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year. The State Government once again released an additional sum of T 400 crores. As of
today, the Centre’s liability towards West Bengal stands at ¥ 1,962.67 crores.

The Ministry of Rural Development has asked States to identify 2500 backward
blocks for an Intensive Participatory Planning Exercise for MGNREGA for the coming
financial year. There are 124 such blocks in West Bengal. The stated objective of the
exercise is to intensify planning in the identified blocks. There are apprehensions that
all future MGNREGA activities would be concentrated in these blocks only. Such a
measure would be against the spirit of the MGNREGA which stipulates 100 days assured
employment on demand to every job card-holder.

In 2012-13, West Bengal had achieved a total man days of about 20 crores which
was 109 per cent higher than the national target. In 2013-14, the State was able to exceed
its target once again. The West Bengal Government is committed to the MGNREGA
Programme and could have made giant strides in implementing the Scheme had the
State not been starved of funds. Will the intensification of the Scheme in a few blocks
not adversely affect the implementation in other blocks, given that the Centre is already

unable to release the full share of funds committed by it?

Demand to take steps for completion of construction of roads under Pradhan
Mantri Gramin Sadak Yojna (PMGSY) in Uttar Pradesh
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Demand to grant Central assistance to Keeriyaru Dam Project in Tamil Nadu

SHRI S. THANGAVELU (Tamil Nadu): Sir, Kiriyaru Dam Project was planned
with the aim of generating 500 megawatt electricity, drinking water, providing irrigation
facilities for 10 thousand hectares of land spread across Sankarankoil Taluka, Sivakiri
taluka and Thiruvengadam of Tirunelveli District, Vemabakoottai in Virudhunagar



