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Re: Situation arising from reported attempts to curb independence of

Media and restrict freedom of expression

SHRIY.S. CHOWDARY (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, I thank you
for finally agreeing to take up this subject as Short Duration Discussion though I have

been requesting for it for the last 15 days.

Sir, I am neither supporting any media nor questioning any Government which is
democratically elected. It is about the importance of freedom of speech and expression.
In our democracy, Press has been placed at a very high pedestal by calling it the fourth
estate—the other three being, the Legislature, the Executive and the Judiciary. The
forefathers of our Constitution placed immense faith that the media can play a very
impartial, constructive and selfless role in matters relating to public interest. This belief
is reflected more than adequately in several concessions granted to media, including
the provisions in terms of Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution of India considering the
media to be a holy cow in the course of nation-building. About the freedom of speech and
expression, the rights granted under Article 19(1) are not unlimited as Article 19(2) of the
Indian Constitution enables the Legislature to impose certain restrictions on free speech
under the following heads — security of the State, friendly relations with the foreign
States, public order, decency or morality, contempt of court, defamation, incitement to an
offence, and sovereignty and integrity of India. Therefore, any restrictions on freedom of
speech and expression can be enforced only by the Legislature within the framework of

Article 19(2) and not by any other means.

Sir, recently, certain restrictions are attempted to be imposed. We have a history
that during the emergency period, several restrictions were imposed on freedom of Press.
Subsequently, attempts are being made on a regular basis to indirectly control media as
media started its aggression in exposing corrupt practices by the Government and some
big industrial houses. Recently, restrictions are put across the country. There are some
media houses with crony capitalism and ill-gotten money. Some corporate houses are also
controlling media. As all of you are aware, the new State of Telangana was formed with
a lot of resistance or whatever it is. But finally in an unscientific manner the State was
divided. In that background, in the recenly concluded Assembly session of Telangana in
June, 2014 the hon. Chief Minister moved a resolution in the State Assembly and the State
Council authorising the Speaker and the Chairman respectively to decide the punishment
to be given to the two private channels, on the pretext that these channels hurt the
sentiments of the people of Telangana by airing certain programmes. ... (Interruptions)...

I request every Member to hear properly. If there is anything ... (Interruptions)... No, Sir,
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one Member can’t object particularly in the Short Duration Discussion. Short Duration
Discussion has to be heard. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, this is not the
way ...(Interruptions)... I am only reporting the facts that have happened in the Telangana

State. ...(Interruptions)... No, Sir. I am only restating the facts. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What are you doing? Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI Y. S. CHOWDARY: I am not talking anything extra.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You can continue your speech.

SHRIY. S. CHOWDARY: At the same time, our party opposed such a resolution on
the floor of both the Houses in the State as it amounts to suppression of the freedom of the
press, but the ruling party went ahead without any respect for the freedom of expression
guaranteed in our Constitution. Subsequent to this resolution in the State Assembly and
in the State Council, the blockade of both the channels was declared with effect from
16" June, 2014, almost 100 days are over, though the Government denies its role in it.
Strangely the Government tries to stay away from the gagging effort stating that a group
of people known as Multiple System Operators (MSOs), who control distribution of
channels in Telangana decided to block these channels as they hurt the sentiments of the
Telangana people. Sir, here it is a very important point. Can a group of private individuals
like MSOs scuttle the rights guaranteed by the Constitution? It is most important to recall
here that the Honourable Supreme Court in the case of Bijoe Emmanuel v/s. State of
Kerala, and in a number of other cases held that reasonable restrictions on the freedom
of speech in terms of article 19 (2) can be imposed only by a duly enacted law and not by

the Executive action.

It is also necessary that there must be a reasonable nexus between the restriction
imposed and the achievement of public order. If this being the rule of the land, how can
the Government of Telangana play a role of a silent spectator in the present blockade of

TV channels in the absence of any enacted law?

What should be the role of an elected Government? In our democracy the first and
foremost obligation of any elected Government is to uphold the Constitution and initiate
measures to enforce the rights granted by it to the citizens of the country, well, within the

four walls of the Constitution.

The only logical conclusion one can draw in the entire episode from the silence

maintained by the present Government in the Telangana State is that either it has no faith
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in our Constitution, or, only sponsoring its agenda of scuttling the freedom of the press

through its trusted and favourite private individuals for the reasons best known to it.

Can we allow running any of our States which are members of the Republic of
Union as princely States? After independence nearly 550 princely States were unified
into Indian Union after a great effort by our forefathers to carve out a federal India. Are
we not going backwards by disrespecting the rules prescribed by our Constitution? Is it a

safe attitude for protecting the federal structure of our country?

I am of the opinion, that this reckless and irresponsible behaviour of Telangana
Government, is highly deplorable, as it is on a par with the mindset of an autocratic
Princely State Head.

In these circumstances, I strongly urge the House to unanimously condemn the
coercive action adopted by some private individuals against the media in Telangana with
the tacit support of the present Government, undoubtedly. What are the possible reasons
for the conflict with media? If we take into account some of the recent controversies
surrounding the media, it clearly suggests that all is not well. I am not saying that media
is always correct and they are a holy cow. It is needless to emphasize the importance of a
strong and impartial media in strengthening of any society and at the same time if we fail
to contain the damage that may be caused by negative and selfish media elements, it can
weaken the foundations of our well preserved democratic values, social harmony, uplift
of weaker sections and national integration. ...(7ime-bell sings)... Sir, there is a need for

the august House to hear my every point.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Then be brief. Try to shorten your speech.

SHRI Y. S. CHOWDARY: Yes, Sir. Some of the recent developments have been
strongly prompting me to say that in the name of freedom of expression, the media, at
times, has been brutally suppressing the fundamental rights of selected individuals and
groups purely due to selfish reasons. In this context, I would like to quote a statement
made by an Editor-in-Chief of Television. He said, “I guess journalists are more feared
today, but sadly less respected. We are more arrogant, less ethical.” The above statement
clearly depicts the direction in which our media is travelling. It is an undeniable fact that in
the recent times some mafias on the strength of the ill gotten wealth accumulated through
corrupt practices got entry into media business and started promoting totally incorrect,
biased motivated and illegal news targeting their opponents in the business and politics.
These forces hardly give any value for social decency either in promoting episodes relating
to women children and other weaker sections. This reckless behaviour of a section of our

media, if not checked, can derail social harmony and national integration.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI Y. S. CHOWDARY: Kindly bear with me, Sir. The most unfortunate and the
most damaging is extensive trial by media in some sensational cases even before the trial
started by the courts. No one can enjoy unlimited rights at the cost of the fundamental
rights of others. The farce of paid news prevailing is another big threat to our democracy.
What is the need for protection of media? The days have gone where media was viewed
as a source of information and as on date the media is playing a crucial and decisive
role in crystalising public opinion on any issue due to its vast circulation because of the

technology and proximity to the people.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.
SHRI Y. S. CHOWDARY: No, Sir.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Then you will not get the reply. That is the point.
SHRIY. S. CHOWDARY: Sir, the reply is in the afternoon.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: At 3.30 p.m. we are starting the Private Members’

Business.
SHRI'Y. S. CHOWDARY: No, Sir. You have given me time to speak.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Listen to me. Don’t you want reply?
SHRI'Y. S. CHOWDARY: Sir, I humbly request you to allow me to complete.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Don’t you want reply then?
SHRI'Y. S. CHOWDARY: The existing legislation on the subject...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. It can’t be. There are others to speak.
SHRI'Y. S. CHOWDARY: No, Sir. I have to suggest and request for a solution...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Your party’s time is two minutes.

SHRI Y. S. CHOWDARY: There is no point in simply getting up and talking, Sir.

I need to complete it. The legislation...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no.
SHRIMATI RAJANI PATIL (Maharashtra): Sir, how can he dictate the Chair?

SHRI Y. S. CHOWDARY: The legislations made so far in the direction of making

media..
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Chowdary, please stop. ...(Interruptions)...
Mr. Chowdary, please listen to me. Do you want the discussion for namesake only or do
you want a reply also? Listen to me. Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)... For the sake of
the discussion, we have extended commencement of the Private Members’ Business from
2.30t0 3.30 p.m. At 3.30, we have to start the Private Members’ Business. So, the total time
is one hour and thirty minutes. Your party time is only two minutes. ... (Interruptions)... Sit
down. ...(Interruptions)... Don’t’ show this indiscipline. The AIADMK has contributed
four minutes to you and your party’s time is two minutes. But you have taken 13 minutes.
...(Interruptions)... Please sit down. I cannot allow this. ...(Interruptions)... You finish in

two minutes what you want to say.

SHRI Y. S. CHOWDARY: Give me three minutes and I will complete.

...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What is this? Don’t you want others to speak?

SHRI Y. S. CHOWDARY: The purpose will be defeated if I do not complete.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Sit down now. Nothing more will go on record.
...(Interruptions)... Instead of six minutes, you have taken 13 minutes. Now, Shri Ananda
Bhaskar Rapolu. ...(Interruptions)... You cannot do that. You see, you are reading a
speech. ...(Interruptions)... You are reading a written speech which is against the rules.
I can expunge the entire thing because you are reading. Sit down. ...(Interruptions)...
How can I run the House this way? I will adjourn the House if this is the way it goes.
...(Interruptions)... Mr. Chowdary, if you don’t behave, then, I will have to adjourn the
House. That is the only way. ...(Interruptions)... How many minutes can you get? You
had six minutes, but you have taken 13 minutes. ...(Interruptions)... What are you doing?
...(Interruptions)... Then, how do I allow others? ...(Interruptions)... 1 will be forced to
adjourn the House. ... (Interruptions)... How can I control the House if he is not obeying

me? ...(Interruptions)...

Now, Mr. Ananda Bhaskar Rapolu, I want to tell you one thing. We have only one
hour and 15 minutes for this discussion and I have got 16 speakers. How do I manage?
So, you should adhere to your party’s time. The moment your party’s time is over, [ will
stop you. Your party has only 26 minutes and you can speak for 12 minutes because the

Minister also has to reply.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU (Telangana): Sir, I will try to sum up within

ten minutes and the other speakers from my party will take the remaining time.
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Bl A ST X2 1 In 1942, on 9th August, that is, the August Kranti Diwas, the
message which spread across the globe was, “Do or die”. For this, on this day, August
8, in 1942, the Indian National Congress, under the leadership of the Father of the
Nation, was resolving to attain the freedom of expression, freedom of civil rights and
Purna Swaraj. With this backdrop, let us understand the shortcomings and the
expanding monopolies and the creeping new complications in the expression and the
spread of communication. Let us try to understand what the message of Thomas
Jefferson, one of the greatest sons of the U.S, was, what the message of the U.K.
Statesperson Disraeli was and what the commitment of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was,
and how we are going ahead with the latest situations. Let us try to understand that the
freedom of expression is the freedom of expression of the citizenry of the nation. We
have to attain this right for the sustenance of participative democracy. We have to attain
this for the smooth functioning and for the easy passage of the delivery of welfare and
development towards the citizens of the nation. In this backdrop, I tried to utilize this
occasion of the Short Duration Discussion on the complications that is reaching towards
the freedom of expression. Let us try to understand how the institutions are growing,
what is the commercial proportion and what are the patriotic components within the set
up of the freedom of expression and their communicators, organizations, institutions
and companies. Try to understand what is happening across the globe. In US, several
important, newspaper organizations are risking to survive. What is happening with the
Wall Street Journal? What is happening with the New York Times? What is happening
with the Washington Post? What is happening with the USA Today? What is happening
with the Chicago Tribune? These have led to create certain media monopolies and, at
the same time, there are guiding institutions all across the globe. Let us try to study the
examples of US, France and UK. There were wonderful regulators, monitored by the
parliament. All across those nations we are having the utmost, maximum freedom of
expression, freedom of communication. How are we utilizing it? This occasion will
remind us what are the serious problems that have crept in all across in the print media,
the visual media, the audio media in the independent India. In independent India, there
were certain occasions when the fourth pillar of democracy, the media - the print media,
the visual media - were always regulating within. At that juncture, there were certain
challenges. We can understand the challenge that was faced by several newspaper
organizations all across the nation. But in our State of Telangana, the 29th State of the
Indian Union, the newly formed State, which is having a life of almost 70 days, is

having a greater challenge which needs a deeper study. What is the study that is
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required? We are having about 30 TV channels just within Telangana. We were having
these channels to communicate. But what are the challenges that have come up before
the print organizations? The print organizations like Eenadu, Sakshi, Vaartha, Andhra
Jyothy, Andhra Bhoomi and Namasthe Telangana are facing to reach their break even.
But the TV channels have been created in such a way that everybody will think that
there are a lot of lucrative profits. But it is not the same case. In this enlargement of
media organizations and communication channels, there crept in certain service
providers. They are also having a business proposition. With this business proposition,
before the bifurcation of our United State of Andhra Pradesh, the tussle between the
media organizations which were having the proprietorship across the regions were the
contenders and the promoters and they played their game to the maximum possible
length. Now we are in two different States. Can we ever think of the owners of news
channels or print media of Telangana having their circulation or communication facility

in the residuary State of Andhra Pradesh?

In this backdrop, our people of Telangana have taken up this issue. To take advantage
out of this, a very clever man, who has become the first Chief Minister of Telangana —
he is a very good communicator; he can try to convince each and everybody — is taking
advantage of this situation. Why am I singularly pointing towards an individual? He is
having his own grudge. At this juncture, a few news channels, like TV9 and ABN Andhra
Jyoti, were having certain communication spread across which was also derogatory in
every sense. It seems they have already expressed their written on-channel apologies
towards that. But, with this complicated network system, the multiple service providers,

who are operators, were able to stop...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Two more minutes.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU: I will not take more than that. Those
operators cleverly crept in and tried to stop certain channels and their communication.
This has created a new challenge. For that reason I have mentioned great memories of
Pandit Nehru, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Disraeli and all other stalwarts. But, with this
advantage, the single person, the first Chief Minister of Telangana, is projecting as if he
is pure, as if he is not at all having any concern or commitment or responsibility towards
the freedom of expression. Let it not dearer to us. Media will not always appreciate us.

Media in its natural way of communication criticize...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. Rapolu, you have only one more minute. Now,

conclude.
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SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU: With this, he has created such havoc. For
almost 100 days, they are able to censor through the new mechanism of complication

which crept in the network.

At this juncture, I call upon the Union Government to come to the rescue and study
the regulators available across several countries in the world and try to evolve such a
mechanism which will create the necessary environment for free flow of communication

which is the message for August Kranti Diwas. Thank you.

it T faor ([STRIES) : ITWHURT AEIGy, HfSAT & IN H 54 &9 a1 d
& oIy @ BId € 1 g3 3Thar gollelaral &1 Yo Ulth g1 371l 8, Sl S-i+ 3Mrofral
& qHg § el ol 1

AT T HHAMI DT 7 TR {~bTel,
g A9 JpIfael 81 Al IGIR Tt

I g1 Sl BfIR B, 98 ¥ &1 2R B, 98 3R &I 8RER g, 98 8N
SRIART BT BRIR 81 SHD AIEAH A &H Q¥ ¥ g8 I SN Rd 8, o 9=
ITSIST Bl TeTs ¥ 3wl & fIog dels Il 9T 89R &Y IS Jdl TR I
e J fed STaevolidl 98w 81, I8 d SHcdld SUIdd Sl &1 ...(ad)... ST 9t
e Y WR1g B, TERIHS B, I & RIATH AT ATSATHI F RIcmh gHRY
TSTE g ©, O Hifewn 9 g g8 T Aol W Ugel W BAR W ST AT
THHR o, AUed I Ufed Sarevdre 48%, 1 eRfdg, dledr 91d TheR frera -
e Aisel, MR (F91) ¥ Faras e, S8f 9 9 99 96 Afsel & oid | I3
3ITSITET & R dT8 AT Ml &1 <8RS, “qasiiad” 3R 1947 H T, Ieufiy I
Doyen of the Indian Journalism Tg-’, ST W EEN o = ar ®a Eb_§", F ITP7
JATNgie oidr 1l “aoiia”, “National Herald” S @aRl & d I G4 W U
e H 1947 & AT At Ired TN arorRl), dfsd S9eare Surer, ST, IHHARN
difea, I Q1 3 & g1, TR b AHfg ATl W81 I8 I Bl A8l <l {6 T B,
9 g, Afhd 9t d< 81 Y| 9l < $ el el s8R, el $Hal BN, IAdB]
HTer & fU SAR 9 BIA €, U1 A8l ® b AR U Bl @ A 81 T8
weiferare b gad &1 131, |igd RIS 81 ¢ 3R <9l §< 81 7 3R fhde A1eaq
BT, Aecuel RIReH 3ffuRey & A1egH A1 T 89 Ao ud eeH Juved ®I Ta1
AR, UHh IT AFTE AT &) R A1 G aTell U 9t 947 Ahd 872 H AHSIT
g b 9ea d 313 N s weqd T8l 8rml 3R 6l A srgaR 4 Rrerd &, Sdb
SIRY &, olfds SUF9Ufy #Eled, § WeR 4§ W I8 $He 9w F S g6R
FHARYA R AR Bl R F W Woled! ISl 975 g &, 9 3EdR 3iR Hifgan
BT B B P A qTDH] GG O PRl ©, offp HISAT BT HM T8l Bl o
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Hifear & wdy § 9 9gd B dicd! ol SAGY 89 |HSI © (P [Hdl W SRIaR AT
I & IR H Pls Rprad & a1 dldT I8 -T8] 8l Adhdl fob 3T SIdh! dg B <l
g # 74 B9R ¥ W] AGAR €, T A 43 EOIR I R&T JGIR bac]
ARG AR & &1 R wioiel & rgaRl § ggd wafa 21 # R fiee &
W 3R T [HIESD AT UHBR BN P AN Ig o1 e b saRl @ forarg
21 BN I fHarg £ 6 o SRS # 9HIe e QAT 81 Y 81 d 980 $H &l 3R
31T FHIGH AT BT AR W, A 3MMUP! TR < 9ga 9 feidl, 3T marketing
executives, sale executives, editorials ® 7Y W RIIR Hprel 2 Bl TUdh qHY AT
9 IRGIR AUTGHIT I & foIU U S o editorials Te & foIv ug I o, oifbs
Aot URe T @l vl e SITeT WaN H Bl

U 91d U8 ® fd ATbe BIRIST Bl 9gd @erd 81 A1 &1 H @l &l a71d ) @
T, U 1 910 o1 WRAg HIuiell @l g1 WY IR §eY SIT&T HORTH &1 I 2
IR fiprl S & AN B I Bl R IMY GHI Adhd © [ el B Mdd -
21 giver ® Y1 81 %81 7, afe § Y Bl jET B, R % ofe Mg B e E, R &%
SRIGRT B I 9Tl 9 8 MY &, 72 fF=t e ol 81 9 R Uap f2=l &1 g,
3re8T el forg e, I8 ad+l el A, I aeil B 91 B 8, A I [T 8
A 21 Hifear av™ S gar T7 €2 e e’ & U IR FHid gl

SUHART #EIGY, WU, SACRE, Y, dF, UfdH, Siddl dls
correspondent &l AT g1 fEgI™ ¥ 22 | STGT 99 & HAGEIT 37T Bl ARG
H g1 @1 NS, Sd1 Sferfqor, 3@ fiic #ifsan, e, s, fTgwm &
NIRESEIEEIGH E[’Q’ I &I RAET A €1 China is reported to India through Western
News Agencies like Reuters, AP and AFP. China should be reported; Pakistan should
be reported; and, Bhutan and Sri Lanka should be reported to India through Indian

correspondents, through Indian eyes, through Indian writers. Why not these media
houses spend a penny to send their correspondents in Islamabad, in Kathmandu, in
Columbo, in Dhaka, in Thimpu, in Beijing, and in Shanghai? We are dependant totally
on the Western media to understand, our immediate neighbours. Why? #if$ar P IR H

I e ekl & & femgwar o Aifear qrat ari &1 Ruifer 781 el

I, &9 oI I8 <@ 7 &, ey fires 7 fran 7, o8 AR I Hifear w
gY 21 89 @ uifafcad # omd €, 89 @ Sl # I €, 8 @ id | 9 g,
qq 91 O AN BRIGAIsI Bl Bkl 8- W, GG A dTcl & fhaT T[T <1 87
9 91 @ a1 Hif$a1 &1 B IE WER & @A B 91 T8l 7, 3R HSAT H DIy
guR oM 8, A1 bdd AT & @ 81 ol 9hd ol Hifea & TUed 59 dR |
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i € 6 S U ST &1 v AR AR I | o T T, TADI A HY
e SITg, @ER 3Ny <&l <1 |ivel 9 U1 AT € {6 gAR eRgaR # fasme iR,
R, B B g 2 oFR &W fagus e <, @ ded € f5 ) Tord @
B I8 R forg 91 a1 @t 919 7l

fedl 1 U1 FAT 81 T8 1 S UHR A 3= ARl § 8l I&T BRI BAR
gl B9 Rl ¥ Ug? Ugdl wHyY, ARSI, fGTHN 39 UeR & WRyE o fB=d
afreprell &, S fowal R A1 et ®e1 oIren & & orusi) vt fawme & a1 fe=il
B AGIR TG SISTQ| WINT &1 AT &, NI AT f&wre S| R, 1T FHraRi §
fasmue =gl o €, afcw fasmu=T & HH=R ord €1 oot g8 Ry 8l 1 2 fh a
IRFAR, Sl AU Bl Bed © (& 89 A YOIUWR 8, ST T FolIiR Hlc
@ ¥ AITST TP Pl Wk BT & 3R Pedl 8 b § UL SRR g1 AIHT $7H
ANTCrS, MASIRA, Aeg, derd, ORI, $Rd, dadrg, Jds & FHER bal [Held
&2 U R WRT BT S U GHY EfCHI0 ST T, 37T I g9 &1 147 ¥ 3R &
WWWW%I@]@W@%@‘#WW%, your India is where
your vote bank is. T8I 9 & dlc 4% fadl &, 98] R fTgwd g il
IRIIRT HT FgeI Hel 82 S8l ITdT1 @aR f[edr g, a8l S9d1 I 8, q8l
I1 fegwt™ glar 81 § ¥ fGa1¢ U Hured 3R U U9R 8 & AR &h BRal
gl H el [He 6 AR P 36 HEl W TG o1 Bl ALIRAT € AT @A o
BT AfIDBR &1 cifeet g4 FIfda € ik NS &1 I8 w5 gae T =AY ..(FGHM)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Tarunji, take two more minutes.

it ToU1 faeT : S JfPaR SAREIE] 7 HET o7 fh 89 e I Pl...(FALM)..
W, Ud bl W, JRE JYLIdl & 91 ©l 89 SHBI o] G494 b Ife &H
HUTEH Bl T F TSI T8l & Ol ISP AEIR H BTN F.3R. AABT! St fomdt
“HMTZOR” b dgd 30 UfSeX U, ITd] U dgd a9 Seoil JoluuR 7 Usel sfed
St B WHR H A% UfSexRm o Terww @ offl I|A @El, o8, JH I8
giferfedme TerdHe dX T &1, BRI WRBR S, IFd! 918 g7 &4 a18% 9= g,
I am happy in Organizer. § “UiGST=d" & HUGH &1 gl H1 U IR H HiI4,
ALY TH., IoIRER 19 S BT §exeyg, BIUll Al g€, 1o, SAIHT 99, SRR
YT, AR AR BN IIGIR § d1 Bu? ¥ 9t safev su wife o awsa 9
fp 89 ST vy A UP v Al gER ¥ SER el el BRI Sl UfseiRae
uifersft 2, 89 BT, offdh afe muat ard BT O SHFERY & BT oM =4
TSI AT8d, Ofd 37 ¥ MFe BR 8 9, 79 39 99g H Ua.U4.Q.41. &1 qad
WS AR g1 A1 AUH] 79 A ST §, 9 D] BTN 81 §HT YRR {8 i
Bl <R P FAER BIY 3R Y0 A I & 780
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AR, IEARI H S JoRE IRYLIAT 3N T 8, 98 dgd foadl &1 faug g1 #
FEIRI DI AT BT GRT FHAT BRI Y T Afh DI 4l ...(F9F B €.
AIZAIRST &I, IADH! BIUI ...(TIALIH). .

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Tarun Vijay, now you conclude. There is one

more speaker from your party.

sft Tour fasrm : ¥ S RIAW €, 89 SHR! USd BT ARyl MY Sl Bl
Irqer fear, s9d fofv g=are|

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Brajesh Pathak, I can call you, but your time is

only four minutes.

SHRI BRAJESH PATHAK (Uttar Pradesh): Four minutes? It should be nine

minutes, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no; that time is cut off. You take five minutes.

..(Interruptions)... No, he has especially requested as he has to go. @@ & dIg )
Jdeldd el g1 g8 especially request @I 2, sHiIferg gars foar g1 o Rk fg
e qiferg)

it oIS 91edh : MY RIa Fedl, H IAAT B Al SUFHIIRT ST AT
ggare b A Ush g8 TR IR FHAHRIG vy o= dlel &1 JidT f$ar g1 9Rd
H AR & qIG AT R AN 8| $9 GAHNH AT & q8d BRI,
fenfiepT T =ITTfereT @1 Saei-ara =Rl 19 gy 9Rd |fde & &
WY AT AT AT ARSI AR S T 379 YfHPT b ded WRd H @I @i
W GRTd Tl oot W g & d8d g9 HIfeaT &l @l WY AT ©1 dfde 98-
Y R VA G et © o file Hifsan, soagite @ifsar o1 ol 7 $81 ¥ FrRifa
P P T By o1 W2 g, S diedy & fow Sepa Sfya w9 §1 9o 99
hIeH SSa & AR 180 <% § WRA H 1409 R R 31T 2, I8 W HIfSAT ol
Ferd fear SIar 81 8FR HifSar Sd & Sfidel TR Aok STl al Udl doidl § &
g # 1 W Ardite <1 8, S99 Haitd FBR, S FHER Hhad & oy
S €, 9 WRA <9 H HaiRe S 4R €1 U gaN AP P IR AR 180 =
H [ WRATD <2 H IR TRR W AT 8, N 1HeR FHER ddhad & g
ST € SR f7Th SR §HT S bl Wkl &1 Xl &1 I8 a2 84 des YRAIRITEH
3I RISTIO™ & TR et 2l

Heied, Jaifde =T &1 fav I8 ® f6 8RR 99aR 918, S <9 & ufd 3m+i
TR & F9sd §Y AR ddad H o ©, 9% godgite Hifear 9 8 a1 fiie
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Hifsar 4 8, I | HEi-7-Fe! Fg¥ & RGR 8 T8d &, dle S 370 A 4
TGS HRAT TS Bl AT FHAER HhHoAT & oy AIY HIAT Tl 8 FH-HH T
Hh M & 6 3R &F S9d! aAfhid Rt R ok STeidl, o 91vd & 5aR
A1l o7 &7 & 1S H S €, S9! aRad # Ye & o1y, @e-die & fore aer
B AN d JIRIU IU 8] T UY 2, O RRERI & 980 9 $M aRd ©l
EART 74T & T et St ff RreRt 8, S9a! S99 e & d8d Siaami_ &
fore &4 w) gfae]d Sude SR B HHE Had Bl d@i AT gl ofd H
2004 H A |HT H G B T, IH I Al GHT & B I&T AR ISl
B3 B I TR UM SRY, AIe A-THE Y, AfPT AR THABR ARl Gol
MM & A FHER Adhe™ &1 HTH B &l 918% al gleld 3R 9l W 81 J&f
U W gu | BIC-BIC US| & I &9 AR WS T8l 8 qabdl, oAfdT 15-15, 20-20 F
SIS SI5-d9Rg BT IMUER | YT Bl FAM BT B B ol Mol 41 89 9! fSeell &
1<} W9e Ha+ H ga-l gfagmd T8l < uig g {6 89 Ia! 9o & fo SiE § Ui,
ITD! Y BT 9T < U] Wiekd 9T Bl Ui S Bl G198 § d FHER AdheAd B
B B 21 BH 39 R Al &I <A1 NN 919 89 AT A G geT 9 Radwe @,
Al 3TST M9 S &7 e S €, Sl WiRed 1 e WS o g3l 2, I8 Q16T b
9T WR ol gTeT F 91} W U 6 U BT SIS BRIAT ATl fed IS Wi S9d
fore e @raverd 81 81 T -9HY R I AR I8! 8 uifdiedd fawed |
B9 Nl & 918 AR BIs W Bl FIA ST JGRIAT F8gd Bl &, Al 98 TIABR
Bl Iar el 6 taR el df 9HER Hhdd & foy bies § W99 H 31U €, I8
ITB! T BIg GART &1 8T 81 54 TP &9 P SIad1aq & g, S5 Sfiad Bl
3R g™ & oIy S9! GHfegaar I8l < urddl, 99 d& aR<dd § 89N Albdid o2l
BT S AT WA §, IAB] 89 GRIT o] I Fabddl| BH IAD] AFND, ARING AR
3N JRear <= BN S0 geai & oIy o & gl o9 # furcie Racs
uiferamiet WReT HHY o Beel BT TIRAT o1, A1 89 US o firelt ol 39 s
F AFEG WA H#A Sff 89N 1 §1 519 H ST BT Aede ol bral oA, Al gH
o fielt 5 TR wlREl & @ Soh.gad. 7 afkea o g e g,
cifp STch URaARSIHI, Hi-a19 ®1 g8 Jfgen Te1 Aol 81 Sfa gd e fedl, ar d9
dchTel 39! T3 for@Tl 3 9 TR WIGRT U™ $l, 396 oY § 989 & 31
3MIPT MHR Teh Bl gl o/ W 89 9 oRe &I dls ga el g, a1 Jifsar
ST 1 AT B &b [olQ, U TABR AT Bl Folgd B &b folg, I AT-
M & Y, ITa1 A9 & Y 89 B9el s 81 a12Ql I8 Sl APl ol
3ME B, T8 AT 3R 37T U BT AGR 7S 21 g8f il F© W 3N 2, I9S forg
&9 918d © b g B 8l AR G AT [aHT THME By, T BHRT Albdifd
YT M ¢ YTQT

SuqATafd Hered, dfe T sfael wR faar of 6§ sue SrgaR wwe{,
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ElESHEICED

STy g1 ofsll &b 1§ SATqDT SATHR Ieh bRl §Y T 91 FHIG DRl §1 57T
fe<, ST HRdl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned to meet at 2.30 p.m.
The House then adjourned for lunch at nine minutes past one of the clock.

The House re-assembled after lunch at thirty minutes past two of the clock,

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Derek O’Brien. You have only five minutes.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN (West Bengal): Sir, four people are not speaking from my

Party; only one is speaking.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: But you have only five minutes.
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, I have seven minutes.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Then, how do we manage? At 3.30 p.m., we have to

start Private Members’ Business.

SHRI DEREK O’ BRIEN: I will quickly make my points. Sir, I never fight with you

about time.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay.

2} IXF I : TR LT TIRAT W, & TR BT 50% A BI<ll &, oAl
feapd g9 919 @1 & {6 a8 $Ig T8l SHar fb 19 A1 50% 99 €, Fifty per cent of
all the news we see on TV or in the print is true, but the problem is we do not know
which 50 per cent it is. We do not want to blame journalists. They are doing their job.
We also do not want to blame business houses. We don’t want to blame journalists; the
problem, actually, lies, Sir, with the system. Mr. Chairman, Sir, was kind enough to
allow this debate to happen today. I was wondering what is so significant about the
timing of this debate. Interestingly, the same Chairman had allowed a similar debate a
few months after the 2009 election. Early 2010, he allowed a debate on the media. That
was significant as independence of the media is important and, especially, since all the

problems arise after the elections. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH (Andhra Pradesh): That was on the paid news.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: This is also on the media and the paid news.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Derek, don’t comment upon the....

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, I am not. I am saying good. ...(Interruptions)... 1
am happy. In fact, I am now going to make a request to the Minister. Last time, the hon.
Chairman allowed a discussion; very nice. But nothing happened. This time, the Minister

is here. My request is to make something happen after this discussion.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: So, you are thanking the Chairman for this.
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Yes.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is good. Say that.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Because in this day of FDI, this is a new one, Sir, which
is called ‘MDI’. ‘D’ is direct, ‘I’ is interference and the ‘M’ you can interpret in many,
many ways and use your imagination for the ‘M’. I am a simple person. My interpretation

of ‘MDI” is Media Direct Interference.
DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, ‘D’ also stands for Derek!

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Okay; thank you. Sir, if you notice in today’s debate, it is
very nice that AIADMK ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA (Maharashtra): ‘M’ stands for...
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Please don’t take my time. Well, I am not yielding.
SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: ‘M’ stands for your Leader also!

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: She is a good ‘M’. There are a lot of bad ‘Ms’also.
Okay. Sir, I like the ATADMK and the DMK. Today, both of them forfeited their time.
When [ asked them why, they said because we own our channels. I like that. It is good to
give your ideological point of view. Even my friends from the Shiv Sena had their own
newspaper. We also have our newspaper once a week. If you, political party, want to put
your ideology out through your paper, no problem. But the problem is with those who try
to be neutral angels. They pretend to be neutral, Sir. We keep using the word ‘paid news’,
‘paid news’, but you talk to all the journalists; none of them is paid very well. So, why do
we call it “paid news’? I think, we have come now, after the elections, to the era of ‘super
paid news’. The danger of ‘super paid news’ is that this can weaken democracy. Why
will it weaken democracy? Because in elections, we believe, real people will not come to

Parliament, on occasions.
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Sir, now let me talk about media reforms. I have got some specific suggestions for
the Minister rather than going media bashing. Media reforms can only take place if there
are electoral reforms and electoral reforms have to be linked to judicial reforms. I am
happy that the Government is starting today or maybe next week by bringing reforms
on the Judicial Commission. That is a good start for judicial reforms. As for electoral
reforms, it is the second line of Trinamool Party’s manifesto which is about bringing
about electoral reforms. So, we really believe that with the kind of billions of dollars
being spent in this advertising campaign, parties should be given money for the election
campaign. The Government should pay thousand crores or two thousand crores to the
EC to distribute it. Sir, there is a danger of media powerhouses. Sixteen-eighteen-twenty
people are controlling thousands of papers. The only point I want to make on the media
powerhouse is, if the media barons — one or two of them; they should decide — want to
join politics, they are welcome to join, get elected and come to the House. But don’t be
a Chief Editor and pretend that you want to be the Adviser to the Chief Minister. That is

a dangerous trend.

Sir, there are two recommendations of the Standing Committee, but I would not
comment on that. I quickly want to come to the social media to make four one-line points

on social media.

Sir, take the social network because today each one of us here is a broadcaster, each
one of us here is a publisher because we can go out now and say whatever we want to say
through Facebook, through Twitter. So, for social media — Section 66A — it is time to set
up some sort of an expert committee to solve our first problem on the traditional media,
including how we can give the Press Council of India some teeth, how we can solve
these problems. But for the social media like the first media, the best regulation we are
suggesting is self-regulation. Sir, in the social media today, unfortunately, everything we
read becomes the truth. This is always not the case. There is a certain responsibility on
the social media and, I think, to be fair to our politicians and all of us, there is a change in

the way we looked at it in the last three years.

I want to make two quick recommendations to the hon. Minister. We used to meet
him only on television channels because he was a spokesperson for his party and I am for
mine. So, now he is in a different position. Sir, the Press Council today can only warn,
admonish or censure the erring newspaper. There is no penalty for paid news. To find a
definition for paid news is difficult. We need to find a definition for paid news. We need
an independent regulatory mechanism. We are not suggesting anything to take away the
independence, but in the name of independence ...(7ime-bell rings)... One minute, one

minute.
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Sir, there are three broad issues which I want to leave behind with the Minister.
Sir, there is a need for an Expert Committee for the Social Media because it requires a
thorough understanding of the media. Number two, how do we make the role of the Press
Council of India more responsible? Number three, it is no use in bashing the journalists,
it is no use in bashing the media houses. We ourselves need to find and fix the system for

a new tomorrow in the media. Thank you, Sir.

it gRde (NER) : SuwHfa SfY, 39 vy W diem 9 ugd # I-dF 9
T HRAT ARG ....(FGHH)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Please take four to five minutes, not more than that.

3t e : @), § urd <fiex & ®ear § & PR 9 -3l e ok < o, 1
AR AT AT ..(FGET)...

it STumafy : IR-uw el

it gREe : W), 39 A9y W gl A ygdl H -9 dIol W w1 g
HIfSAT ST T I AUS T 8l T 3- QiErd HifsA1, Bagad, fCaey, geve,
LAl I 3R UB.UH. (SN W] H W AT AR b W F=i w9 'H
AR, $feere Wfear, @ dR 3 Fourd iR $B &< d@ LAl A9 a &
i

TR, I Ul H A qaM AN A, 2014 H ORI YT §S94 3iH
Hifear wied” # 9Rd < Rawd HR 789 WM W AT T Bl 9Rd Bl 39 <9 &
A1 Forq fopar wan &, el Hifsar &1 9gd o9 wied &l gusl 9IS, oW 9g db
HSAT H S W& F d1e AR IGHd I8 § P 59 9 R o1 89 941 @R 7 8,
AT @ aAftreafth sk die B ARl R, IS A1 Bl SHI, R H ey |
®g, ol 98 Usel 81 g8 S AR U ¥ bl gal 81 § Ieorg A1 Arg b
A7 2012ﬁ7ﬁﬂﬁ§ﬁmﬁww‘TheNewyorker’ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ?WWE@
WM TR UF 980 IHGRYT o BTl 9Rd &1 HIfeam F&f 8, 399 980 THaR]
el 81 H F@ie R @1 g, S S99 HIfSIT BRI & MR 7 HET 8- “We are not in
newspaper business. We are in advertising business. If 90 per cent of your read news
come from advertising, you are in advertising business.” X, # foeft &1 a9 T T
el El SHD! 9gd Ml gsl IR H 99 &l $I g=gare o1 g, a9 I8
ared fovar o genfRafy o1 7, # 9ars| <@ # 98 ug ey o1, af et oft & Sfeam
SR Y I1e 3| 59 |1 gy qR U a1 ‘Sieae MR W ge g 3fs ol
I IS H Ieerd AT b el St 57 g o Bl v I8 99 fhar 6 faemT & iR
T A EaR Fate 2, difes § 99 &8 9% 97, fSawd s9R |9 4 91 98 © 6
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TS BH I RIS A s ANT a1 HIfSAr § |qls a8 drel AT J14 et b1
T €, 98 WIRS! 91ed €, W] &9 99 $8 IR & 'ei § 9 e 7, o
TR W B BT Pls Heldd T8l ol YAT B gan? HfsAT § &4 gy o arm =
‘ﬁ%ﬂTa?selfcriticism?JTselfintrospectstl’\’ BHHT BT f?mu, SH @Wﬁqﬁ?ﬁﬁ,
W H Ieolg PHRAT 8T g b STilfad bhddl & dgd Mo Fifai o1 aRome &
5 o1 HIfSAT ABeM ¥ SSXT H 98d AT &l IS I8GATS BRell o, S8
gearl 2, HIfsaT TEN 59 ISR A Afie a1 @ gs ok Hifsar wR gqaT dlen
BRI 3R TST| 60-70 BT GR ITG DI, $H A T FISTT BT G I BT Sl
o1 I T Sl e et & wifere A, 981 sferpax Hifsar & Aifere o, 99 W 39
HfeAr # JeRdl Aured Fipell BT dd I8 AW AT [ Ueh a9 IS J@aR b
Hured I IRURT & q8d Hed o fb YATTHAT b Ug & qIg AT gORT HEaqul ug Bl
g Afdd 9T Y, IR I HUISH hel TU? FUISH essence of values b Udid | BHR
A1 e vl 41 STt 8 X8 9 b dured @ 81 Y| SR3RI H I8 dedl §
o STu=l THe & A Pl § b Abe sHIAMl H o I Afiedr faReRT &1
3fc BT 3R Y=BIRGT & HuTahi bl 3id 81 Tl

TR U AT 1991 AUSHIG §, 19 < & sy § i Wige, 3nfre
IIRIGRN BT TN ST 95 36! @l 1 g3, <ifh Wg #HrT & 1 I Freper o
3R I fay Y IRE 1 9 ISSRIPRVT SI UishaT 7 gga AR divi g9 Hifsar # @1
qfsar axHl & R 3 gdhidd 71 22 BT SRIIR AR #3liel 3RIIR Al 31+
ST BT TTE oIS @ T 3R I 'R Y THad 7 Tl 37T B ghldbd o1 87 TR
o 0T faorg Sft 7 Soei foban {6 3y Saw #1fda €, a1 ergeR fHadrfergl a8 g
UgS BT AT, TG MSFSATST 4, MWl H, Hea1 ¥ YRT AN BIST Yofl 4 RIaR
fpTel T o, fh 31N BT 981 TV 21 31ST Ul Wise 1 U1 81 717 & b o9
Td T Yoll MUk T el 2, q9 P 31T JWIR Bl g1 § Y2l T8l B Fhdl o
H A A 3R ST I Bl gdTal 81 @ Y8l gl Yol UM b IR A 8, AR
e, Uh.S1.37E, iRt ok & @Ml 3R 3T §1 goit o &, af 3 goil @t
B, IFPBI R T AMUBT <1 gedl ¢l Uwd &A1 # s7Ye dive 98d 961 81 Hal
# 3gaR b U Afth A Deldelc HRaT X1 AT, I Udl =l b 3R YD &4 A
TG T 3R IR TUY SEaR &1 G- U8d 7, I TS T Ter # 9¢ Aag
PRI HT °ICT BN 3R A § &1 |l PRI P Gl 8RNI AT, e, frdera,
freqaaar, @9 $© amu goft & o9 fRdl w7 <1, v 89 $9 39T a=d § b
B9 984 S8R NI I fRaaig SRIAR el Ui ?

AR, H ST § b 30 993 & oIy Hedl, saferg § Wev # 8 IS8R0 SR
U1 A AT HON WX $B God © [ H RRART S 81 Apell 21 gl goira
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g ¢ & P4 RRM W) 9 RR 4§ R 81 &Rk ve &1 81y 4 <o UwR, <.,
e B AFRRM T 81 MR®T 3R <ifvferar o1 g2 # ff 39 W vfody 7, U
BT 1 W ORI GeId I8 & b o 1Y 3 a1 ST HHIRE @t Sioxd 39 991 H
& s Hfear @t vargerer TIRSTeN o aet w1 ART <FIRT gEa I € 5 Lo,
RGN fAsmIerar TOiRkET & SfEHMd g9 SY 3R 7SS SmanT St i
9 A1 Bl Al MR 3R capacity to pay H T8l ©, Id] IRBN Haa B AR AT
gma I8 ¥ fF BN ik R Wit W T &dl w1l =dl ae I8 gl STt
3RIART BT U@ dgd P 2, ARAI AR P 9gd dTdhd 2, IqPb AJAR B4
g 8 (g &t =93, W), H SI-F A9 3R ®E B U 91§ BT
W1 vieat gera gg ¥ f6 fifsay/feufea Sewi @ g @ & fog faeT 4 &%
HSH IO TV T, I K W &4 I G ol A1 B3l Y9 I8 ¢ [ U9 profia
P TUYAE el T W W Wiaai g I8 8 fb Colonial PRB Act (Press &
Registration of Books Act)EﬁWGITQI

TR, 3fd H H g IqER0T ARl & forg <97 ArEan g, Sff geR 1 99 © QiR
SR W 90 21 H UfST 8w S GHY & T ISERVT Bl Iool HRAT A8dl gl 1962 b
IR & 918 R d TRTRE g § qarE g, w®iife 39 99g J=ER I8 8 <@l oA
% YR 8HR B, VP AUGHI HI Jal 99 & foIg dfed St 71 ®a1l 7 a9
Hured A A GAT, S gHR fAee H31ed & AT 9, 9 gl 91 PR o MY, 39 Al H
UfET St 7 < 6 S9H 99 a7h & SIS UFBR UH.SMR. el TiddR BT 19 el ol
Ufed S 51 qeT 6 s9a1 99 9l el 87 9P WS gors I8 of F 9 ufeq St &
9 T b g9 e Al UET S 7 S Gl H U8l A TH.IR. JAddHR Bl
foran ear e & @1 IS Fem arell § 99 9@ 9% £fe A8 enl, 99 9@
AT wred B a1 A R 81 g=gare|

S} AT AT : A ITHATRT SfY, o1 Geft ® 5 A5 Sft o ¥st Hieg ©
&1, RTAeRY 281, A 89 AR S99 fFAwerar 31 ot S=fie -d 81 3R 9FSIRAT
fFraerar &1 SR T =rel Ml a1 v el € b Sear § Wel e Se udn T8l i
9 Q¥ & Hf$AT 7 FrRifed disii o1 Yot 911 R uiifea Gl & =gt T8l gl
S, favg & Bl ol 991 F @R $T ggdll U1 dedl, dARPR, Sobell, BT A
Y% 7TEl Bl &, dfcth 98 begfded <ol 9 Yo BT 8, olfdb AR S & AEIR BT
U1 U1 AT WISAT B ST 8! dIol gl §1 37 89 Al o | 3R ¥@T B
v Sor a1 a8l Mfear & o 99 TS| H g B A S A B A P 59
I BT &7 YW, Rl $AA I BT JHAM I 98 BIT B

$19, 311 UIfeTaImie &1 gA1a galll A SIS Sil, 39 W HIfear &1 st
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W PR | 99 UIfarie &1 g1a gaTl ol 99 §HY Q4T o S R < H T &
M YO 39 GHY BIs 41 Gl Iel Wil Il SqH AR STl 9Iet & U I,
G I 9 TAR T HAT 81 Y, U1 o o HifSdT T R & fhar g1 S
THM SRIT AT o1, 9gd Al 9 bl T3, e H He1 81 arsdll 3l b5 Bl
WRBR & $IM W IR UG B WHR BT 1 T F * 81 8T 8, A1 a7 91
IRIY © fh g Bl TR & N TR HfSAT b gRT SN IS B GXhR BT o *
1 YT ¥, I8 378! a1 8 Bl 4, US “oNSTdd” Ul ¥, SO I UEd U=
W EAR Y & G HAl S BT wieT aan iR I9E D S HHed ford, @
HIfSAT &1 I4T fora™ &1 AfTBR 27 I8 S © & 89 T T2 dled &, 9 984 a9
e & €, afd fosdl &1 aRF 17 &x &1 Bl NI 781 81 * B 39 < Bl
-1 M g7 e A v @ 6 e aRER §ogdl g9 §, Sidih * @l
7 Iferad off, 98 NI dd el Iard TAT FAT BT ¥ IEH, S A I B
R1 i T fam [T e @l Ve WY < faam T O R <9 H JeeR 8 e
g1 37T UIR ¥ U <Y1 Bl & &b BART 30 IR TRH b Tl fege # gReH
% 39 BR o a5 81 1Y fF Hifewn 7 AR < @) fFAifea R R ace # o
DI B9 B dlcl Bl T8l b o] SR IS & 1Y His MR ST 9T His Bl Yol d
W feEman 11 SR TR UG | 9 S R 81 I8l A, dldlens. @ Rurd
3fs, | WfSAT Il | godl § 6 9 59 <o & i T81 @ o9 ddlams. 3
I ART BT S TE qran?

JATSThel Udb AT HIf$AT It Tt Bl AIeTel HsfOAT ¥ NiIdT a8l dus! SdR
g1, gt amel aRE &9 &R Q1 AR HA SN, 399 It HIfSAT R 3Md! el
T BBl AP T TSI, Hifh Tg THART IV STARIE BT W HY X&T &l TAT o
el & & |rerar Hifsar # wieh dsls 8l W81 8 3R ol 918, 98 fhdl & fou oo €
PHE | TP AT, T NfSAT F 1699 F N 7 S FT-RT bed ol &l F
AT & Aiferi ®1 verer TE1 g ARSI P71 vererR g1 ST 91 29T 81 BT 2
S dareeTar ffem Wk R g By S 8, S99 T U9 B aaers W T8l &
ST B1 979 31 S72 Il 8] o], S99 24 € B ot al fh Al Sieifersd &3
U7 T8 81T, SIaf% 89 99 ded § b Ui eIl o aney? J3A Sff, #§ argm
5 oy Sta1g < 6 MRaR oy g9 dia g=IRAT Bl 3 B ? 3T 98 A d7ed
g 81 I8 © 3R 9gd ¥ I7ed 91 ¥ I I &1 S99 I1 A1 {6 Pia-ers T8 e
B & a7 feft 1 omelt aerare firer <& B emun Wifewn areli & fRal wf e & foru
PI AT SRART I91T, i A7 RIeH S9R—I1? 79T a1 g9-98 ol IR d9ed WG X8
g1 o1 ol are var 81 S 5 <9 & goiufy S =St A agl Yot <% @) ge
T, TG AT gY IS I, BH gU 3 I iR H Pe 8 § b 3/ A1 I8 P& W 8l

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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AT 81 PR Yo &fh o 20-20 I7ed Wl fofg ok 39 &fh 7 oo feaq 4 ==
TS, TROR W IHD AN 3[H S O B IR BRN? Hal A =1 M2 3R
HfAH 37 AN A B8 < [ MUPI I§ Yo A § Al AU Hord F Tl ol
foramT g7t FoIgR 21 37T 9 ol i ¥t e o1 32 87 39 9a A a1 adf &
I1d S| gdT Tl S Alferd] & g & oy 91 313 I71 98 & HHAIRAT & U&l &
forq ara armg) § #iferpl & var &b forg e we1 gan g1 HA I8! a1 Hel b TABIN
g1 SIRIH W1 & 71 et SiRkgw & Bl & taaRI &1l offhs S v amy &
T W E, AR 7 Sd oy B9 A G g918? HEi--BHel 919 BT IR MIHT
frPTerT TSN 3R 3= 17 &1 IRAT 8] fbrell al <3 & 1 SATH F8! 81
3R PR Tfed =Sl <efl, 3MMUB] I8 A TSN $H ST BT Ugell T g iaed
=S W ST AR 6 <% BT ISR RT PR I 8 ...(FTIH)... ...(AHI DI °Y)... T8
TP e ..(aaam)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Please conclude.
it 9T SrETe : H SA1eT e dieranl § A1 99 €1 3uds fSfifterT # e gon gl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : But your time is over .

it A AT : HAl SN, § Bacle R Y bl B AT B NRERT W
Aot Tyl ol o & BT aue! wg o R8T 81 Al 89 Aad! ol oy, §odhx
fEwpd PR Y| oifh 59 <2 & 0 & folw 89RT RI=ERT 8, &Rl &
eR 2, IRt ot Rrerer 2 @1 i fifsar o ff e e et =nfzy
3R HIfSTT @1 el 39 <9 & 3 H BT AMRY 3R BARY <91 Y 94T feq o areddl
g1 AT 31 Ul SRS B o SaT (ol $B 39 TBR el

SHRI P. RAJEEVE: Sir, we are discussing a very important issue. I would like to
draw the attention of the House to the editorial published in the New York Times recently
on 27th July, 2014. I think, it is the first time that the international media has published
an editorial regarding Freedom of the Press in our country. The title of this editorial is,
‘India’s Press Under Siege’. I quote the first paragraph, “When Indira Gandhi, India’s
Prime Minister, declared a state of emergency on June 25, 1975, she immediately imposed
strict censorship of the Press. With defiant exceptions, much of the Press caved in quickly
to the new rules, prompting L.K. Advani, one of the founders of the Bharatiya Janata
Party, who was jailed during the emergency, to comment later: ““You were merely asked to
bend, but you chose to crawl.” These are the comments of the great BJP leader, Advaniji.
But what has happened now? The newspaper, DNA, pulled an article off its website this

month, which was written by Rana Ayyub, which was, | am quoting, “critical of Prime
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Minister, Narendra Modi’s appointment of Amit Shah to head the Bharatiya Janata Party,
citing the charges of murder, among other crimes, for which Mr. Shah is still technically

on trial”. This is happening in our country today.

I again quote from New York Times editorial, “More recently, media owners are
bringing direct pressure on journalists to curb reporting or change editorial direction.
Several prominent journalists have been pushed out of their jobs or have resigned in

protest because they refused to go along.”

Actually, we have no specific media freedom as per the Constitution. That is an
extension of Article 19(1) of the Constitution, that is, freedom of speech and expression.
But, Sir, we are talking about freedom of the Press. The Press is considered as the fourth
pillar of democracy, but this is the only ‘commercial pillar’. Media itself is a corporate
entity. We cannot expect the functions of the fourth pillar of democracy from a corporate

entity nowadays. That is the reality.

Recently, the great take-over of the day happened, that is, Reliance took over TV18.
But what is happening now? Who decides as to what we will see, what we will heat, or
which movie we will see? Sir, TV18 has 18 channels. Radio channel, 92.7 FM, is run by
Reliance. BIG Screen, the greatest cinemas in country, is run by Reliance. BIG Screen and
BIG Cinemas are the major producers not only of Bollywood movies but also of regional
language movies. These are also controlled by Reliance. Regarding DTH system, that is
also run by Reliance. This biggest corporate conglomerate is also India’s biggest media
company. Then, what do we do for diversity of opinion, plurality of opinion, or, is it just
for favourable news coverage? What is the main feature of our democracy? Diversity
is crucial to Indian democracy. How can we expect democratic functioning of media in
this scenario of monopoly media and cross-media ownership? In 2008, the Government
referred to TRAI the issue of cross-media ownership. There is horizontal extension, vertical
extension and diagonal extension. In print media, electronic media and radio, that is called
horizontal. Vertical means a TV channel producing the same thing and also taking over
the DTH. And, there is a diagonal system. They are controlling the telecommunication
and other sectors. This is cross-media ownership. Nowhere in the world is this type of
cross-media ownership allowed. I request the Government to reconsider the Report of the
Standing Committee, which was then headed by your present Minister, Shri Rao Inderjit
Singh. He was the Chairman of the Standing Committee on Information Technology and
I was the Member of that Committee. The Standing Committee strictly demanded to take

action against the cross-media ownership. It is a very serious issue.

Sir, two TV channels are off-air in one region. Wherever it is off-air, wherever it is
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banned, we strongly protest. We stand for the freedom of the Press, Sir. But this is another
mechanism. There are cable TV organizations, broadcasters’ organizations. If a Trade
Union calls for an agitation or protest, then, all media write against them. This is another
monopoly of these types of organizations. The Government should consider this issue.
Because of time-constraint, I would not like to take up more points. There is an important
issue of ‘paid news’, which has already been mentioned by some colleagues. There is
an issue of Private treaties. If you go to the website of some newspaper, you can see,
‘private treaty’. If you open it, you will find 50 to 60 companies names, which means that
this newspaper has shares in these companies. Times of India is the largest shareholder
in different companies in India. It is an adjustment. You are giving advertisement in the
newspaper, and, the company gives shares to that newspaper. It is ‘private treaty’. It
was already mentioned by some colleague. So, Sir, Paid News is a very serious issue.
Sir, I would like to quote the hon. Vice-President of the country. He said that this is a
serious threat not only to the freedom of the Press but also to the democracy. The Standing
Committee gave serious recommendations and it gave two choices, namely, (i) There
should be a statutory body viz., Media Council having eminent persons as its members to
look into all media contents, both from print media and electronic media, with powers to
take strong action against the defaulters. Under this process, the Press Council of India
shall be wound up, or, (ii) the Press Council of India should be revamped and cast with
powers to take care of print media and a similar statutory body is to be set up for electronic

media. ...(Time-bell rings)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI P. RAJEEVE: I am concluding, Sir. Regarding the Broadcasters’ Association
and the internal mechanism, there is a Constitutional provision or legislative backing.
There is no independence; there is no representative of Parliament or any other body.
The Government should take up this issue also. Regarding the cross-media ownership,
the recommendations of the Standing Committee ...(7ime-bell rings)... This is my last
sentence. They should take it up on priority basis and act so as to prevent monopolistic

trends in the media. Thank you, Sir.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Dr. Keshava Rao.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, first of all, no sane person in this
country would say that there should not be freedom of the press. Everybody would abide
by it, and, I have been a journalist of some reckoning. I opposed censorship of the Press,
and, my paper was blacklisted. This happened during the Emergency. I have been a

Member of Indian Union of Working Journalists, so, we know what exactly the Press
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freedom is. I agree with everybody who spoke about the freedom of the Press. There is
nothing more which I can add. I totally agree with Mr. Rajeeve who said that there has
to be a Council, there has to be some kind of monitoring but what exactly is this. As
Derek says, the issue today is that indirectly, or, clandestinely somebody wants to focus
on something else. What is their focus? There is timing of the debate and the focus of
the debate. While speaking this, you really brought in something which is happening in
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. Sir, yesterday, I gave you a notice that we should discuss
about the Press freedom in Telangana because the two premier TV channels of Telangana,
known as T-News, and, V-6, have been banned in Andhra from day one. But we did not
complain to Javadekar ji, the Chief Minister, the Police or Mr. Chairman. We thought that
in a democracy, people will set it right. We thought, we should bear with it. This is one
question. But what exactly happened, and, what was the focus that my friend wanted to
bring in?

Telangana channels, I understand, had banned telecast of two TV programmes. Why
did they do it? I would totally agree with you that it should not have happened. They
should have not indulged in this kind of suppression or this kind of control. But that is
exactly the question I would like to ask because I don’t want to spoil the very mood of
this House, nor do I want to indulge in vulgarity. Do you know what is being opposed?
None of you know. I know you are all talking because you don’t know the background,
the news report. Ramesh sahib would talk after this, I know. The content of these two

programmes is unspeakable, I am telling you, Sir, if anyone here, only one I am asking,

agrees that this is freedom of Press, I will * myself, I will * myself here in this House.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. Don’t make such statements.
DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: All right. You remove it, Sir. ... (Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Don’t make such statements. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: As a journalist I am talking to you; as a writer [ am talking

to you; as a citizen I am talking to you; as a democrat I am talking to you.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is expunged. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Do you know what it says, Sir? “SH 3GH! &I BT
because they are opposed to Telanganga. In our State, there were two regions. The

Andhra region was certainly opposed to Telangana. So, what they say is, ‘3N HETITY,

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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ORT®Y... # 3meres F81 drardT, fhd=il ol U1 914 21 ..(Faem)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: * is expunged. ...(Interruptions)... The word *’ is

expunged. ...(Interruptions)... It is unparliamentary. It is expunged. ... (Interruptions)...

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, I am urging you to expunge any bad word, any
vulgarity. But, unfortunately, that is there in the CD. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI C.M. RAMESH (Telangana): Sir, why is he targeting ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is expunged. Please sit down. ... (Interruptions)...
I have expunged it. Sit down. ...(Interruptions).. Mr. Ramesh, don’t waste
time. ...(Interruptions)... You will not get time. ...(Interruptions)... No, sit down.
...(Interruptions)... 1 am giving you a chance. Then, you can ...(Interruptions)... Mr.

Ramesh, you can reply when your chance comes. ... (Interruptions)...

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, I am telling you to please expunge because this is
something which I feel myself ashamed to quote. I hang my head in shame. He wants not
to refer these CDs to you. But I want to send it to everyone of you to see how they have
coerced me or all the agitators of Telangana. They continue to do it. They come and explain
to me; they come and apologise to me; they come and touch my feet. ... (Interruptions)...

I am asking Rameshyi ... (Interruptions)...
SHRI C.M. RAMESH: Sir, he is ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You will get your chance to reply. ... (Interruptions)...

You please sit down. ... (Interruptions)...

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: I ask the journalists. Do you think this is freedom of

Press? ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Then, you will not get chance. ... (Interruptions)...

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: The words are used with vulgarity ...(Interruptions)...
This is what we are opposing, but not the freedom of Press. Freedom of Press must
be there. Mr. Javadekar and myself have been members of the PCI. We have both sat
together for the amendment to the Act. We said it is not only necessary to have the PCI,
but it should also have teeth. And again, we said that it should be all over the States. Then

again came a proposal from the Vice-President of India, the Chairman of this House, who

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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said: Why don’t we have a National Council for the Press? We agreed. We have been
working on that. That is what exactly all the Members here are speaking but nobody is
trying to defocus because clandestinely they are bringing about these two CDs. I am sure,
none of you agree that this is freedom of Press. Even the first speaker came out and said
we are all disagreeable to the content, as Mr. Ramesh is saying. Just saying ‘disagreeable’

will not help. What do we do, is the question. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI C.M. RAMESH: Sir, he is taking my name. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. ...(Interruptions)... 1 will allow you.

...(Interruptions)... Mr. Ramesh, you will not get time, if you waste time.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, I don’t want to get into any controversy at all. I want

you to join me. ...(Time-bell rings)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, please conclude. ...(Inferruptions)... Your time

is over. Please conclude.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Just one thing, Sir. Mr. Javadekar wrote a letter to a State
Government. The Secretary gave a show cause notice. We all welcome. But the State
Government has nothing to do with the case. ... (Interruptions)... But TV Channels went to
the court. The court has rejected this. The High Court has rejected this. Having seen this

content, they say this is not freedom of Press. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI C.M. RAMESH: It is not rejected. ...(Interruptions)... They said

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Ramesh, this is very bad on your part.

...(Interruptions)...
DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: If they think, I withdraw that also. Whatever it is...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Keshava Raoji, please conclude.

...(Interruptions)...

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, only the last sentence. I am agreeing with the Central
Government, Mr. Javadekar being in the seat. I have worked with him for four years in
the PCI. Let us do something about this arrogance, this blackmailing. Let not everything

happen like this. But please understand it is true that we can not take to law.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay, please. ...(Interruptions)... Please take your
seat. Okay.
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DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Even I would not have only banned, but I would have
done something else. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. T. Subbarami Reddy. You take less than four or

five minutes.
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I will speak very briefly.

Sir, there is no doubt that in a democratic country freedom of the Press is very
important. It is the Press which is the mouthpiece of the public. It is the Press which
communicates the people’s feeling to the people. It is an accepted fact. The only issue is
this. Dr. K. Keshava Rao, Mr. Chowdary and Mr. Ramesh have talked about it. TV9 and
ABN Andhrajyothi are very popular TV channels. They have also been playing a very
important role. They have been friendly with everybody. Sometimes, unfortunately, what
happens is that you are going by a car and suddenly an accident takes place. There is no
answer for that. Here also some accidental communication took place in such a way that
it hurt the feelings of Telangana leaders. Dr. Keshava Rao explained and showed it to me.
I was surprised to read the language which they used. Maybe it was used accidentally or
innocently or by mistake. But that is a different issue. We cannot blame everybody. But
something like this has happened. This has hurt their feelings. They have also realised
it. In fact, I also spoke to them. I asked them what happened and I told them to patch up
with them. They are ready for it. But the kind of language used provoked the Telangana
Government to such an extent that it made them very, very upset and it lost the patience.
It appears that they are not prepared to patch up with them. Anger is a human feeling. But

you must calm down. We should not resort to retaliation.

The Information and Broadcasting Minister, Mr. Prakash Javadekar, is always cool
and smiling. He is a smart and balanced person. He is capable of solving the problem.
He should tell them that they should never repeat such a mistake from the media point
of view. At the same time, the Telangana Government, which is very angry, should calm
down. You can mediate and ask it to patch up with them. That is very important. I am
again repeating that it was an accident. It was not intentional. It happened by mistake. But
if it is a mistake or not, an accident is an accident and there will be pain. Similarly, when
the media hurt the feelings of the people of Telangana, naturally they would feel angry.
But there must be a solution. So many days have already passed. We are also missing it. It

is a good channel. It brings news of Hyderabad city every day. All of us want a solution.

This debate has three parts. One, in a democratic country, the freedom of the media

is very important. Nobody denies it. It is very important. Two, every Government, whether
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at the State or at the Centre, supports it. Three, when this type of unexpected clashes

come, a solution is required.

Therefore, I request Mr. Javadekar to intervene and solve the problem. He can ask
them to patch up with them. The Telangana Government should calm down. And the

media should not repeat this kind of mistake in the future. Thank you very much, Sir.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr. Sanjay Raut, not here. Then, Mr. D. Raja.

SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, free Press, independent media, is the strength
of our democracy. It plays a very important role in building public opinion. It plays a
catalyst role in leading the people into actions. It, in fact, conditions the thinking of the
people. It shapes the views of the people. Thereby, it strengthens the Indian democracy,

as we have today.

Sir, the disturbing feature and the distressing trend is, the ownership of media
houses is increasingly passing into the hands of corporate houses. It adversely impacts
the objectivity and neutrality of news and views. In fact, the journalists, whether they
are working journalists or non-journalists or employees, are treated as workers and their
condition is very miserable. I can say, the mouse which they hold in their hands, the pen
which they hold in their hands, can be mightier, but these journalists lead a miserable life.
For instance, when my good friend, Mr. Oscar Fernandes was the Minister, I did go to him
with a demand for constitution of a Wage Board. A Wage Board was constituted headed
by Justice Majitha. The Wage Board gave its recommendations. The Government of India
notified the recommendations on 11th November, 2011. The Supreme Court issued orders
in the month of February, 2014 asking that these recommendations must be implemented
by the print and electronic media managements. There are a few managements which

implemented these recommendations, but they have done it very partially. Many
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managements do not implement these recommendations. Why? The present Government
should take note of these recommendations. I think, my good friend, Mr. Javadekar will
address this serious question. Journalists have to fight for their livelihood, for their job
security and fight for their rights. Non-journalist employees do fight for their rights. For
instance, we have two major news agencies — one is the PTI and the other is the UNI. The
UNI is in a very deep economic crisis. Journalists and employees do not get their salaries
for months together. How are you going to address this issue? As a Government you need
to come forward to help such an agency, and to protect the interests of Journalists and

non-Journalist employees.

Now, we are discussing this issue in the context of what has happened or what
is happening in Telangana and Andhra States. I do not want to add much after hearing
our good friend, Dr. Subbarami Reddy, and issues will have to be sorted out. There are
various ways to sort out these issues, whether it is the Assembly or Parliament, there is
a way to tackle it. The House can take its own course of action. There is a legal course
also. Despite all these things, we should not try to suppress the media, or, going in for
censorship of the press or the TV. There I think the Press Council of India has a role. The
Press Council of India does not have teeth to bite and bring discipline. The Press Council
of India should have statutes, should have certain legal powers to act, whether you call it
Media Council or you strengthen the existing Press Council, it is for the Government. But
we will have to uphold the freedom of the press. We will have to uphold the independence

of the media, and they are the strength of the Indian democracy. Thank you.

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you very much,
Sir. I have been listening very patiently to what everyone has said. Of course, there is
a lot of valuable suggestions and common sense there. I want to specifically address
certain issues concerning the State of Telangana. Telangana is a new State that has come
into being. Here is a golden opportunity whereby we can evolve as a very responsible
Government, and media which would collectively able to serve the purpose and end what
Telangana tries to achieve. Unfortunately there has been a very acrimonious start to what
has happened there. Media is not just a media. It is the fourth pillar of our democracy.
We expect from the media a kind of accountability and responsibility. There will be
aberrations. There will be misreporting. There will be enhanced and enraged sentiments
that come about as we have witnessed across the country and my respected colleagues
have articulated here. But does that mean that there are no courses on which we can
do course corrections. Is it that we are so helpless that we can’t set things right? Are
we saying that by that violation of the concerned media we are in a righteous position

whereby we will compound the injury by acting extra constitutionally? There are checks
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and balances which are inherent in our great democracy whereby we correct ourselves
and nudge each other in that direction of rightness. When that dissolves, there will be
civil unrest. Today this Parliament is going to be discussing amendments to juvenile
justice laws. There is social media that comes about into that. We are able to coerce
young impressionable minds to go and meet unknowns and strangers. We are able to sit
back and watch peadofiles preying on young children, who have access to Internet and
pornography. We are unable to control free access to pornography all over the country,
and you have juveniles committing crimes, which is now going to make sure that we
bring amendments to juvenile justice laws. All of these are spinoffs of aberrations. So
what do you do? Do we go ahead and then violate rules that have been issued by TRAI?
No multisystem operator can just arbitrarily take off air channels as has been done in
Telangana. If the channels have been abusive or offensive, it is not acceptable to anyone.
Anyone with any sense of rightness or decency will not contribute to that. But there are
corrective measures. There are methods by which we can set them on to the right path.
This kind of one-upmanship where we are going to show muscle and might against each
other, the Executive and the media, is not going to give you the desired results. Hence we
come to Assemblies and the Parliament where we raise issues like this to ensure that this
goes back into course correction and it would be wise, if it is self-regulatory. If you take
off two prime channels because of our injured sense of self, number one, it shows you as
being far more vulnerable than what you are. You are Chief Ministers of States and you
should have the authority and the accountability whereby the citizens of the State see you
as a person who is fair, who can correct things and who can continue maintaining the
pillars of democracy. That is the primary concern that we address, and not the individual
egos that go into deteriorating systems like this. This will only lead to deterioration of
law and order in these places. The Government of Telangana must realize that they have
to be able to come forward. You are the Government. You are the one who is supposed
to be accountable and responsible. Now whatever you have objected to is heard by all
and you can set it up on different fora whereby these will be addressed and corrections
will take place. But if you are going to be an offender as well, then I am sorry there is no
public sympathy. The larger picture is of the freedom of Press; the ability of the Press to
articulate what is happening and more important, to reflect what happens in the society.
It is not that the media is always right. We have had enough and more incidents where
we are all witness to history, where we have seen how the media leans one way or the
other. It is better that they also apply corrections to themselves and be self-regulatory
before other people step forward and intervene, which will be unpleasant for everyone.
Sir, this House has, on several occasions, discussed what else needs to be done for the

media. First, the Press Council is completely toothless. What is the point of having a
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figurehead and a rubberstamp if we are not going to empower them to take up issues
whereby they will be able to mediate and set the things right? At one time, when we were
on the other side of the Benches, the BJP had at that point said that we should look into
having an amendment and bring about different legislations which will set right such
instances and that will be a separate enactment for print media and for visual media to
ensure that they contain the autonomies and are able to police them in that sense. Now
policing doesn’t have to necessarily be a bad word. On the social media, if the House
recalls, when Shri Kapil Sibal brought about a thought that there should be a restraint
on the social media, we had a mass reaction, a thoughtless mass reaction, where we
had people howling for the freedom of Press without understanding the dimensions, the
national security risks, the influence on juveniles, what happens to vulnerable women
and many aspects of our society which go through the prism of our social media. And
while we all encourage that we must have access to free Press, free Press must also come
forward with their own sense of responsibility and accountability, as they remain the
fourth pillar of our democracy. ...(Time-bell rings)... Sir, I am concluding. In the absence
of scientific policing, our policemen are tired everywhere. We need to be able to have
enhanced policing systems. You need to bring in police reforms. Otherwise, the CBI has
to start investigating every rape situation in this country. We did bring about checks, at
one point, that we would not allow victims’ names to be shown or children to be shown in
public. All these issues have been taken up and addressed, and some semblance of order
has come about. However, this is not sufficient. So, while we address the Press Council,
give them more teeth and empower the media, we also need to look at ourselves as the
Administrators of the Executive, like, we should, in the State of Telangana, to ensure that
there is a holistic integration and that we come out with peaceful solutions which will be

productive to all. Thank you very much for kind and patient hearing.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Ramdas Athawale. Not present. He was insisting
and he is not present! Now, Shri CM. Ramesh.

SHRI C.M. RAMESH: Sir, because of the limited time, I would only speak about
the ban of two channels.

The objective of media, be it print, electronic or social, is to educate the people and,
I would say, it can also swipe at policies, programmes and various other issues for the
benefit of the people. Media can even use humour or satirical shows to put forth its point.
For example, Aaj Tak telecasts a humorous programme called "So Sorry", the NDTV
telecasts "Great Indian Tamasha" and there are many other channels which telecast such
shows. The objective behind these is only to take the message to the people and not to hurt
or criticize anybody. So, it should be taken in that spirit.
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From the night of 15th June, 2014, the Telangana Multi System Operators
Association stopped airing popular Telugu TV Channels, TV9 and ABN Andhra Jyoti,
in the State of Telangana without giving any notice to cable subscribers and also to TV
channels. It is in violation of Sub-regulation 10 (2) of the Standard of Quality Regulation,
2012 issued by TRAI for DAS areas which says: "No multi-system operator shall take off
the air or discontinue exhibition of any channel without giving prior notice of 15 days to
the subscribers and such notice shall be published in the local newspaper and displayed

through scrolls on TV screen."”

In the same way, a similar provision exists in Sub-regulation 17 of the Standard of
Quality Service (Broadcasting and Cable Services) Regulations, 2009 for non-DAS areas

which says,...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Ramesh, just a minute. Hon. Members, we have
to take one of the following decisions, that is, either to postpone the discussion or we
postpone the time of the Private Members Business from 3.30 p.m. to whatever time the
House decides. We will allow 15 minutes, otherwise, we will see. To that extent Private
Members’ Bills time will also be extended. We will allow 15 minutes which is including

the reply of the Minister.

SHRIY. S. CHOWDARY: Sir, including the Minister’s reply it may take 25 minutes.
Kindly consider.

SHRI D. RAJA: Sir, how many more speakers are there?

SHRI V. HANUMANTHA RAO (Telangana): Sir, a solution should be found out.
That is the main point. Let them take time and you consider this thing. After that, he will
talk to the Chief Minister and finalise. How long should it go on?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please sit down. Mr. Ramesh, you take two more
minutes. Mr. Chowdhury, as you are the initiator, you take two minutes. The total is four

minutes. The Minister will reply in ten minutes. So the total is 15 minutes.

SHRI C. M. RAMESH: "No channel shall be taken off or discontinued from the
cable television network by a cable operator or multi-system operators, as the case may
be, without giving prior notice of, at least, three weeks to the subscribers along with the
reasons tor taking it of or discontinuing it and the cable operator or multi-system operator,
as the case may be, shall give such notice in an appropriate manner to its subscribers."
Even the terms and conditions of the Registration given in sub-rule SA of the Cable

Television Network Rules, 1994, cable operator/multi system operator should comply
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with regulations. And, the most important point is that the action of Telangana Multi
System Operators Association (TMSOA) violates Article 19 of the Constitution which
gives freedom of speech and expression. So, it is clear that Telangana Multi System
Operators Association (TMSOA) has not only violated the above regulations but also
Article 19 of the Constitution which gives freedom of speech and expression. I would
say that Telangana Multi System Operators Association (TMSOA) has acted maliciously

and arbitrarily.

In view of the above, I request Ministry of I & B to immediately intervene in the
matter and direct the Telangana Multi System Operators Association (TMSOA) to start
telecast of both TV9 and ABN. **Earlier also, seven or eight years back, the then

Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh * in the same manner wanted to *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That name is expunged. Please sit down. The name is
expunged. ...(Interruptions)... Don’t take such names who is no more. ... (Interruptions)...

I have expunged. Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI V. HANUMANTHA RAO: Sir, people also want to...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no; you please sit down. I have expunged.

...(Interruptions)... Mr. Ramesh, don’t create problems. Please sit down.

SHRI C. M. RAMESH: Sir, just one minute. **Just before elections, these two
channels have predicted that my party, TDP will get 0-3 MP seats, and 23 Assembly

seat respectively.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay, now please sit down. That’s all. Now, Shri
Chowdary. ...(Interruptions)... Please, sit down ... (Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY: That has been the violation of the

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Renuka, piease sit down. ... (Interruptions)...
Shri Ramesh, sit down. Don’t waste time, I am allowing Shri Y. S. Chowdary who was the

initiator. I am giving him two minutes.

SHRI Y. S. CHOWDARY: Thank you very much, Sir, for giving me again an
opportunity to conclude this discussion. My worry is this. Mainly, I request this entire

august House to focus on its repercussions and its ramifications which happen. If any

**English Translation of the original speech made in Telugu.
* Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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State Government takes this kind of autocratic decisions, many investors from foreign
countries are afraid of coming into our country. That is an important thing. Otherwise, if
it goes into a ‘Princely State matter’, again and again it gets into a dictatorship. That is

the most dangerous thing.

SHRI V. HANUMANTHA RAO: Sir, if he says that, I will also talk about the former
Chief Minister ...(Interruptions)...What is he saying? ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, sit down. He has not mentioned any name

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY: Similarly, this will also lead to many legal issues. It
impact investments, Ad-revenues, etc. People must have paid service charges for viewing
these channels. So, all these problems will come in. If we remember, I would like to

remind this august House, as a matter of fact, two years ago...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We have only ten minutes. Now, you limit to yourself.

Otherwise, reply will become shorter.

SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY: ...I have introduced a Private Member Bill to establish
FCC. There is no need for reinventing the wheel. In the US, there is a Federal Commission

for Communication ... (Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, it is over. Let the Minister reply.

SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY: In 1992, when the Securities Scam unfolded, we got

SEBI. Similarly, there is a Commission ...(time-bell rings)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We extended time only up to 3.45 p.m. Minister has

to reply. There is no time.

SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY: I take only two minutes ...(Interruptions)... 1 will take

only one minute ...(Interruptions)... One minute, Sir. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: If you go on speaking, Minister will have no time

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY: One minute, Sir ...(Interruptions)... Sir, you have given

me four minutes ... (Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, please, sit down ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI Y. S. CHOWDARY: As I was saying in the morning, the State Government

became a mute spectator ...(Interruptions)... In the last two months, I think, ten times
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I must have requested our hon. Minister. I don’t want the Central Government also to
become a mute spectator. I want the Central Government to take some action. That is my
demand, Sir. Thank you.

SHRI RAMDAS ATHAWALE (Maharashtra): Sir, I want to speak for a minute.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, it is not possible now. I have already announced
that extension will be only up to 3.45 p.m. The Minister has only ten minutes. Now, it is
not possible. I called you, but you were not there. We cannot function in this way. No, no.
I cannot allow that. There should be some discipline.

i} IFET S : W), 1 &1 e § <INV ..(Faem)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Time extended only for fifteen minutes. The Minister
has only ten minutes. I called your name, but you were not there. Now, you sit down

...(Interruptions)... 1 cannot allow this way.

[T 3R JHRYT AT & I H3Y; 9ITAR0T & iR STerar] gk acd+ F31ed &
I HA qAT WS BRI AATAT H g At (S ghT FESHR) ¢ W), U9 3R
HIfSTT ¥ T 9ga IR 59Nl b aR H 9gd 9dd =99l 39 9ed H g3l b4l
RN ST, R ORI Sfl, Y- Sfl, a1s.Ud. dIeR] Sil, 37 I7aie] Sil, o0l s
ST, SoIST UTed i, QX TeTe Sff, eRder Sft, A9 3mrdrer Sit, . <ol Sfl, H3rd
MG ST, GEARFT NSl Sff, o Mt Sit, S, 7SI S, YU @Rt St SR L.
Y A, all have passionately put forth their views. There are four issues. I will not
takelongtime.eﬂ"ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ;@ﬁwaﬁmwg?ﬂﬁwﬁgﬁﬂﬁw
ESRERIY =l %, I99 Freedom of Expression, Freedom of Organisation“ﬁ K| s’aﬁr
HEqql & b g9b 3faiid e Reflod anfe wR fa=R &= @l S Ard sisial
Afgem 7 g9 €t 7, I8 TR 984 §<1 fORId 81 3ol 519 89 WYY ofd €, 99 Udh
v g1 IA<ST Bl © b § <21 & e & ufy a1 I R U weei Bl
JFEJUV XA X BT § Pl el g b ARGR bl YT I8l § {6 U9 B Aroral
Al ST e &1 gREl 3§ Ml § 3R SAfey U9 &l 3TSITal Bl 89 3fe[uul
G, I R T 37 &1 I <31 g7 Ffeaq 21 ofe | Hifsar &1 ft 98 wen
=TET § & press freedom has not come for free. AT ferele St AT 3MTSiTal H @
AR 94 WAl SR 9 Uh-Ud snfcdha foran, gafey fafewr 7 91 4Amd-
AT AT ST bl o7 <1 UF Wisq &9 Wi § F81 fiel 8, s9d fow ar 3 as18
ST & 3R ATSTE] & a1e W SIF 1975 H gHD JMTSTa] W QR aRE 4§ urdal oifl SR
TSI T2 U & WisH &l @ a1 11 o1, df 39 oIy g9 gARI STar
% &7 S # w1c| 98 gafely die, Rifdh gar 781 of & feas #agq & 918 8ied a1
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foa AT & 915 BT, i S & A8 oS B od H Y, T9 el ASll Bl
12 9T 8¢ ¥, S99 9HY 89 Arad ¥ [ fhae |rell & a1 84 Biei A1 el Bl
B I9D! Hed a1, Jifs I8 IMeiel 9gd HedyUl § 3R SAfY &9 SHa!
BT DT ol AT ¥ T8l FAR WA JAAT 1 SHD! DI Gdblg 2, ST
URT hTeH &1 98d Wecd © 3R I 3fEUUN W AM2Tl No freedom come without
responsibilities. That is also an important truth. I8 R¥gifRifaferdt & = 78 g8rm &R
I T AT X1 Bl 21 X FAQrSit 50 Wil @ T9dR 7, Aoy § S99 ST
g3 1 § U3aRI & A1 g 8], TFIHR TR H & I8 AR 89 TFABRI Bl dsls
SSI| 37T QAT FARY 6 U a8 | #-1 W I8! WIheE e H gen 9rhar g {6 98
M v rifafaferdt g1 g ffarR Y 8 ik RarRt it € 8k 919 &9 39 S &l
AR ol T9 B Aldbad Ahel BRI 9 JATSMG! Bl AU I Bl STHAR]
WHR B W & AR I o ff 8 fF 98 9 ddal 3R IMMeme! &1 IuaRT RFar)
H B, AAfbT IS 5 $© BIAT & d9 9gd ART &Il &l gfh AR Bl ¥ &,
sferg 89 Sl T8l el 6 99 R ufdy o, <ifh ga &1 Ud Aeh HeblToH
2, 39 § Wow Weled A 1 dadr Fifd Jeled § W el WS AT & AR
IE 3l U] WIS eI 2| HIfSAT BI U Ach HBToH Sdied BT AT Sl §9 a1
% forg | A1 # B B 6 I8 RFaR 2 @ik 98 =ER 781 81 S Reart 9
I8 Tl PR T ©, AP [0 BIs &8 B Jawe &l

U BISRIS 3ih Sf$AT U Ve & d8d ®, oifd oial b |9 @l ¥ ®el, §
A U9 SRS BT R U1, IFH Bed @ St A &, I FH A1 ITH U =S B
i g9 g5 IR U9 HORTd &I 9ra” &1 W T =i g, and it has bacome a toothless
wonder. I I8 8 f ST 3w &7 3y wuad W 781 &, sAfU I8 a9 U
BRI & U 21 H W BT F o1, I SH W Y IR FA9 59 IR W Y9 IR B
I I GG U9 PN & U 8, I TR IADI I 3G, oAb I BSRael Bl
31T U8 <90 8

ol # S geldgiiie Hf$AT 8, 98 g9b SRR | el a8l S 39 g
Bl T YT TR B 8, R YT gledpRed AT ded & 3R f9e 1@ qd
FH SIReH A= &1 S99 U8l 39 WA AT Sff A1 Ig T YT BTl & 3R 59
PO Theldl W UK 88 ©, offh 3T B Uery iR Al gl 81 TereHe & fofg
il v e foue 9 7, R sreger 4ga7dl S 81 3 Iv¢ WRGR 7 8l 9918 &,
U I FIARIB] 7 915 §1 Sl 38R 2, 74 ¥ 9gd AN SR U9 8, RFd IR
H 99 AT ®Ed 8 6 30 3AER B U™ B 8, O 39 w'l 6 s $is R T8
2, AfpT Vsdrersoie geSie 9 U.U. LS. A¥d Bl Uh drs 9917 Bl 7S,
Us dt. #ATAg A7 9T FEl W 3R HReieH AT €, A S= g4 Sdl oo § iR
[P I I R HRATS Bl 8l oifeb, 39 Ay #efadst 4 A iR S Bt ol
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[t wepTer STTaS @R

SRR Bl AT Ao eI BT Sl IRT ¥E & AR DI Sl [RART 2, IT 9 gaR
& IR H, A1E 9T DIs W1 Bl, I BI &, I8 BI &1 T Hel Bl 9l 8, SAb IR H 3R
ATl S W 3ME I SHP! I YT RE A @ §1 U 3 Yol B H Had
et & IR § T8 B @ g, § o IorT F IR F TE 7 W@ g, Fifh
RITd SR AR 7 ] W & €1 I 9R SIS &1 § g8 AFar § b o9
STt SR RreTary, ST 81f, Tt HRT 97 31T ¢

HEIGY, AR M &1 g qe &1 S8l I |ierd HIfSA Bl a1d &, I8 3fs.<l.
FTA F ST 3T B BH A Mfed W ufrdy F AR F a1 7 ArEw, e
IGH 9l Uh T Jhiod 8 Fd REaR) &1 g8 8 9al U8 NiTad vy 9 e
R &1 &1 8, < 98 SR 3T & Ted T 81 US ol & de¥ H 984 o
T3T B 1 oIl 2 % Uap & "e1 1 9ad! SR fhan 21 IS <o @ a1 9T g,
e UBl §oT 8% Bls Wdl & IR HfSA & frF W St €1 o JeT § fb S
TG, §RT T § g3, ABN  Andhra Jyoti and TV9 &I UH.TH.311. 7 da
foram| 421 uge F'1 T 6 I5U WEHR F T a1 7, O A T WWHR Bl o)
SR, IHAT Y, d TSI & AfGIe H gHR Alshg 21 gaforg # 19
Ih! gt ol 8aR #3707 S9@T Bldl-377 {Hall 99 WRGR gRT I8 8T TAT
b STHT 39H BIs WY &1 =1 A1 49 Bel fb P 7, G AMURT SHH BIs Gae sl
2 A1 3T | SHH P Ho, Al IAD] AMDI g I TSI BN ...(FIHF)... AXBR BT
S BIS 1Y T8l 8, VAT I HET Bl 3FR S84 HEl 2 Al 34 & Sl dHdl, Iqdh
foIg S9! g 1 2T B o1 H 5 991 UH.UAL3AS. $I HIfET PR 8T g1 HifeT
PREB TP TAR B 6 I8 9gd IFBIIC 7, 98 WH BFT ANVl §9 IR B
IR PR WGR el o Fdhell a1 Bl TH.TH.3IR. VA1 7181 § {6 i 39 oRe
DI HERRMT M FF, I8 § He IEdl g1 Sy ST 98F Hil, 96% HIdb dal
gTTl Al § I8 WY 9T =med § fF g sfen 7€ 2, BF & g1 ared o 81 We

have already issued show cause notices. Under the provisions of the Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995, MSOs are granted permission by the Ministry to
operate in DSAs notified areas under certain terms and conditions. If the MSOs in
DSAs notified areas violate any of the terms and conditions, the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting can suspend or revoke the license/registration of MSOs

under Section 4(7) of the Cable Act.

al 31T 5 g9 HIfET 6, BT BT YIS HOIT| FHIE 8T © df SIb 8, 7ol
AT U BT STTSITGT JFEJUUN G MR A1 -A1 AJG BT 3T DI Siifad @ & forg
S ) SRyT eRiaE! 8, 98 dRiare! gRfl I8 9sHr afevl et off tH.od.en. a1
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T AR T8 & fb g8 AR o Ah| 99 g1 &1 H Pl arsdl gl 9gd-98d
RIS

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, we take up the Private Members’

Legislative Business. Bills for Introduction. ... (Interruptions)...

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, the hon. Minister has not talked about two T.V.

Channels of Telangana which have been banned in Andhra Pradesh. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no; we take up the Private Members’ Legislative
Business. ...(Interruptions)... No, no; the time is over. It is already 3.45 p.m., the time is

over.
DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, the Minister has not replied ... (Interruptions)...
SHRI V. HANUMANTHA RAO: Sir, ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is Private Members’ time. ... (Interruptions)...

No, it is Private Members’ time. ...(Interruptions)... It is Private Members’ time.
...(Interruptions)... Private Members’ Legislative Business; Bills for introduction. The
Medical Consultancy and Other Services (Rationalization of Fees) Bill, 2013; Shrimati
Renuka Chowdhury. ... (Interruptions)...

S} UhTIT SITASHY : BIs WU T8l &, S W) TA.TH.3M. © ...(a8M)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, Shrimati Renuka Chowdhury.
SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY: Sir, I said, " I introduce the Bill".

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: But you have not asked my permission.
...(Interruptions)... First you ask the permission.

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY: Sir, I may be permitted to introduce the
Bill.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Which Bill? ...(Interruptions)... No, no; you can’t do
like that.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS
The Medical Consultancy and Other Services (Rationalisation of Fees) Bill, 2013

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I move for leave to
introduce a Bill to rationalise the consultancy and other medical services fees for making
them affordable for the common man in the country and for matters connected therewith

or incidental thereto.



