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Demand for sanctioning of special funds for cement lining of the water
Channels in Tirunelveli District

SHRI PAUL MANOQOJ PANDIAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I wish to bring to the notice of
the House that the agriculturists in the Tirunelveli District are dependent on the water
from the Papanasam and Manimuthar Dams. The water released from the Papanasam
Dam is released through the Nadhi Unni Channel, Kodagan Channel, Candian Channel,
Palayam Channel and the Nellai Channel. As such, the people of Ambasamudram,
Cheranmahadevi, Kallidai Kuruchi, Veeravunallur, Kunioor, Karukurichi, Pathamadai,
Pudukudi, Melaseval and Gopalasamudram in Tirunelveli District and Palayamkottai
are benefited. The agriculturists in the above arcas are solely dependent on the water
released from the above channels. But hazardous plants that grow in the channels affect
the purity of the water and also reduce the speed of the water to reach the tail-end. The
agriculturists of the above-mentioned areas are making constant requests for implementing
cement lining schemes in the Nadhi Unni Channel, in the Palayam Channel and the

channels mentioned above.

Sir, our Chief Minister, hon. Puratchi Thalaivi Amma has implemented cement
lining scheme in the Candian Channel. The agriculturists of Alangulam, Ambasamudram,
Palayamkottai and the entire Tirunelveli District are requesting for implementation of
cement lining schemes in the entire Tirunelveli District. In the above circumstances, 1
request the hon. Minister to kindly sanction special funds for implementation of cement
lining schemes in all the channels of Tirunelveli District, and thereafter in the entire State
of Tamil Nadu which provides water to agriculturists. I request the Minister of Water
Resources to sanction special funds for the above projects. Thank you, Sir.

SHRIMATT VIJILA SATHYANANTH (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I associate myself with
this Special Mention.

Demand for restarting passenger aeroplane services
from Keshod Airport in Gujarat
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SHRI CHUNIBHAI KANJIBHAI GOHEL (Gujarat): Sir, I associate myself with
the Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

MAHANT SHAMBHUPRASADIJI TUNDIYA (Gujarat)): Sir, I also associate myself
with the Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI MADHUSUDAN MISTRY (Gujarat)): Sir, I also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. C.P. THAKUR (Bihar): Sir, I also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

Demand for expansion of Mettupalayam Railway Platform and
providing other train services in Nilgiris

SHRI A. K. SELVARAJ (Tamil Nadu): Sir, presently the platform at Mettupalayam
Railway Station can accommodate trains with only 13 coaches maximum and therefore
there is an urgent need for expanding it to accommodate trains with at least 24 coaches.
In the absence of a bigger platform, the Mettupalayam-Chennai 12672 Nilagiri Express
starts from Mettupalaym with only 13 coaches and 11 more coaches are attached at
Coimbatore railway station, including the general un-reserved coach. This causes a lot
of inconvenience to the people of Mettupalayam in the absence of a general unreserved
coach. This station also does not have a much required PIT-line for the maintenance of
engines and coaches. There is space available for the same at this station. The following
trains start or terminate at Coimbatore. Since Mettupalayam is the last destination on
the foot-hill of Nilagiri Mountains and is close to the famous tourist place Ooty, there
is always a mad rush to Mettupalaym in all secasons. Therefore, it is requested that the
following trains be extended or terminated at Mettupalayam. 12674 Cheran Express which



