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Grave situation arising due to spread of Encephalitis in Districts

of North Bengal and lower District of Assam

SHRI RITABRATA BANERIEE (West Bengal): Sir, this is about the problem in the
Northern districts of Bengal and in the lower districts of Assam. Seven Northern districts
of Bengal and four lower districts of Assam namely, Barpeta, Kamrup (Rural), Darrang
and Nalbari. These areas have been affected by Encephalitis and Encephalitis basically
has assumed a form of an epidemic, particularly in the Northern part of Bengal. As far
as the Government data is available, 104 deaths have occurred in Bengal in the last two
months. Unofficial reports are even more. It 1s 131 in North Bengal Medical College.
It happens to be Siliguri of our State. In the last two weeks alone, 67 deaths have been
registered. In one of the districts, Jalpaiguri in North Bengal, the situation is the worst.
The Leader of the Opposition in the Bengal Assembly, who also happens to be a doctor
had visited yesterday. He was there in the North Bengal Medical College. But the point 1s
that the situation is worsening in all the districts, in all of our seven districts of our State.
The situation is very bad. The remedial measures have to be tightened in order to ensure
mmunity. Upto 15 years of age, people can have immunity. But, unfortunately, yesterday
the Government has given data that the vaccines are not available yet. The vaccines are
coming from Pune but they have not vet arrived. So the vaccination process has not vet
started. Along with this, mosquito repellent sprays are not vet available. On behalf of the
Opposition in the State, we have asked the Government that immediately fever clinics
have to be opened. But, unfortunately, till today mormng fever clinics have not been
opened in any of the hospitals or diagnostic centres or clinics in the entire Northern part
of Bengal. There is a scarcity of doctors, particularly, in one district, i.e. Cooch Behar,
which happens to be the bordering district with Assam. There are 276 posts, out of which
104 posts are vacant. The situation 1s very bad. Already in the last two weeks 67 deaths
have taken place in one hospital itself. Overall the death toll has reached 130 plus. So I
would urge upon the Central Government also to help the State Governments because no
measures are there. No remedial measures are there. Immediate stringent measures have
to be taken up. Otherwise, the lives of the common people of the Northern Bengal in my
State will be at stake.

SHRIMATI JHARNA DAS BAIDYA (Tripura): Sir, T also associate myself with the
concern expressed by the Shri Ritabrata Banerjee.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I also associate myself with the
concern expressed by the Shri Ritabrata Banerjee.

SHRID. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, T also associate myself with the concern expressed
by the Shri Ritabrata Banerjee.
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DR. ANIL KUMAR SAHANI (Bihar): Sir, I too associate myself with the concern
expressed by the Shri Ritabrata Banerjee.

SHRI P BHATTACHARYA (West Bengal): Sir, T also associate myself with the

concern expressed by the Shri Ritabrata Banerjee.

SHRI BISWAIIT DAIMARY {Assam): Sir, [ associate mysell with the concern
expressed by the Shri Ritabrata Banerjee.

DR. CHANDAN MITRA (Madhya Pradesh): Sir, I also associate mysell with the

concern expressed by the Shri Ritabrata Banerjee.

SHRI SANTIUSE KUJUR (Assam): Sir, I also associate myself with the concern
expressed by the Shri Ritabrata Banerjee.
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