jara 39 919 &1 § 6 R A de w8 2

T U8 A1H ¥ % 22,000 § ¥ H9 5,000 AW BT 19 31 H A wErIT 4 €,
TR qraB! ST ART 981 ¥ €, I qdlfedd MU qaded H Hig =di 7g] 21 - Rich
41 A & IR F 919 B 2, H & 31 AR 099 9 7, et 9 # aar g1 uee | o
Tgd 9 URaR €, S g &1 g B, AR B AT B I 8, ofdd 95 9 TH ANT
ff €, R ==t smues starg # 7 2, S 98 IR-FA {F | T 8, TR R g
SHBT IO B B, ST IS § §H SHABT &M B folv w1 B A, 39 19 Aol b
IR 9 o} 3mueY A AT B

# MU A9 waTd Yedl dredl gl Usdl 9aTd I8 § [ T AU o d Plg
U1 & 9911 ©, oAt B9 el @ fagueia | Wi vaerd B 31 @vE o B
b ? S8l AP IR< TR B [T 8, A1 I8 b 39 I ard 2, e 1 919 2,
A BT 91 2, WRAT B 919 2, R WIS 9 B A1 ©, 56l (U b aredl | 95
oo RAfT ST 81 I8 81 ¥ IR Pad b usel IR F 1 g9 Ardl AN B
mass evacuation &1 2| 3T BH IS 91T ST VT & fob IRIS 319 mass evacuation ST
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TE B b, TG Frat doft | ISIS ardli 7 59t by, I foredt &1 argAr 2 7k
oAT| AT 37T aTel FHA | T AU AR W 9 A8 B scforord AT d Fb, drfd
TH®G] Ul | Ul 81 3R & 319+ T B mass evacuation B Tdb ? T AR HRAATRIAT
@1 g8f | feTat 7S wad, Fifd 9gd I8 UH TR foreign exchange remittance 31 T&T
21 S7% IRAR g8 Y& ol dfe 3R &9 Uit iR ToiTd Iomifd | SR S B 91d
B, d1 I8 <2 b foy agd frea 1 fawz 8

3MI gy H b 914 3R el s b 87 [T a1 ®, I WY 6T 1 Jrem
T Tl ST U YiEwd I8 © % vk wer {599 a9 a2 &€ € 7 |1 89 3RS o
B eIRT A 19 FR T2 B AT JUA B el i ATSSIT @ 91 #R I €2 'eal
3RT & 1Y W IR W IR Igd 320 T4 ¢ AR T 59 sl H 9gd A%
A €, 991 ST 91 BI R € ? 95 | HEM U P BicA 6, [ A1 BHN 370
Rt &1, 71 37 QNN @ a1 81 7S © 2 71 I < | 91 81 W@ ©, Sl 9gd 99 T
TR ISIS dTell Pt WTsdT HIST B 2 82 9 AN & AU 919 P ol 89 Bl arfe
UghEH! BY UIY|

# U J I AT i o el §, IS A aTel GH H 39 avs ol fRafaal
A S F forg gAY urifT @ B, s9d forg as 9gd SNl BT

3MRER | # MU AT I He1 A {6 79 T8 1 gaqed A+ ole |91 4 o,
HF-BIG TE! gaTed ATa A5t H SEAT S W G & I 7Sl H, ST B 3o
HTT fob MU g1 gdded! B, IHd drav[e (RIfT a8l &1 a8] 81 §9RI dART 98f B
BT &1 el 91 &1 §, 9% Q¥ S AR QI NS | 81 3 Fb1 FAT 7 ared AT oy
< & A G STHABRI A, TET A FaTd §l ggara|

SHRI VP. SINGH BADNORE (Rajasthan): Sir, before I come to the main issue,
I must acknowledge the fact that the Minister has been burning the midnight oil and
putting in all efforts for the repatriation of stranded workers. My question is a very
specific one. In the statement, she has said that 4,900 workers have been brought back
and, out of them, 3,900 have been provided air tickets. There is a problem because all
the acrodromes are also surrounded, and there are problems of landing. The battles are
raging on the north side of Iraq. Sir, my specific question is: Can you press the Indian
Navy also to help us out, because everybody knows that these landing ships that we
have in our Navy, with helicopters, with hospital facilities? Can that be also pressed in?
It is because that would be on the South side where there are no battles raging. Is that
a possibility? Have you thought about it or can you do something on that also? Please
reply to me. Thank you very much.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Did you give your name early, Shri
Sukhendu Sekhar Roy?



362 Calling Attention to the Matter [RAJYA SABHA] of Urgent Public Importance

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY: Yes, Sir.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: But I did not see the name.

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY (West Bengal): We had given two notices, one
from Shri Derek O’Brien and another from Shri D. Bandyopadhyay. Shri Bandyopadhyay
has already spoken. Shri Derek was not here and I had given my name much earlier.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is news to me! But anyhow you put the question.
That is all. Now I cannot accept any more names.

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY : Sir, before seeking clarifications, I would like
to clarify that I don’t have any inference on leading question and I shall concentrate on
Iraq only. On behalf of All India Trinamool Congress, while I join the hon. Members in
expressing our deep concern and anguish over the developments in Iraq, I would like
to know from the hon. Minister for External Affairs, one, the exact number of Indians
who are stranded in Iraq as of now; two, whether there is any nurse still stranded in
Iraq and out of the Indians who are stranded in Iraq, how many of them are still kept
as captives. Lastly, could the Government tell this House how soon it would be in a
position to ensure the safe return of Indian workers to our country ?

el o YaRTS: SURUTTRT ST, He9 Ugel A1 H MU g=yare o1 g, Fife
3ITS1 a8 o I8 o ¥l AT & a9 & $Ro1 I8 =€ & 81 7S 8, (b TRy
AT BT 7199 I8 BEdl © % 3R i U IR Wede o o) faar a1 S9! 3R 1
38T HEd &, e a8 S1aRT 721 81 Wl 3R 3R U 9T Ha= & 95 # Udh 91% 31
ST, A1 SIERT T2 ISRAT ST STl Jo1 36l o b e sl 7 did qae 59 ==
BI AR 1, TS H ST AT G, S Tgd Al g e gRume Sad B TS ©
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3l PR SR THd] Tg - 59 IT HeT [ 5000 SATGT ART 371 MY &, a1 ANl
= P {5 39 R d¥ 4900 foraT 1 4900 foram € as of 2™ August. 2 3R BT 4900 AR
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3MTY 3R 3R 31TST 4 I HBd & b 5000 A SATGT <N 31T Y, Y I8 Teld 8! &, Flfh
IGH 3R g1 e 31 siwsT Js ATl T8 W 8 faT AN 31 W8 €, sAferg 1 He Al |
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T} AT YRIET, IR € 99 3N dIeN © B gUl AT A18d, THRT QMR 8, H4 e
forar 2 f% 22 TR 7 9 15 TR few™ o 8, 9 9R & 9R g g1 a8 o5 dud
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R dufat 7 fede fou a1 S @ 9o 9, 319 fedbe T 31 U1 "R 3Tard
ST |aTe ET g Yol o1, 3R U I8 FeHe U ol BT, A 39 RIS |
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sft Tt gt #7 vaTdiRew wfifhae & IR o get oml 39 aF 7 a8t W e
fom M) B, ST TRTNRTT AfEfhde SH@! T81 e srR a8 S9@) fe Sw, @Y
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1 6 IS & Al B e & oy e9R U9 B S-T T T2l 71 ST AN sl
H 4 gU €, SAP! g8 | Bl & AT | AleeT Al TS, STet 6 TR $f$a1 &1 STef
BT o AT, TR SF B & U T ofRg v ufaq S o & 89 &e1 f @
31T 1 fast O 91 1 €7 3R, U g ol A1 Urd g o, 8 e R, {IR ST
T G TN BT ATecl bR M3 d1fd TR fSAT BT STBIST I87 STh ITH] IS8T of 3V
&9 U o1 ff 491 ) 919 T2l B 3= 21 30} Irofia e Sf U Ww 9 o answiesyuh
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&1 ¢ 3R 39 1 <fifqan § ot T <1 g 21 Tl BN 3mHurd & o e €, 9
IeHT IT Ugel TiETE TRIBY BY <2 ¥, 319 89 oifear § ol orawy 1 32 8, oife
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FEREFaufmamatf fore sam S fs I A aRd € MI IR &
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AT IR B P! ot T fbedt 3R & 121 § 2RR 7] B Add] offl 99 S9ar 4 U
ff fewamy €, O MR R &9 o8 W2 € {6 3 SifaT € ik gporat €1 &ff wrdd w1+ e
ot & Tt 21 3 e frem & forg oy o1 #7 3 wEt {6 # amueny St T
<1, i AT MUHRIAT BT 29T T2 ol §, offdhT d 3MUB! IaAT! gl T IOl
Sit S R 31T WY U Rl S I ®e fb Rl & = |l A A1 9gd Wi-Ulaed gl
I frarer form dome & g w3 A @ e, iee & g w4 A B8 e A
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[sfFell o R

T SIa1g Bl F% 91 Sars 21 A g3 g gan Si9 . Ieia St 7 ag $e fb ag a1
T FadTel! AR BTad 3 a1 I Uh a1 b @i St 3 o wEr ol 7 R
HET ArEdl {5 g3 39 Acrarell R &1 A 91 a9l & . (FEHT). .

SHRI P. RAJEEVE: That is in newspapers.

3ft g wRTen: I8 AR 9 T9d 2, RR 9 e €1 3 T81 Sl {6 i € a8 Jerrel
TR 3R 3R HerdTel! ATURY ST Werd © a1 by a8 a1 WRifbaa 81 ¥&1 87 3R
S TS Tmrefl, O R A 41 AW ft Ferar 7, § Sa@! gl e <M, T8 s
BB Bl 1 el Y, BN & a8 Aerdrel MR S T4 B FeTd $Y o AT, 98
39 41 1 B ot T, FAfe F . (@au)...

SHRI P. RAJEEVE: Madam, it is in newspapets.

sfircht o wavTen: 49 onft wET fo STIWR W AT ST 9% FSTUR aTell g1 I4d1Y
5 B & a8 Ferarell @R, S TS B b B AR 21 SaTg B Ahdle T Jal
21 ¥ 7%l @S B} ded! g 6 Riaw i 53% | € . (aem)...

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Madam, why are you angry at Malayalee?
SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAIJ: No, no; it is vyapari ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: She is saying ‘vvapari’ ...(Interruptions)... It is vyapari
...(Interruptions)... She is speaking ‘vyapari’.

SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAJ: I am not angry with Malayalees. & fSra= or
e $Y ARt § S Aaarel! Hed Sarar €1 1 love them. 314t A1 fifdan & fva=
et T8 g S Y Ferarell W99 SATET 2 1 love them. I am saying about the “trader”.
They are saying that a Malayalee trader who brought them back.

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD): It is
being said.

st Yo weRmen: Ao # ¥ T Wl §, Rife § 59 I8 Gs sleR Wb
F H¥ AR B I B g, A qf, I, FeAdTell, USE $ wY | 78 B, d
F9 AR 1 1 3R B Aermel! @R Aaanferal @l fere & forg arew mar a1 4
wed! g f S, donfeat &1 ff rara om afe 3 9 Repa o €1 <21 a9 sq@
3 amuast ard fres 81 3 €, ¥ puR o 9 gerdt IR-ure Sel & 9 o oy fa
T STH 919 81 TS 22 9@ $ AN A WY STl gsf 9gq dsis A 99 €, g vaH
1 St & WAl @ S § 6 519 59 a9 B Big WA ST €, A1 S9ST g Rgrd
BT 8, emed fiRue giar & Mo, Wmedll SR § SHS! a8Y B) § a1 Wi 8
I X8 SO fohy Tarer =T SR ST 31U &g 32 © 1 Tae Wi gl g1, $99 Uaee
T el IATY STl H §I g Al g s fe pHR Sfl, s Rt 9 forg €, S 9
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FIH 919 gs © IR H R 9 38 I8 §1 3Rd <201 31 919 989 1% 31Ts, A1 3D
IR St 7 ff BN IR & IR faew BRI 9 89 faa dR ) 919 Y 8 @ret &
AR TIHESY 1 TS 8, IAD! JATdHY 91 B 8 AT THe Sl WISl 3 8, SAD] elTdh
q1d B § AR Fad @Sl & 97 721, S by <90 B o 3y 9 foran s 9 weraw
I ghd 2, d TEId 81 b 8, S Fad 91d B &1 §9 g8 8 Sgrel] W™ g S
SYATSIT 3R el WY A1 SAR g2 918¥ aT99 3T SY| 8Y SRaTell Feder &1 99 o
G ST 1 AR 920 918¥ 9199 371 Y| BX SaTol W@l &1 919 § v I8 3MTs
oft i €2 & 37 91 §2 & wag-]) faT 918 B¢ o W2 81 3nfl 9 a8 dwa 71 gam 4
T SAVIR P VBT §, S X8 A SAoIR B I8 § oI Al 30 d¢ BT STIR el ol A
ared! § 6 3 41 9= 31 A% 3 ¢ SR 46 TS 311 § S &7 31 SR B &
% f6 5 fas1 S1 WY S 57 ugaan 9 SAfT I8 79 $iRYl H B 98 axarsh
YT § S8l W eI e Fadl §1 9 e 51t 7 9 9% {6 § b @rel &
M | AT 70 ARG oANT 22 B &1 FIT ST remittances SA-T & RTa-T SISl remittances
BT 3T 27 & gl I S9F 918 MU+ wel % gy fager if 0= 2, o fager +fifa
4 g9 o) 3AR®T & <d/g § dic Hd B, B IWRBT & Uel § dlc Bd &, HH 89 U8
gIc P B, PU BH IS B 2l FaTel dY AU b BR B I R g Teora o
Y B aRP TWHR AT B X2 A1 T8 AT MUYP] IER BT I1MRT AT, §S I g
#=3i AR R S (aEm).

1. IF NI A1 379 facwrs w Sl
et o waRTor: # 921 B W2 g 3 O AR & wWdd T 9 .

. IF MUTS Aga: F 1 PR BT HSIRST A
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g, oifdd 98 faar Wit 3R g7 faadt +ft st fos smiRer, =, .., soRisd,
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SITRBT ST 7 YBT AT AU AT Plg VAT U €, N $7b SR ToR ¥ 2 P Sfl,
AR I Bad gu T2l afew g @1 g A € ok amue wwa d s eff
MRS SfSTT thad §1E TS, SN dhadl AT BIH B! & MY UH YU BT 914 B B,
% $fea g6 Rt dex orer &, wigde adbd R Hex 3reT 2 3R a8 qRI-H1-4-1
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HATerd AET BT BT 21 e I S @ S § Faifes 3 9 faurr & w5 w2 2
el T9 A ST B &b AN I &, a1 S=iF Bl % 3y FAerarelt & ol Raars 22
3R TS, # AordTell & Rae Fai B 17? THRT Jardl #37e o1 dRaTged U 2 ad
IS8T 21 T8 B I s SATel AN ST X2 © fb 51 3109 9e9 & U Hgddar el g,
ST 3BT @ &1 39 ANE YRI-B1-URT AT FET B1H B I81 &1 WSia Sif A 3
9 & IR o yoll 9% 9w 9 shues f9a 991 o1, <ifes s faa # @ wfiar €
3t <1 1983 @7 fat 7, a8 9gd warer Sfhfide 21 &1 S9 a &1 Rwel & ared
g1 I SR fId S0 99T TR g3 o1l B9 =TEd § 5 Sue) sl B g R &
TP WRihae fdd d¢| g3t e © 6 89 Tl 99 96 I fAd B IR B A Hifh
SI-oR F 7 At it #Y <) €, 99-39 it ggadn € f 9-39 golew &9 Y
g, Rre o8 ware Negd 781 ¢ & 3 Rgwfal 3 sa+ it s<-a<) 70 da 5% bl
3d T U 9T I HAS AT B, T T TRUIE W ugad € 3R AR 9 ugd W
T U fos 39 uge B S I o € i S9H 99 $B W giT 8, diorn ff %
BT &1 V=AY A S B SHGT PR P TH AN SR & IR H Uh FA7 9 a1 @ 8
3R I 91 BT & ANT I=t BT M

R WIS, AT gedl od & & wer w0 g1 Suret 72 o 7Y, gt o = o 1w
# 31, AIe g St A o Al & 3y wa-%9 e fager #3 & faew # o 7
-(GT)... TR S, AT SATST BRI DI GRI-BI-G BIRTeT 31 6 e o ff <ldw
&Y U, Furer ¥} FTEY of VI MY SRST 7 BRISY| 3R & qsT I G ol oI, a1 319
Ped ya T30 3R facer @=i-aF @ S @) war siexd ff? 519 9 T W91, )
T BT a1 g1 ITfev ATl 3MIHT Adad 7, " ff 3 ue oft 91" IJ5 727 81 Ao 2
9 ARBR B HCER H GST HRAT 8IdT 7, d9 3MY AT BT TaTelT d & 3R 979 391
& e €, @1 i 1 A €1 #1 Jsi W w9 A Fl 6§ TR g, saife M
9 BT gl 2l & %2 ¥, Afth #7 o fr F <1 991 ft TR g

eI, Jel 59 919 B! Gef & fb 59 faway v 1) == g8, ok S fawawE 9 i
Bic, 1 SH $B ¥31 U e, o7 Sxv # <1 =msd! off ik o Sav #4 fay €

A1, U a1 IfSdT § Ut PYellse SIS HeldT &1 S & IR 9 Bl TS
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: One Soloman Daniel died in Tripoli.

sfeht o weRTar: # e SiaeE § IR | A gl e g9 gEe g8
TP 99 IRE 3N, IAPI Refey I o RTAd BRI S951 SU g &1 TART TRl
T I 9T 987 919 PR off © fF 9P mortal remains, STHT ITIT IR ST 37 ST
A3 Wi T BINTY B W@ © P LA AT SMY, STeal 371 SN e IqH Pls 37T A
IRCHICH TIRE PR PI SIORA 81 8, ST Bls (STIC 1 &1 FIP! Al & & a9
RT H U 8 ¢ B9 Sledl H Siea] S mortal remains g1 B AT, SHGT W1 89
BN FR B 2
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Suafa Sft, fifear # S @t B €, SH31 ft are B 89 B wR @ ©
3R H 3MUHT IS, AMUB] A8 AL T4 811 fh <ffean § o/ avg &1 dud 7a &
2, 3FR®T 9, .6, 7, B 7, A 7 u-aro I a8t 98 w1 &1 Tl 99
B BT 32 BT 2 P AN B b MY W) BISHR Tl TN AR S, 3T SER 97d
B T2 Al Afear 7 RS 7 rueht vrRet d€ B Y, wia 7 3o wRt 99 w4,
SRR % 1 98 3 3, <Ifds 9RA B GRA Gl e S R IR 81 B 70
Bles P 3MfSIed TMY &1 9N Yo YR BRI, S Ugdl ofifern § Rdes 5 gb
2, AR $ARA, ITa) 9+ TeTell 4o 1 3 U ST g2ell TR TH H I |
2 3R g9 o 7 39 fog ft 7 fvan € fo &9 opitfran & a9 off frarel di=
7 e &1 913 d€ 81 TR o, SN Hel W gl A7 21 98 7 et At €, 126 T
TR & S & feru, 236 N1 Aeet | SIS | 9H @1 AR €, offes St B, §7 der
b T aRg wUT ufey o= & U ®, 98 420 B 21 A &9 o Tred © f6 69 4 +H
3 URIOR SR AR 81 <119 ST 849 T faTdl B- of SITd| &l fhR d9 9t St
[ 919 B & 76 3y Afdar § ®F Y 3R 3931 ®fev & @ AFT Ada wx g #
U MY AN 9 Hel are! g b 31 3R <fifean #, S it snuest &g uRfad o g,
319 IFH! U8 B 6 a8 a8i | 31 S, aifd Afear 6 w9 Repa gefaa =121 2
st & o1 st 89R dold | gat & b &9 et &) o1 9ad Bl

i g[at ST A Ud Seafiid @1 91d off, @1 F 971 -Sealdi ag gl fb S war o,
AT AT AT 3MTS.TA.TH. HGR T80 STH G181 A1 2011 TR ¢ftheh 4 8 g9 dA R Tt
UY| AR & AR AT 9 99 &9 o 3T, o i g9 o {6 SawT gt o Jmawad
T8 &, S §9 @eT 1% 15,000 HIETAE 7 2+ ardl A1 @rem 72 €1 3 AN S e
T2 o, @ gt InavIHar el ofY, A g SHa araw g forn, <fd ag deafdm ma
o, 37T$.U.TH. HYR T81 STy @rel &1, 9gd A1 96 @l ¥all SHB! 89 Pad 4
HSAT T, 379 TE A9 31T AT 21 T S BT SAR[T THT IR 81 A1 21 379 1 foapet
o Y B €, B TH-Td, 31-a1 A1 ST & &R IRy B4, a1 S ff &1 o
f@Ta A &1 31T Bis 3R Gl 33, T IAH] Wt Frwrer ATga| O 319 AR €T SATaT
Sfifean &1 IR 7, <Ifdd S #9 we f <fifqan 5 ot g9 AleeT | SER SRaT & IR
H YA WA B FhTa @ &1 TP GRE sHARI $ad f&Gar €1 721, R 99 g9t
MAMEAT & 3R H AT HGP] BT Aed! g b AT AR 2T, B ARAT B, S
a8l RIS &, 89 SHd! eTa B A 9gd-9gd g=Iaral

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. ...(Interruptions)... No clarifications on

clarifications. ...([nferruptions)...
SHRI D. RAJA : What about Father Prem Kumar? ...(Interruptions)...

el o RIS ST MU B ST ©, H 991 ) TP A1 AU ST AN BT AT
off, Al ag W & 91 T 6 18 SR Hol 81 S fory Uzl 9 yaredt uRel i
AT Tl IE B IR HAIH T2 & 5P IR H, IfH Sifer<t va A 9 & 8-
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ardt AR a1 A1, SIE ddor 275 BUT, 3R 3MY €1 9Tl & forw off 2 8 ok
375 $UY, 3NR MY <9 A & folv 1 2 €, a9 TI8H UHe Al Bl &, forad <9
ARG ®IY BT ST Il B

S8l % U9 GAR S B 919 8, $Td WY HI HA g o1, I9d fUar S I
BIEY 99 AR Bl I PR T B, oAb ITb dIAIATSTDe UNSH B H AT A1 ITD!
a7 oft arrg off, SB) T I8+ o 3rrs off| S TeRET b TSy @ # I dR aEd |
21 B a7 9ot uar 9o € fhd Sifad €, pora €, onfl 9% 89 S9! fraray T81 o
Tdb 8, dfes ST ff 39 et & il (FEuE)...

sft SN, Bt gaE 9 sUF S ared I AW 8, AP HAT b AR H G gs1 o1l
...(TFET)...

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI : Sir, probably, the hon. Minister misunderstood when I
said that two statements were identical, with a change in figure. I realize that the change
in figure was because, in 10 days, 900 more people had been evacuated. I thought that
in ten days there would be some forward movement, as far as 41 captured people are
concerned. But there was no re-assurance, even though the hon. Minister had talked
on Eid. During the course of my intervention, I gave a lot of important names who
are able to get visas in bulk, say, 600 visas at a time, from the Government over there
and other authoritics. Would she consider sending, in the way she thinks best, one or
two people who have the experience of working there, who have worked in this very
construction Company, who know the language and who have also the confidence of
at least 27 members out of the 41 in India? Would she consider sponsoring these two
people to make some headway in Iraq?

sfcht o waRTer: sifeyat <Y, sy et a1d @R 3T § SR o gaTel 9 I a1
w8 < 2, 3 g3 Hf frer 9o € SR 9gd IR fra g% €1 9 onfY +ff I B, Afe st
ST 91 Bl &, SS9 91d B 89 d3Ihls BRd ol 39 Td-¥c § & 7, Ta-dc Red &)
STt 21 5t 3 a1 @ W@ €, Usd S g FEl fF § 59d 9 & R gl
T B, MY Bl ol SSY, BN W@ UN Fol STSU| IHD 91€ S2 i+ J1 B foan
5 # g2i ST 1 AR 721 g1 918 4 99 9 ar ge e 3y 1 S gRaRi & |er d
31 H T 5 vgel 3 9 F g TR o S 3@ o % forg SR T8 8 st
g8 7 Pl & Usel arel A1 98l B gU €, 319 B9 $¢ d8f FI 9 <, Al U1 T8l B
a1 3l fa®T 3y 99 o W81 8, § Wi STl g o 31y s sarel | $E WE §1 d W
Fd 7 § M7 o) ft €t €1 Sf &, onft oft 72 €, Af A S wE A A B A
< 1 98 T B Ahdr 21 99 59 RiveH # B BT 81 79 QU a8 9 SBT GErdl
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o 2 81 e S9e! derrar &9 fAd ot %8 §, 89 Aeg 3) U1 ¥E €, 9% Jac i '
AN o TR 21 3 o wafdT e 2 &R Rrat ard oY smos w0t 2, a8 R afea &
ATl | el B, 98 Soil AN YD H Bl

st arfer @Y 99 STF saTd @ T2 BB T, IS AT ToId s P B! B
...(EET)...

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Now statement by hon. Minister, Dr. Jitendra Singh
on Civil Services Examination conducted by the UPSC.

On the issue of Civil Services Examination conducted by UPSC

e SR W) @ore & 5w w3l gt e wrer & g H#AY g
3l Brafed # 5w G, FIffie, e Rierd i deF @3 | I A3l IR
Sott frur & wrog w=4); den siafer fvm § wrog 940 (s1. g Re): awofa 98ie,
fafae war wden & faare &1 Jd F16! G 9 &1 S g3 21 59 91 | I8 fawa
IR-gR I3dT ¥&1 B WRBR 7 g1 THRAT 3R 93 kel & a1y 59 favg &1 sreras
o &, afl =1 =1 el &1 g1 1 e oft T 21 el & wade /a1 &
# @A gU AR P A8 79 ¢ (6 Rfda a1 aRRre odien g2 u=-2 9 sl 9
qTel ToT-UTT & 3T b1 T+ et e & fov affiferg o< &1 1 siiferer =21 2

The Government is of the opinion that in the Civil Services Preliminary Examination,

Paper-I1, the marks of the question section on "English Language comprehension skills"
should not be included for gradation or merit. SRR &I I I AT T o fofoer dar
T 2011 & SFIGART BT T AR @R 2015 # fA1 ST A1f2W1 The Government is

also of the opinion ...(Interruptions)..

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI (Kerala): Sir, I am not arguing about the English but the
students who appear from the Southern part of India may not know Hindi as well. They
should be protected. ...(Interruptions)... What is this? ...(Interruptions)... They have to
be protected. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, it cannot be like that. ...(Interruptions)... It should
be discussed. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI P. RAJEEVE (Kerala): All languages are national languages. Malayalam,
Telugu, Tamil, all these are national languages. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI D. RAJA: Sir, there should be a level-playing field. ...(Inferruptions)...

SHRI P. RAJEEVE: This is a very serious issue, Sit. ...(Interruptions)...



