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SHRI CHUNIBHAI KANJIBHAI GOHEL (Gujarat): Sir, I associate myself with
the Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

MAHANT SHAMBHUPRASADIJI TUNDIYA (Gujarat)): Sir, I also associate myself
with the Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI MADHUSUDAN MISTRY (Gujarat)): Sir, I also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. C.P. THAKUR (Bihar): Sir, I also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

Demand for expansion of Mettupalayam Railway Platform and

providing other train services in Nilgiris

SHRI A. K. SELVARAJ (Tamil Nadu): Sir, presently the platform at Mettupalayam
Railway Station can accommodate trains with only 13 coaches maximum and therefore
there is an urgent need for expanding it to accommodate trains with at least 24 coaches.
In the absence of a bigger platform, the Mettupalayam-Chennai 12672 Nilagiri Express
starts from Mettupalaym with only 13 coaches and 11 more coaches are attached at
Coimbatore railway station, including the general un-reserved coach. This causes a lot
of inconvenience to the people of Mettupalayam in the absence of a general unreserved
coach. This station also does not have a much required PIT-line for the maintenance of
engines and coaches. There is space available for the same at this station. The following
trains start or terminate at Coimbatore. Since Mettupalayam is the last destination on
the foot-hill of Nilagiri Mountains and is close to the famous tourist place Ooty, there
is always a mad rush to Mettupalaym in all seasons. Therefore, it is requested that the

following trains be extended or terminated at Mettupalayam. 12674 Cheran Express which
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presently runs between Coimbatore-Chennai-Coimbatore be extended to Mettupalaym.
22610 Coimbatore-Mangalore Intercity Express be extended to Mettupalaym. 56323
Coimbatore-Mangalore Fast Passenger be also extended to Mettupalaym. 15344
Amrita Express running between Palakkad and Thiruvananthapuram be extended to
Mettupalayam. The people have been demanding for introduction of a new passenger train
between Mettupalayam and Pollachi, Mettupalaym and Bangalore and a new passenger
train between Mettupalayam and Coimbatore for an additional run of existing passenger
train running between Mettupalaym and Coimbatore because of huge passenger traffic
to all these places from Mettupalayam. The passenger train between Mettupalaym and
Coimbatore does not run on Sunday and the people are facing huge hardship because

of this. Therefore, this train should also be made run on Sunday too.

Another demand of the people is stoppage of the passenger train running between
Mettupalaym and Coimbatore at Veerapandi, Puthu Pudur and Tudiyalur because of a
large number of passengers from/to these places. Therefore, I urge upon the hon. Minister
to look into the above and direct the Southern Railway to implement the above demands

at the earliest. Thank you.

Demand for declaring Tamil Nadu a drought-hit State and give assistance

to the affected farmers in time

SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI (Tamil Nadu): Tamil Nadu is facing an urgent drought-like
situation, which has led to poor agricultural productivity, rural distress, acute shortage of
drinking water and fodder. For three consecutive years- 2011, 2012 and 2013- the State
has been reeling under drought, having received below normal rainfall. In 2013, both the
monsoons, the North- East and the South West, had failed. As per the warnings of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the EI Nino effect over the Indian
subcontinent will be severe this year. Already the monsoons have arrived late, thus,
creating a crisis situation in the state. Acute water scarcity, across the State, has curtailed
the cultivation of short- term crops. Perennial crops, such as, Areca Plantations have also
withered for want of water. Unable to bear crop loss and meet obligations of repaying
crop loan, farmers are ending their lives. According to Cauvery Delta Farmers' Protection
Association, since 2012, more than 13 farmers have committed suicide in delta districts
owing to crop failure, following water scarcity. The State is also witnessing an acute

shortage of drinking water with the situation being deplorable in remote tribal hamlets.

Therefore, I appeal to the Government to declare Tamil Nadu as a drought-hit State
and help farmers get the required relief on time. I also urge upon the Government to
provide a waiver in the crop loans to the farmers. Since water scarcity is a recurrent

issue in my state, I urge upon the Agriculture Ministry and the Rural Development



