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The countries should continue co-operation in economy and finance to ensure
sustainable development. Business Councils, Banking forums, Stock Exchange Alliances
are now functioning within BRICS. Working groups on international information security
helps agriculture, science and technology.

The Government of India should continue its participation in BRICS and pay more
attention to new initiatives like energy association, fuel reserve bank and institute of energy
policy. Itis in New Delhi’s interest to widen cooperation in humanitarian, parliamentarian,

trade union, youth and cultural dimensions.

Need to make comprehensive policy to cope with problem of
unemployment among youth in the country
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Kahkashan Perween, not present.

Need to sanction more rice and sugar at APL rate
to Kerala for Onam festival

SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN (Kerala): Sir, Onam is a National festival of Kerala. This
year, Onam will be in the first week of September. During the festival season, invariably,
there will be price rise. Prices of all articles, including food items, will increase. This is a
general tendency. The experience of Kerala shows that only through effective intervention of
Government, the price rise can be controlled. The Government, through Public Distribution
System, must supply rice, wheat and sugar at reasonable prices. Then only, we can check
the price rise in open market. This year, the Union Government had informed the State
Government that during Onam festival, Centre will give rice only at the rate of Minimum
Support Price. This is almost equal to the open market price. There is no justification
for this stand. The Union Government must give rice to Kerala for Public Distribution
System during Onam festival at APL rate. Apart from rice, Kerala needs more sugar for

Onam festival.



