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Demand for early disbursal of scholarships for the wards of beedi

workers in Tirunelveli district of Tamil Nadu

SHRIMATI VIJILA SATHYANANTH (Tamil Nadu): In Tirunelveli district of
Tamil Nadu, there are about five lakh beedi workers, which is the highest in the State
of Tamil Nadu. About one lakh students are being benefited by the scholarships to the
wards of Beedi Workers. The Ministry of Labour, Government of India, is awarding
scholarships to the wards of various beedi workers from first standard to college level, at a
pre-determined amount through their department. The amount varies between Rs. 400 to
Rs. 2500 per child, depending upon the class in which the child is studying. The amount is
a considerably huge amount, as far as the beedi workers are concerned. The scholarships
for the academic years 2012-13 and 2013-14 have not been disbursed so far. The amount
of nearly 14 crore rupees, which had been earmarked for this purpose, is lying idle in the
Union Bank of India. For the past two years, the beedi workers in the Tirunelveli district
are facing great problems to educate their children. This has increased the number of
dropouts from the schools.

I'beseech upon the Government of India to immediately take up this issue of pubic
importance and release the scholarships at the beginning of every succeeding year. This
will benefit the socially deprived people of the South, at large.

Demand to improve the functioning of Indian Meteorological
Department to ensure accuracy in weather predictions
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